NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE – 29-30 September

Paul Ripley (Saturday) &
Pat Acock (Sunday)

Fourteen members and guests, most of whom had met the previous evening close to
Lincoln’s beautiful cathedral, assembled at Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust’s (LWT) Nature
Reserve at Moor Farm (53/226635), south-west of Horncastle. We were fortunate to be
joined for the whole weekend by Paul Kirby, BSBI recorder for North Lincolnshire. This
reserve was formed from abandoned agricultural land on Fen-edge sand and gravel. The
young woodland has been selectively thinned, rowan in particular, and measures taken to
maintain a high water table. Dryopteris dilatata and of course Pteridium aquilinum were
common, but in the wetter areas we soon found D. carthusiana. Ken Trewren confirmed for
us the presence of D. × deweveri. D. filix-mas and Athyrium filix-femina were occasionally
seen. We were also delighted to find an adder and watched him at close quarters as he
somewhat grudgingly responded to our careful scrutiny.
Our next site, Kirkby Moor, was nearby (53/225629). Also an LWT Reserve, this is the
largest remnant of the once extensive heathlands of the Woodhall Spa district. The sands
and gravel were deposited as part of a delta system on the edge of the Great Fenland Lake
during the last Ice Age. The soil is poor, and heath-like conditions are maintained by some
control of bracken and scrub, and selective grazing by Hebridean sheep. We again found
Pteridium aquilinum, Dryopteris dilatata, D. filix-mas and D. carthusiana. However, there
were also isolated examples of characteristic D. borreri and a very fine D. affinis. Large plants
of Athyrium filix-femina grew in wetter areas near a former water-works, and here we also
found Equisetum arvense and E. palustre beside pools. Blechnum spicant completed our count.
Our last site was Hatton Wood, part of Forest Enterprise’s Chambers Farm Wood
(53/148739). This is one of the once extensive Lincolnshire Lime-woods; funding from the
Heritage Lottery Fund is being used to try to link these back together with green ‘corridors’
and widespread planting. This was a drier wood (and lime trees were not all that prevalent),
but we found Pteridium aquilinum, Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata and D. carthusiana,
with probable D. × deweveri. We also saw D. borreri and Athyrium filix-femina.
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Laughton Forest, Lincolnshire
Pat Acock, Jonathan Crowe, Paul Ripley, Graeme Clayton, Paul Kirby,
Paul Ruston, Lindsey Holleworth, Ken Trewren, Pamela Simpson,
Bruce Brown, Gill Smith, Neil Timm
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At 10a.m. on Sunday we met south of Scunthorpe at Laughton Forest (43/869993), where
we walked along a forest track to find Dryopteris dilatata, D. borreri, D. carthusiana,
Blechnum spicant, Athyrium filix-femina, Oreopteris limbosperma, Equisetum arvense and
E. × litorale. Dryopteris × deweveri was also added to the list by eager enthusiasts who left
the path and entered the forest. After an hour or so we crossed the road to 43/874995, the
most easterly part of Laughton Forest known locally as ‘Roses’. We saw a large number of
plants of D. dilatata and what we had really come to see – a very large 1.78m specimen of
Dryopteris affinis situated in an area where there were 62 ponds whose origin has been lost
in antiquity. We sadly also came across a young dead barn owl. We moved over to the
western side of Laughton Forest (44/834220) where we had lunch and walked into the
woods to add Polypodium vulgare, as well as spot a large grass snake, and although we
found Dryopteris carthusiana we were unable to find D. × deweveri this time.
We next parked in Flixborough (44/874150) opposite a ferny wall down which a barn roof
drained. There were some really huge specimens of Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens
along with A. adiantum-nigrum, A. scolopendrium, A. ruta-muraria and Dryopteris filix-mas.
On the school wall at Alkborough (44/884219) we were amazed at how well Asplenium
ceterach was established, with a few plants even spreading to the opposite side of the road.
Weary, we travelled to Neil Timm’s house where, after a welcome cup of tea and most
excellent home-made cakes provided by his parents, we proceeded to the garden, which was
well established and full of interesting ferns as well as many other plants.
Next came the wonders of Neil and his father’s Fern Nursery. Neil has gradually expanded
the business from a small project providing ferns for their landscaping business to seven
very fine houses producing an incredibly diverse and interesting selection of hardy ferns.
Neil had one or two real treasures that he wanted his visitors to have as he said we would
value them all the more. We then had an explanation of Neil’s growing technique, which he
describes as crude but which I would describe as well thought out and effective. I would
thoroughly recommend a visit to Neil’s nursery. His plants have been highly recommended
at shows for their condition and he sells large plants far too cheaply, many of which are
seldom offered elsewhere.
We would like to thank Neil Timm for his wonderful generosity and kind hospitality, and
Graeme Clayton for organising a very well-planned and thoroughly enjoyable meeting in an
area that most of us did not know. We were surprised by its interest, variety and beauty.

TEXAS, USA – 3-15 October
Introduction
Pat Acock
Whilst waiting for our final meal on the 2006 German Garden Tour, Naud Burnett offered
to arrange a tour of Texas the next year. We immediately decided to take him up on his kind
offer. Texas, contrary to my preconceived ideas of its westerly nature, is right in the middle
of the southern states. Naud mentioned in his early notes that it is a very diverse place of
extremes with hardiness zones 6 to 10 in an area the size of Germany. We were soon to
realise how different the various regions were and to appreciate how large the state was by
clocking up 3,000 miles on the bus.
Naud and Wim Burnett ferried groups from the airport to the hotel. In the afternoon we went to
their beautiful house in Dallas. Naud had an architect design the house from one he had seen in
a magazine and it includes an internal conservatory for ferns plus an outer courtyard garden
with water features; many of the ferns he promotes in his catalogue were growing most
luxuriantly. We were treated to a delicious buffet supper where we caught up with friends
as they drifted in. We also met many of the senior staff from Naud’s Nursery, Casa Flora.
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Day 1, 3rd October – Fort Worth
Pat Acock
After a short bus ride to Dallas’s sister city, Fort Worth, we arrived at the Fort Worth Botanic
Garden where we were greeted by the director. He introduced us to John Langevin, who
took us to the large conservatory that he is responsible for. Inside was a wealth of botanical
treasures. Amongst the ferns were many plants of Didymochlaena truncatula, Adiantum
peruvianum and A. capillus-veneris. Growing epiphytically were single plants of Pyrrosia
longifolia, Phymatosorus diversifolius and Asplenium antiquum. On the ground was a
majestic Angiopteris evecta as well as Blechnum gibbum and B. brasiliense. For me, the
nearly three-metre tall Acrostichum danaeifolium stood out, with its fertile fronds just ripe.
We were then taken by Cathleen Cook to see the ferns outside. After a short walk across a
board walk through native forest, we were taken to see a collection of ferns donated by our
host Naud’s nursery. We went on to the Japanese garden, which although beautiful and very
large only had many plants of Cyrtomium falcatum and Thelypteris kunthii.
After a very good lunch at the Kimball Art Museum, a short drive took us to the Botanical
Research Institute of Texas (BRIT) where we had a delightful afternoon. We were met by
the Chair of Texas Botany, Barney Lipscomb, who introduced us to the history of BRIT.
Then Tiana Franklin, a Herbarium Collections Assistant, gave us a very informative tour of
the herbarium, introducing us to its history and the work being undertaken and was so
enthusiastic about her work. I was especially interested in the way the herbarium was used
by an amazing number of people, from seven-year-olds through to mature students.
The librarian, Gary Jennings, gave us a brief history of how the library was started in 1946
and then proceeded to show us some of the collection’s literary treasures. These included
The ferns of North America by Eaton and the incredible Plantarum rariorum horti caesarei
Schoenbrunnensis descriptiones et icones (1797-1804) (Descriptions and pictures of rare
plants in the gardens of Schönbrunn castle) by Jacquin. The volume we saw contained line
drawings of ferns that were hand-coloured by a team of artists. The book came about during
a mini ice age, when the Empress Marie-Teresa’s hothouse collection of plants was
devastated. She resolved to rebuild the collection by sending botanists into the field to recollect the lost plants, and then had a complete record of the plants documented for
posterity by artists in 200 copies of the book.
Tiana then took us to see how the herbarium sheets were being scanned and made available
with other information for workers around the world. BRIT has digitised all their type
specimens and they are now working on the rest of the collection. These can be seen on
www.brit.org.
All too soon we had to leave, and we made our way to the charming garden of Judy and Joe
Caughlin. The garden was beautifully placed overlooking Dallas and one had a much better
idea of the way the area must have looked before the twin cities developed. The garden had
a whole range of beautiful plants, and water features and statues were complemented by
ferns such as Arachniodes aristata, Dryopteris ludoviciana, D. championii, Thelypteris
kunthii and Cyrtomium falcatum ‘Butterfieldii’.
Day 2, 4th October – Dallas
Sue Olsen
Our day 2 tour could aptly and accurately be titled ‘Highlights of Dallas’, at least for the
garden-minded. After an interesting spin through the comfortable residential areas where
the well-to-do reside, we headed for the 66-acre Dallas Arboretum. This is the horticultural
gem of the city and includes the Palmer Fern Dell, the Jonsson colour garden and the
Trammell Visitor Center, all designed by Naud Burnett and his landscape design company.
After a visual introductory presentation we eagerly left for our visit to the fern dell, passing
on the way the Halloween-themed pumpkin displays, some 20,000 in all as well as 30,000
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Shanti Claycamp with a tray of
sporelings at Casa Flora

After lunch we spent an interesting and
educational afternoon at Casa Flora, Naud’s
distinguished nursery. Founded some 41
years ago, with ferns introduced in the third
year, the nursery now ships approximately
16 million ferns worldwide, making it an
international leader in production and
distribution. We were divided into small
groups to allow experts Shanti Claycamp,
Jose Aguirre and Kent Kratz to share their
specialised knowledge with us. We learned
about their propagation techniques including
both spore production and tissue culture,
transplanting procedures, and growing-on
in huge automated temperature-controlled
greenhouses housing thousands of plants per
lengthy bench. As a finale we admired carts
of the finished product awaiting shipment. It
was fascinating.

chrysanthemums, designed to entertain
October visitors. The dell covers just over
an acre in a shaded but prominent area.
This is a Hardy Fern Foundation display
garden and the collection includes some
160 different fern types ranging from
temperate species and cultivars to tropicals.
The latter are added for seasonal interest in
the spring to autumn months and removed
to the safety of frost-free comforts for the
winter. Fog from a tree-mounted mist
system that spans the dell sprayed lightly
and periodically to cool both the visitor and
the plants. The mist lowers the ambient
temperature by approximately ten degrees
and makes it possible to maintain a healthy
green, rather than crispy brown, collection
throughout the hot summer. Designed for
both aesthetics and education the garden
exhibit includes ferns such as Dryopteris
celsa and D. ludoviciana in close proximity
and in juxtaposition with healthy stands of
exotic tender ferns including Hemionitis
arifolia and a crowd favourite, albeit a
nursery and tropical ‘weed’, Pityrogramma
calomelanos.
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Kent Kratz in Casa Flora’s

Thus educated, I must admit, however, that
tissue culture laboratory
the most popular attraction was the huge
greenhouse filled with stock plants. The group approached with what might politely be
called ‘lust let loose’. Here were Naud’s treasures, from the familiar to the exotic, the
temperate to tropical, and xeric to epiphytic, all too numerous to name. It was a very special
ending to a very special day.
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Day 3, 5th October – Garvan Woodland Gardens & DeGray State Park Martin Rickard
The day started with a three-and-a-half-hour coach journey, but it seemed we reached our
destination in no time at all. We sat down straight away for a traditional Southern lunch in
the former Confederate capital of Washington, Arkansas. Afterwards we were given a rapid
tour of this very small town, which is run as a museum; we were fascinated by the history
during the Civil War and how settlers used to pass through. Apart from Pleopeltis
polypodioides on many trees, we saw no ferns.
We were quickly back on to the bus and whisked away to Garvan Woodland Gardens, not
far from Hot Springs, about 50 miles south-west of Little Rock. We were shown around the
garden here by Don Crank, a local fern enthusiast. Many ferns had been introduced but
some were native. It was not always easy to tell the difference! Apart from common species
it was a pleasure to see Botrychium biternatum and B. dissectum, our first Cheilanthes –
C. alabamensis, C. lanosa and C. tomentosa, Woodwardia virginica and W. areolata. Still
of interest, despite their demise as fern allies, were Selaginella braunii, S. uncinata,
S. apoda and S. kraussiana. Before leaving this wonderful lakeside garden we were shown
the Anthony Chapel – a truly extraordinarily beautiful building. You need to see it to
understand!
Dusk was setting in as we left for our overnight destination at the DeGray Lake Resort State
Park. The Lodge here was a magnificent hotel, but sadly in a ‘dry’ county! Conversation
over dinner was more ferny than usual!
Day 4, 6th October – Ouachita National Park
Alan Ogden
It was another fine hot day for our first exploration of natural sites. Our hotel was on an
island in the DeGray Lake, Arkansas and offered many interesting outdoor activities but we
were off early on a long bus ride to Ouachita National Forest (pronounced ‘wash-ah-taw’).
Naud had arranged for a couple of local experts to lead us – Theo Whitsell who is a botanist
for the State of Arkansas and Dr John Simpson, a man with much knowledge of the area.
When we arrived at the forest, Theo gave us a short talk about the area, which has
Palaeozoic rocks with much faulting that leads to great plant diversity. We plunged into the
woods in Indian file and were immediately rewarded by Botrychium biternatum with a fresh
fertile spike, and Phegopteris hexagonoptera. The American botrychiums are very
attractive; when is someone going to solve the problem of growing them in Britain? A short
distance further on we met Polystichum acrostichoides and Asplenium platyneuron. We had
been told that we might have to wade some streams but the water level was low enough for
us to hop from stone to stone. We found Athyrium filix-femina subsp. asplenioides though I
must admit that the minor differences between the American athyriums eluded me. Onoclea
sensibilis was there too, an old friend that is common in damp areas all over the eastern half
of the continent. There was some debate over a large Dryopteris (when isn’t there?), which
was finally diagnosed as D. celsa and there were two osmundas, O. cinnamomea and
O. regalis, which is subtly different to the European form. Woodwardia areolata was
growing in standing water. On the branches of some trees was the resurrection fern,
Pleopeltis polypodioides, an attractive little fern. Thelypteris noveboracensis and Pteridium
aquilinum var. pseudocaudatum made up the collection in the flat wet area.
The ground began to rise and Theo showed us the remains of some spring orchids and a
large Dryopteris × australis. On the higher ground he located an elongated patch of
Adiantum pedatum. John Simpson recalled it was the site of a fallen tree many years ago.
Here we turned to make our way out of the wood and discovered a solitary specimen of
Botrychium virginianum at the foot of a tree. We didn’t see any snakes but John Acock
photographed a blue salamander and a spring peeper frog that resembled a dried leaf. By the
stream were little mud piles like molehills – the presumed home of crayfish.
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We emerged from the wood at 11.00a.m., to be proudly shown Equisetum arvense in the
verge – it is rare in these parts! Also seen by the road were Dryopteris celsa, Thelypteris
kunthii, a Woodsia obtusa, a Selaginella apoda, and Thelypteris palustris by the stream.
Climbing back into the bus for a welcome cooling-off, we then had a short drive to a
working quarry where the tortured patterns of the exposed rock strata were spectacular. We
had come to see the Lycopodiella appressa, another Eastern species that had widely
colonised the undisturbed areas of the quarry base. I found a fasciated specimen, a feature
that I had not seen before in a clubmoss.
We ate our picnic in an area of Brady Mountain by Lake Ouachita, before another short drive
brought us to a steeply sloping dry, hot and sunny wooded area with small oak trees and dry
grass. Cheilanthes tomentosa grew in this unlikely place wherever rocks gave a haven for
the roots. C. alabamensis grew from a small cliff along with Pellaea atropurpurea. One
could only admire these delicate little ferns, which thrived in these hostile surroundings!
Another short roadside foray revealed Equisetum hyemale, Phegopteris hexagonoptera,
Athyrium filix-femina subsp. asplenioides and Dryopteris marginalis before we made our
way back to the DeGray Lodge, dropping off our guides at their vehicles. Their local
expertise had been essential and we thanked them warmly.
Those with an appetite for more ferning explored one of the short trails near the Lodge
where we immediately found Woodsia obtusa and Asplenium platyneuron by a bridge over
a dry creek and Pleopeltis polypodioides on the tree branches. Close by was a very large
Botrychium, which was at first thought to be B. virginianum but the woods contained so
many examples of large and vigorous B. biternatum just reaching maturity that it may well
have been the same species. One of the specimens had a fertile frond measuring two feet.
Day 5, 7th October – Caddo Lake & Nacogdoches
Pat Riehl
There was a beautiful sunrise as we left for the long bus ride to Nacogdoches. Our first stop
was Caddo Lake, named after a native American tribe. Flat bottomed boats waited for us in
a small rustic town called Uncertain to take us out on the lake for an hour to see the cypress
swamps. It is the largest natural fresh water lake in the south, covering 34,500 acres of
Texas and Louisiana. The water level is now controlled by a dam. It is an eerie place with
cypress trees hundreds of years old draped in Spanish moss, a bromeliad. A water fern
called Salvinia molesta is a major threat to the lake, as is the prolific water hyacinth. The
name should make its character pretty clear. Presently Salvinia is mainly on the Louisiana
side and those who enjoy and use the lake in Texas are making a serious effort to keep it
out. There was an article about it in The New York Times on July 25th of this year.
In Nacogdoches we toured Stephen F. Austin College’s Mast Arboretum with Roger Hughes
and Dr David Creech, the recently retired professor of the College and now head of the
arboretum. A staff of five and a lot of volunteers take care of 60 acres. Roger was largely
responsible for the ferns in this arboretum. This area is in hardiness zone 8 and gets about 48
inches of rain per year. They have a hot, humid, dry summer. There had just been a plant sale
and we got a chance to see what was left over: Dryopteris ludoviciana, D. championii, Athyrium
otophorum and Woodwardia orientalis, to name but a few. I learned that Athyrium × ‘Ghost’
will grow crested fronds in very hot weather, then when it cools produce normal fronds again.
There was also a curiosity, an Amorphophallus titanum called ‘Jack’, whose corm weighed in at
26 pounds. At one point we crossed a flood canal bridge and found ourselves in an area of ferns.
Unfortunately there was simply not enough water for them. Many of the ferns were
mislabelled, which was not helpful to a beginner like me. We moved at breakneck speed and
there were lots of winding trails, which caused some of us to lose the main group. We did
happen upon some Cheilanthes and Pellaea though there is some question as to which they
were, and there was a wonderful patch of Pleopeltis polypodioides on the roof of a little shelter.
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We all found our way back to the bus and went to the National Centre for Pharmaceutical
Crops. Here we met Dr Shiyou Li who has been working on the use of extracts of native
plants as possible cancer treatments since 1999. So far they have worked with button bush,
Cephalanthus occidentalis, red buckeye, Aesculus pavia and Camptotheca, the Chinese
happy tree. The centre has received a grant to study weeds and ferns. Ferns are good
research subjects because they are usually virus-free. The current fern candidates are
Pteridium aquilinum and Pleopeltis polypodioides.
After this we went to Hotel Fredonia and finally to dinner at an Italian restaurant, joined by
our hosts for the day.
Day 6, 8th October – Enchanted Rock
Klaus Mehltreter
We left our hotel in Nacogdoches at 8.15a.m., heading south-west to our next destination,
Salado. After a three-hour drive through a changing landscape from pine-oak forests to
mesquite (Prosopis glandulosa) savannahs and pastures, we arrived at the Stagecoach Inn,
an old charming restaurant that Naud had known for more than 60 years.
After lunch we were ready for our field destination, Enchanted Rock State Natural Area, near
Fredericksburg, where we arrived at 4.30p.m. Even for the late afternoon and the cloudy
weather, it was still hot (about 85ºF) but windy. Enchanted Rock is in Llano County and
presents a huge granitic dome of Precambric origin. Its peak reaches an elevation of 1,825 feet
and overtops the surrounding landscape by about 400 feet. The pink granitic rock with an age
of 1.25 billion years was uplifted in the Tertiary and scraped clean by erosion from overlying
sedimentary Cretaceous rocks. Its name makes reference to the creaking and groaning noises
caused when blocks grind against each other during the expansion caused by solar heating
during the day and contraction during the cooling nights. However, on the top we did not hear
anything other than the wind and we enjoyed an incredible outlook over the surrounding plain
with several other granite formations, and observed instead several enchanting fern species.
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Cheilanthes lindheimeri: hydrated open leaves (left), dry inrolled leaves (right)

The most abundant species, taking advantage of cracks and fissures in the rock, were
Cheilanthes lindheimeri with its wide brown costal scales on the lower leaf surface, and
C. tomentosa, which has only dense tomentose hairs on the leaf surface beneath. Both
species formed mainly pure colonies and only sometimes mixed with a mat-forming, erect
species of Selaginella, probably S. riddellii. The two dominating species of Cheilanthes
were especially happy on east-facing slopes where they were in the shade during the
afternoon. Although present in other places, here their leaves and pinnae were completely
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inrolled, showing their lower leaf surfaces covered with hairs and/or scales. A third species,
C. kaulfussii was immediately spotted by Patrick who observed it only on the lowest sites,
growing in the surrounding vegetation but not on Enchanted Rock. C. kaulfussii could be
distinguished easily from the two other species by its glandular and pentagonal leaves. Not
surprisingly, we could not find C. alabamensis, which has been recorded for this site,
because this species prefers mainly limestone.
The genus Pellaea was also present with three species: P. ovata with its characteristic zigzag-shaped rachis was common and while a dozen P. ternifolia were observed,
P. wrightiana was only spotted once. P. ternifolia has pinnae with three pinnules, and the
pinna midvein below is distinctly coloured from that of the lamina, while P. wrightiana has
mostly five pinnules on the basal pinnae and the pinnae midvein and lamina below are the
same colour. Both species have strongly mucronate (acute spine-like) tips to the pinnules.
On the way back, we located a second species of Selaginella with prostrate stems and roots
on the branch nodes, which resembled S. peruviana. Because it was completely dry and
sterile, its identification remains doubtful.
After this exciting excursion into Texas’ geological history and rock ferns, our driver
brought us during sunset to Fredericksburg, an old German settlement with nice Biergarten
and shops, where we stayed for the night in the Fredericksburg Inn.
Day7, 9th October – Austin
Jennifer Ide
The day began with a two-and-half-hour journey to Austin, capital of Texas. Our first visit
was to the garden of James David. A landscape architect by training, he described himself
as ‘just a gardener’, explaining that he grows what he enjoys growing, so his garden is full
of ‘wacky stuff’. A persimmon tree laden with large fruit is the first plant to greet visitors at
the front gate; just a few steps further and one soon realises that this garden is an eclectic
mix of flowering shrubs and herbaceous perennials, cycads, cacti, ferns and grasses, planted
seemingly somewhat casually in beds or pots, and garden features including a rill down a
flight of steps into an ornamental pond, a swimming pool and clipped box hedges. Trees,
festooned with climbers, provide the shade. The ferns, scattered around the beds of the
garden, included Woodwardia orientalis, Blechnum appendiculatum, Dryopteris sieboldii,
Cyrtomium falcatum and the ubiquitous Thelypteris kunthii. Four species were identified
on various walls around the garden: Cyrtomium falcatum, Phymatosorus diversifolius,
Drynaria quercifolia and a Boston fern, Nephrolepis exaltata.
We moved on to the Zilker Botanical Garden in the same neighbourhood. Here we were
met by Laura Joseph of The Garden Club of Austin, who was responsible for our itinerary
in Austin. The garden is described as a “botanical showpiece for native Texan foliage
plants, roses, ponds, an oriental garden and 100 million year old dinosaur tracks”! Adiantum
capillus-veneris and Asplenium platyneuron were growing in a falling cascade of ponds. A
narrow wooded area separating the rest of the gardens from the Visitor Centre was underplanted mainly with ferns, including Cyrtomium falcatum, Astrolepis sinuata, Dryopteris
filix-mas (known in the USA as the Mexican male fern), Athyrium niponicum ‘Pictum’,
Dryopteris cystolepidota, Pteris vittata, Blechnum brasiliense, and, of course, Thelypteris
kunthii. The tree ferns Cyathea cooperi and Dicksonia antarctica, a large Nephrolepis
exaltata in a ceramic pot and two enormous clusters of Platycerium alcicorne hanging from
the branches of a tree provided eye-catching features.
In the Hartman Prehistoric Woodland Garden, a life size Ornithomimus, the footprints of
which were discovered in the gardens in 1992, ‘inhabits’ an island over which drifts of mist
help to create a steamy prehistoric atmosphere. In the surrounding garden, ferns, horsetails
and liverworts represent the spore-bearing plants that existed at the time of the dinosaurs,
along with examples of the more primitive angiosperm and gymnosperm families, including
six species of cycad. Pteridophytes were represented by Dryopteris erythrosora, D. ×
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australis, Cyrtomium falcatum, Thelypteris kunthii, Astrolepis sinuata and the under-storey
tree ferns Cyathea cooperi and Dicksonia antarctica. Also of particular interest was a
colony of Equisetum, probably E. giganteum, as well as E. variegatum and E. hyemale and
extensive carpets of Marsilea macropoda, growing atypically for a Marsilea in dry soil.
After a short welcome by Sara Macias, the Central Parks Division Manager, we had lunch
in the garden, provided by the ladies of The Garden Club of Austin. Then we crossed town
to the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. President Johnson’s wife was a great lover of
the American countryside and especially its wild flowers. She set up the centre for research
and the encouragement of the growing of local native flora in gardens and along the major
highways of the United States. Two or three of the demonstration garden plots featured
Thelypteris kunthii, Adiantum capillus-veneris and Arachniodes simplicior var. variegata.
In the dry lands demonstration area, Astrolepis cochisensis and Cheilanthes alabamensis
were included in the planting.
Our final visit was to the Town Park, newly opened in August. There were no ferns here,
but our Austinian hosts were obviously thrilled with the city’s new facility and wanted to
show it off, especially its three main features: a retaining lake to take the overflow from the
Colorado River, which flows through the town, an interactive fountain and an observation
hill. Nearing 6p.m., it was time to book into our hotel and set out for Congress Avenue
Bridge, opposite the hotel, to go bat-watching!
Day 8, 10th October – Westcave Preserve & Austin
Don Naylor
It was a 40-mile drive from Austin to Westcave Preserve in the Texas Hill Country. The
Preserve is on the Pedernales River and demonstrates unique ecological diversity with rock
outcrops enclosing a woodland canyon. Limestone aquifers create pockets of spring water
that provide moisture for abundant plant life. The area is subject to severe flooding, the worst
in recent times being in 1970, when the river reached a height of 70 feet above flood stage.
Two ecosystems are a
grassland area with 45 plant
species and a sheltered
limestone canyon that includes
rare plants with numerous bald
cypress trees, one of which is
estimated to be 400 years old.
The Preserve is ecologically
sensitive, and while visited by
large numbers of schoolchildren, it is carefully protected.
Rock ferns were common. We
noted Adiantum capillus-veneris,
photo: A.H. Ogden
Asplenium resiliens, Cheilanthes
Pellaea ovata in Westcave Preserve
alabamensis, Argyrochosma
dealbata, Pellaea atropurpurea,
P. ovata, Thelypteris kunthii and Equisetum hyemale subsp. affine. We also saw Anemia
mexicana, recently re-established from a reserve close by. Cheilanthes horridula and
Astrolepis integerrima are recorded but were not observed by us.
At the bottom of the canyon was a forty-foot waterfall with a small cave behind it. Spring
water from the waterfall had formed deposits of tufa on top of travertine rock. Ferns were
scattered, along with displays of moss referred to only as ‘common rock moss’. Ferns
growing in a tropical-like environment included large clumps of Thelypteris kunthii on
mini-islands in the stream, while numerous A. capillus-veneris were basking on rock
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outcrops in the stream. Nine unidentified lichens were observed on one piece of limestone
rock. There were pockets of quiet water as well as rapidly flowing water that created two
mini ecosystems. Behind the waterfall, formed by erosion of the soft limestone, was a
shallow cave with re-forming stalactites and stalagmites – vandals had damaged the
columns before the area became a Preserve. Two cotton mouth snakes or water moccasins
were playful in a water pocket at the bottom of the canyon.
The group returned to Austin for lunch. Tour participants were then given the choice of five
activities – visiting the Capital Complex, The Bob Bullock Museum of Texas History,
Umlauf Sculpture Garden, The Blanton Museum of Fine Art, or local nurseries.
For this writer, the most memorable part of the tour was the visit to two private gardens. The
group was invited to the home of Scott Stewart, a retired Dell executive, for refreshments
before dinner. The Texas-style home was perched near the edge of a limestone outcrop. It
featured a swimming pool and water garden that provided wonderful vistas of a wooded
area and downtown Austin. One side of the house featured a water garden with large
boulders brought in and built up to the edge of an outcrop. Scott had used a wide variety of
plants, including Asplenium bulbiferum, Cyrtomium falcatum and Cheilanthes alabamensis.
Our last visit for the day was to the nearby southern antebellum-style home and garden of
Laura and Cater Joseph, where an international chef served up a wide selection of Lebanese
food. The beautifully landscaped garden featured large oak trees and numerous large
Platycerium hanging baskets. Laura has collected seventeen of the eighteen known
Platycerium species and many were observed in several display areas around the grounds.
Darkness prevented a tour of the garden but a re-visit was scheduled for the next morning.
After dessert, Ron Miller, a volunteer from Zilker Garden, gave a demonstration on
dividing a Nephrolepis while Dr Steven Reynolds demonstrated the proper mounting of a
Platycerium on a cedar board.
Day 9, 11th October – San Antonio & the Alamo
Pat Acock
After leaving The Embassy Hotel, Austin, we drove the short distance to the home of our
host of the night before to see her ferns in daylight. Laura has a most magnificent collection
of ferns, which only really need protecting on those few days in the year when there is a
sharp frost or ice-storm. The rest of the year the problem is regularly watering the hanging
baskets and ground plants. The hanging baskets are huge and are hung on long metal wires
from branches high up in the trees. They contained an array of stenochlaenas and
Nephrolepis cultivars and species such as N. biserrata. Smaller baskets contained
Polypodium formosanum and Phymatosorus diversifolius. As well as the really fine range
of platyceriums of varying ages and sizes on a large number of boards, on one small board
Laura had a fine hanging Ophioglossum similar to O. scolopendrina in shape if not size; I
do not know anyone else who has done this. In a pot was one of my favourite local ferns,
Astrolepis sinuosa, growing to an incredible size.
All too soon we were off to San Antonio where we were met at the Botanic Gardens by
Paul Cox who had been there since its beginnings. Paul gave us a quick history and tour of
the main features before we were left to roam and seek out the ferns. The best ferns were in
the dedicated house and the Exhibit Room. Paul had told us not to expect too much of the
Fern Grotto but apart from some sun damage to the tree ferns when the power failed,
preventing the misting and air circulation, there was quite a laudable collection of tropical
ferns. These included Cibotium schiedei, Angiopteris evecta, Diplazium esculentum,
D. proliferum and Cyathea glauca, as well as a few different davallias and aglaomorphas.
We visited the Alamo site, taking in a British pub for lunch. Walking back to the hotel, we saw
plantings of Nephrolepis biserrata, N. cordifolia, Cyrtomium falcatum, Dryopteris erythrosora,
and Thelypteris kunthii, which is the most common fern both planted and natural in the area.
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Day 10, 12th October – San Antonia to Big Bend National Park
Pat Acock
We set out early from San Antonio for the long journey westward on Highway 10. Some
had a delayed start to lunch at the Rest Stop just east of junction 307, as we found the trees
were a staging post for monarch butterflies on their migration to Mexico. Hundreds were
fluttering around the trees and resting in the branches. We also found a pecan nut tree with
the majority of the nuts perfect to supplement lunch.
After going to the visitor centre at Big Bend National Park we went on to the Chisos Lodge
where we met naturalist Petei Guth, our leader for the next two days, who agreed to take us
for a short walk above our chalets before our evening meal. Here we were reminded of the
characters of Pellaea atropurpurea and Astrolepis sinuata, and discussed whether or not all
the Cheilanthes were C. eatonii. We also saw Pellaea cordifolia for the first time. We then
descended for a very pleasant dinner in the restaurant.
Day 11, 13th October – Big Bend National Park
Pat Acock
Early next morning we were taken by Petei not more than 100 yards from our chalets and
saw the delightful Bommeria hispida along with Cheilanthes eatonii, C. bonariensis,
Pellaea atropurpurea, P. intermedia and Astrolepis sinuata.
We drove a little way to one of the Big Bend Trails, the Lost Mine Trail. On our very hasty
walk here we saw all the previous ferns but had to return all too soon as we were to meet
two rangers in 4-wd vehicles who drove us a short way along another trail leading to Cat
Tail Falls to save us a little of the walk. This turned out to be my favourite part of the tour.
It was an incredibly hot day. The terrain was marvellous. The shrubby plants and cacti all
had lots of space around them because of the lack of rainfall, a semi-desert. After half a
mile we came across a wooded area with evergreen oaks along the banks of a stream. I
thought that we would see ferns here but we did not. However, continuing back into the arid
area it was not long before we came to a rocky bluff and saw our first treasure – Astrolepis
cochisensis. Then came a patch of Selaginella arizonica.
As we descended towards the river, which was in a deeply cut channel, the rocky bank to
our left revealed more and more gems – Astrolepis integerrima, A. sinuata and Cheilanthes
eatonii. Although I have seen it in a pot from time to time, to see a patch of Notholaena
standleyi growing naturally is simply magical. At the waterfall we saw Adiantum capillusveneris, and Cheilanthes alabamensis behind some large rocks close by. On the way back
we added C. bonariensis and Notholaena aliena and Klaus also saw N. aschenborniana off
the trail. This was a truly splendid day and gave us a close up view of the Trans Pecos
terrain we had been passing through for long periods of the day before.
Day 12, 14th October – Girl Scout Camp & Nature Trail in Fort Davis Jack Schieber
We started the day at the Mitre Peak Girl Scout Camp, named for the almost perfectly
conical peak located nearby. Here we travelled up a stream-bed, mostly dry, nestled in a
narrow gorge. The geological formations in this area are commonly volcanic extrusions,
often columnar and very striking in appearance. And of course, weathering had had its way
over the millennia so that our path wound its way among a mass of boulders fallen from the
heights above. The walk was worth it for the beauty of the place alone.
I am from eastern US so the ferns we had been seeing on this trip were almost invariably
new to me. I had never even heard of Bommeria hispida let alone seen it. We saw
Cheilanthes bonariensis, C. wrightii, C. tomentosa, C. eatonii, C. lindheimeri and of the
somewhat related genera, Astrolepis sinuata, Pellaea wrightiana and Notholaena standleyi.
I was mostly flummoxed in my observations and in my defence I quote from Flora of North
America: “Cheilanthes is by far the largest and most diverse genus of xeric-adapted ferns.
In its classic circumscription, the genus has been notoriously difficult to distinguish from
other cheilanthoid genera, especially Notholaena and Pellaea.”
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I have always thought of selaginellas as growing in mossy, somewhat protected places; after
all, we do call them spike-mosses. Here we saw Selaginella peruviana and S. rupincola
growing on exposed hillsides of rock and they seemed luxuriant in their desiccation. When I
took a moment to merely see rather than to study, they were indeed beautiful.
A highlight for me was a headland at the end of our walk where a rock wall overhung a
pool. Here southern maidenhair, Adiantum capillus-veneris, grew in huge colonies from the
roof of the overhang and from every nook and cranny. I know this fern well as it is one of
the favourites in my garden so there was no need for study. It was so lovely seeing it
growing where it should be.

photo: courtesy A.H. Ogden

Mitre Peak Girl Scout Camp, Texas, USA
Front row left to right: John Scott, Jennifer Ide, Pat Riehl, Sue Olsen, Alan Ogden,
Margaret Scott, Rose Marie & Jack Schieber
Rear diagonal left to right: Joy Neale, Martin Rickard, John & Pat Acock,
Klaus Mehltreter, Shanti Claycamp, Wimberley & Naud Burnett, Don Naylor

In the afternoon we visited Fort Davis National Historic Site, part of the National Park
System. The Fort was active from 1854 until 1891, the troops stationed there protecting
settlers, wagon trains and mail coaches, primarily from raids by Indians. Our focus was a
nature trail that climbed about 300 feet for more than a mile with many boulders,
switchbacks and, here and there, ferns tucked in the crevices. Petei Guth, our guide, had
provided a checklist of 20 ferns with a note that we would not see them all because they are
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in secluded areas. We saw ferns all along the way but many were dried up almost to the
point of being unidentifiable. Cheilanthes villosa was the only new one although there was
some opinion that we might have seen C. feei as well.
Day 13, 15th October – Pecos to Dallas
Shanti Claycamp
After spending the night in the little town of Pecos, we again loaded the bus and were ready to
embark upon the final leg of our journey back to Dallas. As we drove eastwards toward
Odessa the landscape was flat with only a few trees. Interspaced with the low mesquite trees
were the many ‘nodding donkeys’ pumping up the rich West Texas crude oil that has sustained
that part of the state. After about an hour on the road we stopped at the Monahan Sand Dunes
State Park. Naud told us that he had heard of a Cheilanthes growing at the top of some of the
sand-dunes. His daughter Galen met us and had already scoped out the area for this fern.
Climbing up a steep sand-dune where Galen indicated, Klaus suddenly exclaimed “That’s
impossible!” We huddled around the Astrolepis sinuata he had found, everyone vying for a
look at this fern. Then Klaus again spoke: “It must be in a pot…” As the pot was pulled from
the sand we all turned to look at Naud, who was sniggering on the sidelines, watching the
drama unfold. He had pulled a fast one, with his daughter as his accomplice. We continued on
into the park where the big dunes were. The bravest of our group climbed these mountainous
dunes in order to come whooshing back down on a small plastic disk. We all had great fun.
As we continued to drive east on Highway 20 the
landscape slowly changed from low mesquite trees to
lush oak forests, indicating a change in rainfall from
15 to almost 40 inches. We sampled Texas cooking at
lunch-time at a Cracker Barrel restaurant in Abilene.
But the real treat came that evening at our farewell
dinner. Everyone checked back into the hotel and we
met at Adelmo’s, an incredible Italian restaurant not
too far from Naud and Wim’s house. The food was
excellent, but the company was even better. We ate
heartily and shared stories from our trip and our lives.
Near the end Martin gave a rousing speech recapping
some of the best parts of the trip and thanking Naud
for the superb job he did in planning the tour. Naud
was presented with a memorable glass and two of
Martin’s books, and Wim with a colourful flower
basket. It was a wonderful end to a very memorable
trip: Ferns of the South-west.

photo: A.H. Ogden

Naud Burnett relaxing at final
dinner, Texas, USA

Conclusion
Pat Acock
We must thank Naud and Wim for all their hard work in conceiving and executing such a
magnificent tour; Naud even got up early the next day to take a hardy few for a second look
at his nursery and drove us on to the airport. As he had mentioned in the original notes,
Texas was indeed a state of contrasts. The gradation of rainfall from 60 inches in the east to
15 inches in the west gave us valuable lessons in ecology. The ferns were in direct contrast
to any I had experienced in being mainly xeric. And it was incredibly interesting to see
cheilanthoid fern species first appearing rare then often becoming abundant as the
conditions changed as we moved ever westward.
We owe an incredible debt of gratitude to all the staff at Naud’s nursery, the garden
directors and leaders at the many botanic gardens we visited and the naturalists who gave of
their valuable time. To all of them we extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation, with a
special vote of thanks to Laura Joseph and her Garden Club in Austin. We must also thank
our ever patient driver, James.
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LECTURE MEETINGS AND DAY VISITS
AGM & SPRING MEETING, ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN EDINBURGH
– 24-25 March

Alastair Wardlaw

Not everyone becomes passionately excited by the prospect of an AGM. Nevertheless the
2007 AGM and Spring Meeting, held at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE),
attracted 43 members from as far apart as London, Cornwall and the Island of Skye.
After being welcomed by Prof. Mary Gibby, Director of Science at RBGE, and by Frank
McGavigan, the BPS Scotland Regional Group Organiser, we settled down for the main
event of the morning, the valedictory speech by the retiring President, Dr Adrian Dyer.
His subject was Discovering the Lost Generations and the text is presented elsewhere in
this issue.
This took us up to the lunch break, which the organising committee had generously set
at two hours to allow time for activities that might otherwise have been too rushed. In
fact, the two hours were scarcely enough for inspecting the display of old fern books
(courtesy of Jane Hutcheon, Librarian at RBGE), looking at the posters, consuming
refreshments, chatting to friends, engaging in retail therapy, going on a tour of RBGE
ferns, and viewing an automatic slide-show of all the native British fern species. This
latter had been prepared by Dr Heather McHaffie, the Conservation Officer at RBGE.
In addition, Bryan and Gill Smith had the usual attractive montage of BPS merchandise,
Frank Katzer, the new Booksales Organiser, had a table laden with fern books old and
modern (of which he sold well
over £1,000-worth), while
Grant Fortune, Tim Godfrey
and Mike Taylor presided
over a rapidly snapped-up
assemblage of potted ferns
contributed by members and
which raised £170. I enjoyed
Mike Hayward’s inspirational
display of photos from the
Réunion trip, and Frank
McGavigan’s poster on the
new advice for Fern Recording.
Yvonne Golding displayed
the
Citations
for
the
three pteridologists receiving
Honorary Membership (see
pp. 521-523).
In small groups we were
privileged to be given a
conducted tour of (actually
just a small fraction of)
RBGE’s enormous collection
of ferns under glass and
planted outside. These were
led by Andrew Ensoll, who
master-minds the ferngrowing at RBGE, and
Heather McHaffie. For me,

photo: M. Gibby

Pat Acock with Equisetum × schaffneri at RBGE
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the highlight in the tree-fern house was Dicksonia arborescens, the type species of
Dicksonia, raised by Andrew from spores collected on the Island of St Helena. This
specimen and the few others he has donated, are to my knowledge the only
representatives of the type species living in Britain today. Outside the glasshouses,
Andrew showed us the South African Cyathea dregei, with wrapping to protect against
the typical –11°C ‘grass’ temperatures that RBGE experiences most winters. Nearby we
saw where he has been trialling Blechnum cycadifolium, from his own growing of
spores collected on Robinson Crusoe Island (Juan Fernandez) in the Pacific Ocean.
The AGM started promptly
at 2p.m. and finished at
around 4.10, the detailed
record appearing on p. 503 of
this issue. The main events
were the election of Robert
Sykes as incoming President,
and the presentation of
reports showing that in most
areas the Society is in good
health and adequate wealth.
However,
among
the
significant challenges still
remaining, probably the most
pressing is the more vigorous
promotion of an interest in
ferns, if possible in schools,
but certainly to the wider
public. This would not
only further our charitable
objectives but should also
increase our membership.
AGM-day
was
rounded
off by a dinner, which 35
members attended at the
nearby Dionika Restaurant.

photo: F. McGavigan

Robert Sykes (right) takes over from Adrian Dyer
Next day (Sunday), which was
as President
dry but with a cold wind, about
25 of us had an excursion to
Arthur’s Seat, the volcanic mountain and park in central Edinburgh. This was led by
Adrian Dyer who took us to see one of Britain’s rarest wild ferns, Asplenium ×
murbeckii, which exists as a single plant on a rock-face about two metres above road
level. Growing nearby in the same basalt-type rock were the two parent species, the
common A. ruta-muraria and the extremely uncommon A. septentrionale. With the
knowledge that this hybrid exists so precariously as a single isolated plant, I finished
the weekend with the notion of having (another) go at making Asplenium hybrids
artificially, by co-culturing the gametophytes of parental species. With nine British
parental species of Asplenium, one would have to plan a large checker-board of
combinations to produce all of the 13 interspecific hybrids (A.C. Jermy & J.M. Camus,
The Illustrated Field Guide to Ferns and Allied Plants of the British Isles, 1991), let
alone setting up the pairs of species not yet observed to hybridise. Maybe there is
someone in the Society with such a programme already in hand? If so, it would be good
if we had news of it.
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‘FOR THE LOVE OF MONSTROUS FERNS’ – RHS GARDENS, WISLEY,
SURREY – 3 November (Leader: Jennifer Ide)
Jennifer Ide et al.
On a beautiful sunny day, with the Gardens at their autumn best, 30 BPS members and eight
RHS staff gathered in the Hillside Events Centre at the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS)
Gardens at Wisley for a meeting centred on the donation of the BPS Herbarium to the RHS.
John David, Senior Botanist of the RHS, welcomed participants to the Gardens and
explained the importance of the BPS herbarium to the RHS, in whose herbarium ferns
generally were under-represented, which limited the potential of the collection for
identification and research.
The BPS joined the Royal Horticultural Society in 1920 and has been a fully paid up
affiliated society ever since – 87 years! Jennifer Ide outlined the BPS’s varied connections
with the RHS during this time as seen through the Minutes of the Society. Two subjects
frequently recur: the need to recruit more members and the need for a code for the naming
of cultivars. The RHS fortnightly shows (now monthly) were seen as prime opportunities to
bring the “the fern cult – and our Society – before the gardening public”, and attract new
members. Displays were arranged on a number of occasions from the 1920s to 1968,
winning the Lindley Medal on two occasions. From 1959 to 1996 several attempts were
made to draw up a code for the naming of fern cultivars and to define cultivar groups, the
last attempt being at the invitation of the RHS. But on each occasion it appears to have
proved a task too great for the Society to tackle on its own.
Chris Whitehouse, Keeper of the RHS Herbarium at Wisley, gave a talk on ‘The
Horticultural Herbarium’. He pinpointed three main purposes of such a herbarium: for plant
identification, to serve as a historical record (of events, people and places), and to act as a
statutory repository for botanical ‘types’ and their equivalent horticultural ‘standards’. He
indicated the differences between botanical and horticultural taxonomy, such as the use of
images and the recording of colour – much more important in cultivar than in species
recognition. Some plant groups contain enormous numbers of cultivars, topped by camellias
with a staggering 32,000; fern cultivars were estimated at ‘only’ 650! Chris went on
to outline the history of the RHS herbarium, which included the sorry tale of the first
one being sold as a result of financial difficulties, and so lost. (This parallels the BPS in that
I think our first herbarium was also lost!) The present collection includes specimens
obtained from nurseries, RHS trials, National Collections, members, donations, and
RHS expeditions. It is an essential facility used by botanists, acting as a repository for
Nomenclatural Standards, serving as a permanent record of plant trials and awards, and
maintaining an image library for plant portraits.
[Paragraph author: Graham Ackers]
Graham Ackers, reporting on ‘The BPS Herbarium at Wisley’ explained that there is no
evidence of the original BPS herbarium in the material donated to the RHS, a total of 764
specimens in six collections, mainly of cultivars of British species. The main advantages of
the donation were an opportunity to mount or remount the specimens where necessary
(mainly by Jennifer Ide), and the vetting of the names and the databasing of the collection
(by Graham Ackers), thereby enabling greater accessibility and availability to RHS
botanists and other researchers. A BPS number allocated to each specimen will allow the
identification of the BPS material in the future. Graham reported that the collections of
Martin Rickard, as well as some cultivar specimens presently housed at the Natural History
Museum, are also to be donated to the RHS. He finished by suggesting how the BPS might
work to fill the gaps in the RHS collection.
Martin Rickard completed the morning’s programme by illustrating and, in his own
inimitable way, commenting on the history and garden-worthiness of cultivars (monstrous
ferns!) nominated by participants as their top ten favourite and five least favourite cultivars.
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Asplenium scolopendrium ‘Crispum Bolton’s Nobile’ and Athyrium filix-femina ‘Victoriae’
topped the survey equal first, with Dryopteris affinis ‘Cristata Angustata’ running a close
second. Several cultivars appeared as both favourite and least favourite ferns and there were
some surprising omissions from the list.
The accession of the BPS herbarium into the Wisley collection highlighted the
nomenclature problems for fern cultivars and was the motivation for the afternoon sessions
devoted to the subject of cultivar standards and the registration of cultivar names.
John David gave a rapid but lucid summary of this complex state of affairs. He began by
outlining the differences between the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature
(ICBN) and the International Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants (ICNCP). He
described the concept of Registration, including the founding principle of promoting
uniformity, accuracy and stability in the naming of cultivated plants. He described how the
ICNCP relates to other statutory and non-statutory systems such as Plant Breeders’ Rights
and ‘Selling Names’. Then he outlined the functions of the Registrar, the importance of
publishing lists of accepted names and detailed the process of registering them. He
described how to maintain a set of ‘Standards’ – which can be type specimens, paintings or
photographs of the cultivar – and concluded that it may be possible to designate some fern
cultivar Standards from the BPS Herbarium.
[Paragraph author: Roger Golding]
Michael Grant, a member of both BPS and RHS, continued the theme of registering cultivar
names. He explained that it would be possible under the ICNCP to have a register of fern
cultivar names. However, it would depend on a Registrar being found who would take on
the task of checking the validity of proposed names and compiling a register. Mike took us
through a quick history of the naming of fern cultivars, and how the system had improved
with the nomenclature rules established by the 1953 and 1959 editions of ICNCP. Naming
fern cultivars in future might be easy in some cases, for example, cultivar groups such as
‘Divisilobum Group’ would be allowed, whereas quasi-Latin names, such as ‘Iveryanum’,
would not. As with the names of species, the registration of cultivars depends on
establishing the first occurrence of a published name complete with a useful description
(which, for ferns, could be difficult to track down in early documents and may not even
exist).
[Paragraph author: Bryan Smith]
A forum of four panellists drawn from the team of speakers and chaired by the BPS
President, Robert Sykes, examined the question ‘Where do we go from here? Is there a role
for the BPS?’ After discussing several problems raised by speakers, it was generally agreed
that the registration of fern cultivar names was desirable and that the BPS was the obvious
organisation to be the registering authority. However, the task of setting up the registration
scheme was a mammoth one, and the guidance and support of the RHS would be required if
it was to be achieved and succeed. To avoid the collapse of the project as in previous
attempts, it was suggested that a ‘road-map’ be drawn up of bite-size chunks of work, each
of which could be seen as achievable. A small working group with BPS and RHS
representatives was formed to plan the project.
To finish the day, Jennifer Ide looked ahead towards ‘filling the gaps’ in the Wisley
herbarium. She outlined draft guidance notes, prepared in consultation with Chris
Whitehouse, on the submission of fronds for the RHS Herbarium and demonstrated a few
pointers such as the advantage of rolling fresh fronds in bubble wrap and a template for the
folding of fronds too long for the herbarium sheets.
It was generally agreed that it had been an interesting and useful day, enjoyed in lovely
surroundings with an exciting new glasshouse to view, and that the support offered by John
David on behalf of the RHS would hopefully enable the BPS to realise its long-time dream
to become the registrar for the names of fern cultivars.
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