REGIONAL MEETINGS
YORKSHIRE FERN GROUP (formerly Leeds & District)
Moonwort Surveys, Pennine Dales (Cumbria/North Yorkshire) – 20 & 27 May
Barry Wright
The usual band of keen moonwort hunters (John and Brenda Wilson and Bruce Brown)
turned up on a relatively inhospitable day to continue the surveys we began in 2001.
The moonwort surveys in 2006 were centred south-west of Barnard Castle between
Arkengarthdale (off Swaledale) and the highest pub in England, the Tan Hill Inn. This
area did not seem as promising as other areas in the Dales that had been visited in the
past. However, I did a reconnoitre on 17th May to determine the best places to begin
the survey. This revealed that the section from Arkengarthdale almost as far as Tan Hill
was very unproductive in terms of suitable habitat – although the area was high enough,
being greater than 300 metres altitude, much of the grassland bordering the road was
relatively wet and rush-infested. Having reached Tan Hill and progressed beyond, it
appeared that this area was the most likely to yield good quantities of moonwort
records.
On this basis we arranged to meet at
the Tan Hill Inn (35/896066) on
20th May. From here we drove up to
one of the sites I had found earlier
(35/863102) where there were not
only good quantities of moonwort
(Botrychium lunaria), but also small
colonies of Selaginella selaginoides
growing on the roadside next to a
disused quarry. At this location it
seemed likely that there were
calcareous outcrops nearby creating
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favourable conditions for moonwort.
The group then split up. As
Botrychium lunaria in the Pennine Dales
suspected, the area was relatively
(1p coin 2cm diameter)
poor, with records being of small
colonies irregularly and widely spaced along the roadsides radiating out from Tan Hill.
We met up at the Inn for lunch before starting our afternoon session, which continued to
reveal relatively low records.
Having had a relatively disappointing day, I returned a week later to complete a section
that I had initially looked at in 2005, north-east from Arkengarthdale across a very high
section of open moor known as The Stang road. This revealed a number of good
moonwort records, and, most surprisingly, there was a small colony of adder’s-tongue
fern (Ophioglossum vulgatum) located just before the road descends from the moor tops
into the woodland at grid reference 45/020071. This was a remarkable record as it was at
509 metres, the highest altitude record we have ever recorded during our moonwort and
adder’s-tongue fern surveys.
We agreed that next year we would return to some of the locations in the North York
Moors National Park where we began our epic moonwort surveys, and resurvey some of
these to try to find out whether or not there have been any population changes since our
initial visits. In addition, we will investigate some new areas in the Pennine Dales,
possibly going as far north as Teesdale.
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Brockadale Nature Reserve, West Yorkshire – 3 June

Brian Byrne

On the first hot sunny day of the summer just four members gathered in the car park of this
large Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve (44/512173). We were here at the invitation of Paul and
Joyce Simmons of the reserve management committee, who wanted us to clarify and confirm
some of the ferns of the Dryopteridaceae that they had found. With their detailed knowledge of
the site, we were also hoping to improve on the number of ferns recorded on our Group’s last
visit here in 2000, particularly as no-one present on this trip had been on the previous one!
The reserve, situated about nine miles NNW of Doncaster on the Magnesian Limestone, is
essentially an elongated patchwork of woodland and grassland stretching for about two
miles on both sides of the steep-sided valley of the river Went, and most of the limestone
crags here are within the woodland and in shade. In spite of the heavy and prolonged
rainfall prior to our visit, the whole site was quite dry. The long-term average annual
rainfall in this area is low (less than 24 inches), and the average summer potential water
deficit is about four inches, so the pteridological potential of the reserve is severely limited.
We set off from the car park and must have walked nearly half a mile, partly through botanically
rich and colourful limestone grassland, before seeing a fern – male fern, Dryopteris filix-mas, at
the stile into woodland (44/508170). This was followed by hart’s-tongue, Asplenium
scolopendrium in quantity and broad buckler fern, Dryopteris dilatata. The polypody on a
rotting log (44/510171) was later confirmed by Bruce Brown to be Polypodium vulgare. Our
hosts led us to a magnificent twayblade meadow, where moonwort was also known to grow and
where a few years ago they had discovered adder’s-tongue. They had prepared for our visit and
took us straight to the colony of Botrychium lunaria (44/506170) – good specimen plants up to six
inches tall in the long grass, and the nearby Ophioglossum vulgatum – plants up to eight inches
tall in similar vegetation and seemingly in the drip-zone below the edge of the crown of a tree.
On our way from the meadow down to the riverside path we came across some fine specimens
of scaly male fern, Dryopteris affinis subsp. borreri. The path was through hart’s-tongue-rich
woodland and we walked west towards the village of Wentbridge. At the base of an almost
barren limestone crag above the path were just two plants of maidenhair spleenwort,
Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens (44/501172). On the river side of the path below
this crag was a good, if somewhat dwarfed, specimen of narrow buckler fern, Dryopteris
carthusiana growing on a log and so avoiding the calcareous substrate. A short distance further
on and up the slope on our left was a magnificent soft shield-fern, Polystichum setiferum, with
about six smaller satellite plants around it. After passing under the A1 trunk road we walked
through a large colony of common horsetail, Equisetum arvense (44/492171). We crossed the
river in Wentbridge and walked back on the north side, recording three or four plants of wall
rue, Asplenium ruta-muraria, on the limestone outcrop above the path (44/500175). The last
species of fern seen on the reserve was bracken, Pteridium aquilinum.
Thirteen fern species is not a great haul, and we had missed the lady fern, Athyrium filixfemina, growing by the river and seen by members on their visit six years ago; but they did
not see the Polystichum or the Botrychium. The majority of ferns were scarce (one to four
individual plants) and/or restricted to one small specific location and easily missed in such a
large reserve. I never imagined that I would ever regret not seeing Athyrium filix-femina!

Renishaw Hall and Hillside Gardens, Chesterfield, North Derbyshire – 26 August
Paul Ruston
The main emphasis of this meeting was to look at the fern collections and fern culture at
two of east Derbyshire’s most beautiful private gardens. Eight members and one guest
assembled at Renishaw Hall (43/436786), the home of the Sitwell family. The gardens at
Renishaw are of the Italianate style with woodland and lakeside walks.
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Our walk around the perimeter of the garden took us along the top of a long, stone-terraced
rose border where we saw Dryopteris filix-mas, D. affinis subsp. borreri and Asplenium
scolopendrium in the wall, and on the south-facing wall of a ha-ha were cushions of
A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens. The fern border at the start of the woodland walk
displayed most of the popular and available species and cultivars of British and hardy foreign
ferns: Adiantum aleuticum, Athyrium otophorum var. okanum, A. niponicum ‘Pictum’,
Cyrtomium falcatum, C. fortunei, Dryopteris affinis ‘The King’, D. filix-mas ‘Barnesii’,
D. filix-mas ‘Polydactyla’, D. wallichiana, Polypodium vulgare, Polystichum setiferum
‘Divisilobum’ and P. polyblepharum. Despite the severe summer drought all looked in fine
fettle. We followed the woodland walk to a spot above a disused quarry, where down below us
we could see what were obviously six very green and leafy tree-ferns. A somewhat steep
descent of the steps enabled us to discern that they were young Dicksonia antarctica, their
trunks averaging around sixty
centimetres in length. According to the
Head Gardener, David Kesteven, these
tree-ferns receive minimum attention
throughout the year, save for
occasional watering during very dry
summers, and use of straw to protect
the crowns when temperatures below
freezing were imminent. The fronds
apparently remained green during the
winter of 2005/06, until sharp frosts in
March 2006 turned them brown.
Among the dicksonias were several
photo: P.I. Ruston
young and very small Matteuccia
struthiopteris, none with fertile fronds. Dicksonia antarctica at Renishaw Hall, Derbyshire
The quarry and woodland slopes were populated with some grand looking Dryopteris dilatata.
We mused over several Dryopteris occupying the upper parts of a derelict gatehouse; D. affinis
subsp. borreri seemed more probable than D. filix-mas as the lamina was rather yellow-green
and glossy. On our way back to the car park and café for lunch, some of us passed through a
narrow courtyard where a keen-eyed member spotted several Asplenium adiantum-nigrum in a
wall above, growing among some stunted plants of A. scolopendrium and Dryopteris filix-mas.
After lunch we spent a leisurely hour enjoying these splendid gardens at our own pace. The
National Yucca Collection was much admired by all, as was the magnificent Magnolia
grandiflora covering the south side of the house. Some members availed themselves of the
produce of the Renishaw vineyards.
A short drive in the afternoon took us to Hillside, New Whittington, where we were met by
Eric Lee. Eric’s garden, on a steep sloping site, is landscaped with streams, pools, rock gardens
and terraced paths which, with the liberal use of a wide variety of small trees, shrubs, alpines
and herbaceous plants, has created a garden that is of interest throughout the year. Plantings of
numerous varieties of Pinus mugo, junipers and bamboos first greet you at the start of the
garden tour. Eric maintains that he has 150 species and varieties of ferns at Hillside and that
ferns are his favourite plants. We began our tour at the top of the garden where we saw
Adiantum venustum, Osmunda regalis and Equisetum scirpoides along the margins of a stream
and pool; Eric assured us that he manages to control the spread of this Equisetum. Working our
way steadily along the terracing, where carefully maintained shrubs provide sheltered spots for
ferns, we saw Athyrium filix-femina ‘Frizelliae’, A. niponicum ‘Wildwood Twist’, a very nice
A. otophorum and several plumose A. filix-femina. A very crispy looking Dryopteris hirtipes
and a striking D. dickinsii with yellow fronds and dark scales caught our attention, as well as
D. atrata, D. sieboldii and Polystichum rigens. Upon reaching the bottom of the garden we
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viewed Eric’s main fern collection, where we discussed the identification of several
P. setiferum (P. setiferum ‘Smith’s Cruciate’ stood out from the crowd) and Polypodium
cambricum variants; Eric is in the process of relabelling his ferns. By the margins of a pool we
admired Osmunda claytoniana and a small group of some very lacy looking Paesia scaberula.
The day finished with refreshments courtesy of Eric. Thank you Eric for an interesting and
memorable afternoon.

AGM, RHS Garden Harlow Carr, Harrogate, North Yorkshire – 30 September
Bruce Brown
We do not normally report on our AGM activities but one or two items this year were of
wider interest. Our group name has been discussed at previous annual meetings, but this
time, after some debate, we finally decided to change it to ‘Yorkshire Fern Group’, as
‘Leeds & District’ was no longer felt to fully reflect our geographical area of operation.
The other news was that Barry Wright had decided to stand down as Chairman in order to
concentrate more on his PhD studies, although he will continue as a member of the Group.
He has served in office for ten years and as a token of our appreciation for all his hard work
and dedication to the Group we presented him with a book token and also gave flowers to
his wife, Anne.
No Chairman was elected, but Alison Evans agreed to take on many of Barry’s
administrative duties as Meetings Secretary. Bruce Brown was re-elected as Treasurer/
Secretary and will become the official contact for the Group. A 2007 meetings programme
was provisionally agreed.
A tour of the NCCPG National Collection of Polypodium at Harlow Carr revealed some
naming discrepancies – earlier we had been examining fronds from Barry’s extensive
Polypodium collection with a total of 42 species and cultivars. We also felt that the number
of different taxa ought to be more extensive in a National Collection. Several members
volunteered to help Barry liaise with Harlow Carr to upgrade and rename their collection.
Ken Trewren also offered to help with their National Collection of Dryopteris.

SOUTH-EAST
Portsmouth, Hampshire – 15 July (Leader: Andrew Leonard)

Steve Munyard

On a warm sunny day ten members assembled at 41/597123 to explore the mixed oak woodland
at West Walk, north-east of Wickham. Walking alongside ditches and banks through the
woodland we observed, in order of appearance, Pteridium aquilinum, Blechnum spicant,
Dryopteris dilatata, Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris carthusiana, D. × deweveri, D. affinis
subsp. borreri, Osmunda regalis, Dryopteris filix-mas, D. affinis subsp. affinis, Polystichum
setiferum and P. aculeatum. An excellent range of ferns for a wood in this part of the country,
which enabled us to point out their distinguishing features to some of our newer members. On our
way back to the cars we saw many large fritillary butterflies, probably silver-washed fritillaries.
After a picnic lunch near the car park we moved just a mile north to 41/601141 to look at an
old railway bridge across a disused railway cutting now used as a footpath. In the bridge
brickwork we noted Asplenium ceterach and A. adiantum-nigrum. Below in the cutting we
saw Polypodium interjectum, Asplenium scolopendrium, Dryopteris filix-mas, D. affinis subsp.
borreri, D. dilatata and Polystichum setiferum, all growing luxuriantly in the deep shade.
We then drove in convoy to Bashons in Scott Road, Hilsea, on Portsea Island. Below this
war-time gun emplacement was a large colony of Ophioglossum vulgatum on flat ground
beside Equisetum arvense.
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Our last stop of the day was at the ‘Portsmouth Botanic Gardens’, as Andrew’s allotment is
affectionately known to South-East Group members. Here, under two enormous polythene
tunnels, was Andrew’s outstanding collection of plants, gathered over many years. One
tunnel was covered in polythene with elliptical holes in it, effectively a shade house open to
the elements, and the other was fully enclosed. As it is so close to the sea and temperatures
rarely fall below –2ºC, plants grow here that most of us can only hope to raise in a heated
house. The ferns were too numerous to mention but there was a whole range of
Macaronesian plants as well as hardy ferns from all around the world. The only other plants
grown were a few palms.
We enjoyed a barbecue produced by Andrew, his friend Carol and her aunt, which
rounded off a well-planned and enjoyable day. We must say a big thank you to Andrew,
who always researches these days so well, surprising us with a good range of ferns and
habitats in a part of the country where unusual ferns are not so easy to track down, and
many of us left with plants from his polytunnels.

Bagshot Heath, Camberley and Savill Gardens, Windsor, Berkshire/Surrey
Bryan Smith
Borders – 9 September (Leader: Graham Ackers)
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Dryopteris cristata, Bagshot Heath, Surrey
Peter Tindley, Barrie Stevenson, Peter Clare

A gloriously sunny day bode well
for our annual joint South-East and
East Anglia Groups’ meeting and
around 20 members met at Bagshot
Heath (41/890624). A walk of
about a mile across the Heath led us
to what was, for the East Anglian
members particularly, a real treat –
Dryopteris cristata outside its usual
Norfolk Broads habitat. Several
stands of this beautiful fern were
found growing within a fairly small
area alongside a stream; although
we searched on both sides it was
only found on the east side of the
stream in Surrey and not on the
Berkshire side. One wonders “Why
here?” when it is such a rarity
outside Norfolk. We also found
D. carthusiana, but try as we may,
no convincing observations of
D. × uliginosa (the D. carthusiana ×
D. cristata hybrid) could be made.
Other ferns seen that morning were
D. dilatata, D. filix-mas, Athyrium
filix-femina, Blechnum spicant and,
of course, Pteridium aquilinum.

After a picnic lunch on the Heath, we drove to Savill Gardens (41/976710), 35 acres located
within Windsor Great Park and created in the 1930s by Sir Eric Savill. A small splinter group
went initially to find Oreopteris limbosperma alongside a lake about half a mile from the car
park, and other ferns seen here were Athyrium filix-femina, Osmunda regalis, Dryopteris
dilatata, D. filix-mas and Pteridium aquilinum. Meanwhile, the rest of the group went directly
into the gardens, and what an outstanding collection of ferns (and other plants) was seen. John
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Bond built up a National Collection of Hardy Ferns here, and apparently what was left of this
collection had recently been supplemented with many new plants. A full list of ferns would
take up several pages, but just to whet your appetite it included Dryopteris caucasica,
D. championii, D. crassirhizoma, D. cristata, D. × fraser-jenkinsii (D. affinis × D. guanchica),
D. goldiana, D. juxtaposita, D. redactopinnata, D. stenolepis, D. sublacera, D. uniformis,
D. yigongensis, Osmunda regalis, O. cinnamomea, Polystichum piceopaleaceum and
Woodwardia orientalis subsp. formosana. The labelling was very clear and in a number of
cases included acquisition details, some originating from Chris Fraser-Jenkins, and I gather
(but did not spot) some donated by the BPS as well.
Once again, a pleasant day was had meeting ferny friends and seeing some lovely ferns.

photo: L.A.M. Williams

Savill Gardens, Windsor Great Park
Geoffrey Winder, Howard Matthews, Gerald Downey, Bryan Smith,
Tim Pyner, Peter Tindley, Barrie Stevenson, Steve Munyard, Gill Smith

Mallydams Wood, Steve and Karen Munyard’s and Mark Border’s Gardens,
Pat Acock
Hastings, East Sussex – 4 November
About a dozen of us gathered at the RSPCA (Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals) Centre at Mallydams Wood near Fairlight (51/862124), where we were given an
introduction to the Centre and an outline of the topography of the wood by Bel Deering, the
centre’s manager. We had a list of ten ferns present and we managed to see them all as well
as Dryopteris affinis subspp. affinis and borreri. The woods are a valuable asset to the
RSPCA. They use them as a teaching resource for local groups and schools and are aware
of their potential for restoration; a number of exotic trees are present and pose no problem,
but some work in removing the cherry laurel and rhododendron would greatly improve the
site for ferns, especially in the small pond area. The richest area for ferns was along the
small stream-bed where the most notable plants were a large Polystichum setiferum and a
few very tall Dryopteris affinis.
We moved on to Steve and Karen’s house in Hastings, where we were able to share the
triple delight of viewing their garden, looking at the library and having a hearty lunch. The
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garden is on a steep bank, sloping down to one of the famous Hastings glens. Here in the
open and in three glasshouses Steve has a magnificent collection of plants with a range of
themes but most notably ferns. Many run rampant over the terraces and in amongst them
you need to search for little gems like Asplenium septentrionale. Steve’s ‘library’ consists
of a range of fern books gathered over a great many years and from all over the world as
well as a wonderful collection of floras. The lunch… One has to experience one of Karen’s
lunches to really appreciate them.
At Mark Border’s new home in St Leonards-on-Sea we discovered that he had invested in
an even bigger garden, which carries straight on and into a lovely Sussex wood. Close to the
house Mark has arranged beds with a number of plants with interesting ferns, especially
behind the large cactus house that housed rare delights such as Adiantum reniforme. In the
old woodland Mark explained that he did not have to clear much as the mature trees
prevented such nuisances as brambles and bracken and basically all he had to do was add a
fern here or there or dig a small area over, mulch and add the ferns, as he had done with a
bed of Asplenium scolopendrium cultivars. One part of the garden had cultivars, another
British ferns and another had exotic ferns. Tim Pyner and I were examining one beautifully
growing Dryopteris azorica only for Tim to discover he had given the plant to Mark a few
year’s earlier and of course it was much better than the one he had in his own garden.
After tea and cakes we examined a beautiful collection of books Mark had set out and then
watched slides from members’ recent exploits in Canada, the Azores and Réunion. Grateful
thanks go to Mark Border, and Karen and Steve Munyard for yet another most excellent
meeting in the south-east.

EAST ANGLIA
Indoor Meeting, Thurlow, Suffolk – 21 January

Barrie Stevenson

Continuing our traditional winter series of talks, guest speaker Michael Hayward shared with us
his enthusiasm and deep knowledge in a presentation entitled ‘Close-up on Ferns of the World’.
Michael lives in south-west Lancashire, a five-minute walk from Great Crosby’s seashore.
His garden is sandy and prone to strong winds, and he has coped with growing ferns in such
inhospitable conditions by enriching the soil and erecting shelter in the form of wooden
structures wreathed in climbing plants. He has also built scree beds, banks and walls to
accommodate ferns, and tender specimens are grown under glass. We were given a
photographic guided tour of Michael’s garden, admiring particularly Dicksonia antarctica,
D. fibrosa and Cyathea smithii, below which grew a Pellaea protected only by the tree-fern
fronds. The soil is neutral and Cystopteris fragilis is thriving and becoming positively
invasive. Lime is added for the growing of polypodies.
In complete contrast, Michael gave us a whistle-stop tour of fern-hunting trips undertaken
since he became a BPS member. Highlights included, from Tenerife, Cheilanthes pulchella
growing in lava fields and vast areas of Adiantum reniforme growing not only in damp
shade but also on the tops of walls exposed to sunlight. From Madeira we particularly
admired Asplenium (Ceterach) lolegnamense and Diphasiastrum maderense. Here the
growth of Trichomanes speciosum was so lush and the fronds so long that it was “necessary
to wade through it”, as Michael explained. Woodwardia radicans grew to a vast size, and
the alien Cyrtomium falcatum covered large areas. Finally we were impressed by the ferns of
Trinidad, which were often enormous, Pteris gigantea, for instance, truly living up to its name,
and even Trichomanes superbum sported fronds three cells thick. Michael’s photographs were
superbly composed, always relating subject to background, but his most outstanding shots
were those concentrating upon minutely observed details: a perfectionist approach indeed.
395

On display during the meeting was Michael’s collection of books illustrated by Nature
Printing, a method originally perfected on the Continent and shamelessly purloined by
Henry Bradbury for his own use in the production of such publications as Nature-Printed
British Ferns by Thomas Moore (Octavo: 2 vols., 1859). Nature Printing pre-Bradbury is
little known in this country and it was a delight to see this collection and hear the history of
the development of a now-defunct method of printing.
As well as expressing our thanks to Michael on behalf of a large, appreciative audience
(including an enthusiastic group of South-East Region members) we were much indebted to
Mary Hilton, who again acted as hostess for our ever-popular winter treat.

Harefield Place Nature Reserve, Harrow Weald Common and Howard
Tim Pyner
Matthews’ Garden, Middlesex – 3 June
On a sunny morning, eight members met Howard Matthews, our leader for the day, at
Uxbridge Golf Course for the short walk to Harefield Place (51/056871). The reserve is
managed by Hillingdon Natural History Society and consists of oak/ash woodland on
boulder clay. Ten species of fern and horsetail had been recorded previously and the group
managed to re-find them all. Dryopteris filix-mas and D. dilatata were frequent.
D. carthusiana occurred as scattered plants in damper areas. There were a few D. affinis,
one plant was probably subsp. affinis, the remainder being probable subsp. borreri.
Athyrium filix-femina was occasionally spotted and a few Polystichum setiferum flourished
in one area. A handful of Asplenium scolopendrium were spotted hidden under undergrowth
and Howard showed us a large colony of Polypodium interjectum on a fallen tree. The final
species found was Equisetum palustre in a pond, one of a handful of its known sites in this
part of Greater London.
We then drove on to Harrow Weald Common where we took lunch at Old Redding, with
superb views across the London Basin to the Surrey Hills. We then walked across the road
to the wooded common (51/143928). This wood consisted mainly of oak and hornbeam,
and the acid nature of the soil was revealed by the large amounts of Pteridium aquilinum.
Much of the wood was previously part of the Grimsdyke estate, the former home of Sir
William Gilbert. The impressive house still stands and was being used by a wedding party
when we arrived. We managed to skirt around the gardens without attracting too much
attention, admiring Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens and A. scolopendrium on
the brick walls. Fine clumps of Osmunda regalis surrounded a pond and Matteuccia
struthiopteris was established in a border. Away from the formal garden a nice colony of
Onoclea sensibilis was naturalised by a shaded pond.
Away from Grimsdyke House, Howard showed us Blechnum spicant, a single small plant
on the side of a small ditch. In 1990 Howard and a predecessor of this plant achieved some
prominence in the local press. Unfortunately it was due to the plant’s demise (Howard
having informed the newspaper of this fact), as it was the last plant known from Middlesex,
having existed here since its discovery in 1866. However, since then B. spicant has been
found on Hampstead Heath and now this sporeling has been found at the original spot.
Further along the track a few stems of Equisetum sylvaticum were seen by the ditch,
apparently part of a much larger colony extending into an overgrown meadow that was not
open for access.
We made our way back to our cars and headed to Howard’s garden in Harrow for our
much-anticipated visit. We were not disappointed with what we saw. The garden was full of
ferns, laid out in different habitats including rockeries, troughs and ponds. Howard
thoughtfully provided a list of his ferns that included planting dates and location in the
garden. The list revealed that 140 taxa are grown and over 60 of these are Dryopteris. They
were very well grown and it was interesting to see so many growing side-by-side so that
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subtle differences could be compared. A good selection of other hardy genera is grown and
all were in prime condition. The day was completed with an excellent spread of food and
drink. Our thanks go to Howard and his wife Tina for a very well organised and memorable
day.

Upton Broad, Norfolk – 15 July

Bryan Smith

George Taylor, Nature Warden with Norfolk Wildlife Trust, has been a good friend to
the BPS over the years, having been our guide on two national meetings and two local
meetings, so a chance of his expertise on another trip was something to look forward to.
Upton Broad (63/380137) is an area of around 70 hectares to the north of Acle and has
been largely unexplored for pteridophytes. A small but keen band of East Anglia group
members met up with George on this lovely sunny day and proceeded to explore the fen
on the western side of the broad. We quickly came across Dryopteris dilatata,
D. carthusiana, Athyrium filix-femina, Thelypteris palustris, Pteridium aquilinum and
Equisetum arvense.
After lunch, we drove round to the eastern side of the broad, an area only acquired by the
Trust in the past couple of years. In addition to some of the same species we had seen in the
morning, we added Equisetum fluviatile to our list, and had the added bonus of seeing acres
and acres of marsh fern, almost like lush lawns! Unfortunately, Dryopteris cristata
remained elusive throughout the day – one felt it ought to be there, and no doubt further
exploration will reveal its whereabouts.
The fens are not an area to explore incautiously, and even with George’s careful guidance
one of our party managed to disappear up to the waist in smelly brown mud having stepped
on an innocuous patch of scrub. Apparently, the mud can extend to a depth of five metres
beneath the broad! Fortunately, the hot sunny day and closeness of the freshwater broad
enabled stripping off for a wash, much to the dismay of the local wildlife.
We spent a glorious sunny day exploring, and apart from the ferns were rewarded with
seeing a number of orchids, dragonflies (Upton Broad is in the top ten of UK dragonfly
sites) and butterflies (including the elusive white admiral). George again came up trumps.

Autumn Indoor Meeting, Barrow, Suffolk – 21 October

Barrie Stevenson

At the time of writing, we look forward to our end-of-year meeting, very kindly hosted by
Marie and Geoff Winder. We shall no doubt admire late cyclamen and early snowdrops
and, of course, the many ferns established in the garden and those in earlier stages of
growth in greenhouse and cold frames.
We shall enjoy images from the past year’s meetings and from gardens with particular ferny
interest both at home and abroad. There will be a display of fern-related books and
artefacts, a bring-and-buy fern sale, and we shall wind up the season with a fine spread of
food, which is a splendid tradition of this particular gathering.

NORTH-WEST
Helsington Barrows, Kendal, and Robert Sykes’ Garden, Crosthwaite, Cumbria
– 17 June

Peter Campion (a.m.) & Melville Thomson (p.m.)

Helsington Barrows, part of Scout and Cunswick Scars SSSI, is the southern end of a
limestone escarpment with open woodland, about two miles south-west of the centre of
Kendal. The rich turf covers limestone, with areas of loose stones, ‘sinks’ and small
grykes providing niche micro-habitats for ferns. Some three to four years had elapsed
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since sheep were removed, since when the area has been grazed by a number of Black
Galloway cattle; as a result, a number of trees were beginning to regenerate, including
white beam, oak, larch, hawthorn and juniper. Many other plants had recovered as well,
although blackberries and other less desirable species were taking advantage too. Getting
the balance right for the rarer plants, animals and birds will be a challenge for the
National Trust.
After meeting at one of the entrances (34/494899), Gordon Clarke (one of our members)
briefed us and gave us an optimistic list of ferns that we might find. We found a
Polypodium growing on the limestone dry-stone wall. The specimen was not good but
seemed to be either P. interjectum or P. cambricum; perhaps a return visit in the autumn
will settle the matter. The dominant fern of the whole area was found to be Pteridium
aquilinum – no surprise there. We then walked north across to an area of loose stone in
which was found Asplenium trichomanes, luxuriant tufts of A. ruta-muraria and a single
A. viride; for many of us it was the first time we had seen A. ruta-muraria growing other
than on a wall. A rather poor specimen of A. scolopendrium was seen struggling to develop
in a spot that was a bit dry and in strong sunlight. The developing flowers of the dark red
helleborine Epipactis atrorubens were also spotted.
We were then led up the hill through mixed woodland and open grassland towards the
summit and on the way we saw Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata, Oreopteris limbosperma,
Athyrium filix-femina and Blechnum spicant, the latter quite happy in the humus over the
limestone. As we came out again into the open, a ‘sink’ gave us our first view of
Cystopteris fragilis, growing very well along one side of the rim. Then on to one of the few
grykes with a mature Asplenium scolopendrium, a rarity (on the Barrows), obviously
protected from grazing in the narrow crack in the rocks.
At the top of the hill we were treated to the lesser butterfly orchid, Platanthera bifolia and
more Epipactis atrorubens. Among the loose rocks on the ridge was an abundance of
Asplenium trichomanes and some A. viride. Next we went down into a gully and then as we
climbed up a steep slope, there at the top of the scree was a wide spread of Gymnocarpium
robertianum; many of us felt the visit was worth it for this alone! Further areas of
Cystopteris fragilis were also present.
Much needed picnic lunches were enjoyed, the stunning views towards Morecambe Bay
and the antics of skylarks enjoyed. A vote of thanks was given to Gordon for his
guidance and obvious love and care for this outstanding piece of Lakeland. Of Gordon’s
original list we saw all that he had suggested with the exception of sorting out that
Polypodium!
In the afternoon we had the privilege and pleasure of visiting Robert and Sue Sykes’ garden
at Ormandy House in Crosthwaite. Though the planting is by no means restricted to ferns, it
is immediately apparent that they feature largely. Robert recounted how an approach by the
NCCPG aiming at nomination as a National Collection had petered out, and one can
understand their reservations, the garden being much more of a Personal Selection. Robert’s
comments about each and every fascinating oddity – anecdotes referring to an acquisition or
a debate on an interesting or controversial aspect of the specimen – are a vital part of the
experience, which could not be brought out by formal labels.
Of particular interest to members was an extensive area of marsh fern around the pond – not
often seen in a garden setting, and an impressive specimen of western sword fern,
Polystichum munitum. Ferns with a particular local connection were Polypodium australe
[cambricum] ‘Cambricum Barrowii’ found by Mr Barrow on Whitbarrow and, with special
personal links, the Polystichum setiferum (Ramosum group) ‘Robert Sykes’, described by
Jimmy Dyce as “A wonder to behold.” We could only agree.
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Johnny’s Wood, Borrowdale, Cumbria – 15 July

John Grue

(Leaders: Ken Trewren & Mike Porter)
On a beautiful summer’s morning, eighteen of us met at the National Trust car park at
Seatoller (35/245138). Johnny’s Wood is an ancient oak wood on difficult bouldery and
craggy ground. It has a particularly cool and moist micro-climate as it faces north-east and
is within three kilometres of England’s wettest recorded spot. Deep beds of leaf mould and
bryophytes are common. It is (usually) relatively little grazed, although on this occasion
there was very severe grazing evident on all the more accessible, flatter areas. There were
several records of pteridophytes that we wished to check, some hoped for guidance on
Dryopteris affinis and the possibility of some new records as well as the certainty of seeing
fine examples of well-loved ferns.
Before we started out, Ken whetted our appetites for rarities by showing us a frond of
Dryopteris × deweveri (D. carthusiana × D. dilatata) that he had found at Witherslack the
previous evening. There have been no records of this fern from Cumbria since 1970.
Our first special fern in the wood was a handsome specimen of Dryopteris affinis subsp.
paleaceolobata. We were able to compare its crimped pinnules and browner scales with
those of a nearby subsp. affinis. A short distance on, a fern gave us some doubts. Opinion
(amongst those with enough knowledge and/or assertiveness to venture an opinion) was
divided between D. filix-mas × D. affinis subsp. affinis and D. filix-mas × D. affinis subsp.
paleaceolobata. We agreed that D. × complexa was an appropriate name. A few metres
further on was another interesting and difficult fern, probably D. affinis subsp. borreri, a
new, if unsurprising, record for this tetrad. Nearby were some plants of Athyrium filixfemina displaying unusual pinnule shapes. Ken identified this as chewing mite damage, to
the disappointment of one or two gardeners.
A foray onto some steep and difficult ground gave us our first Hymenophyllum wilsonii
(35/253146). This colony was in excellent condition considering the generally dry
conditions; we observed the entire indusium. Nearby was a small colony of Asplenium
trichomanes. The pinnule shape was that of subsp. quadrivalens, an unlikely find on this
heavily leached acidic substrate.
After lunch, some went unsuccessfully in search of the previously recorded H. tunbrigense,
which has not been seen for many years. They did find several more small very dry and
apparently moribund colonies of H. wilsonii, including a more accessible one close to the
northern edge of the wood. A wetter summer would facilitate a search. The main party
worked back along the crags and was more successful, finding both a clear, although
damaged, Dryopteris expansa and nearby a very heavily grazed, but almost certain D. ×
ambroseae. (Johnny’s Wood is one of very few places south of the Scottish border where
this fern is recorded.) A final bonus came with the discovery of several patches of
Trichomanes speciosum gametophytes.
The other ferns seen in and around the wood included Cryptogramma crispa, Blechnum
spicant, Pteridium aquilinum, Oreopteris limbosperma (some with very strong lemon
fragrance), Polypodium vulgare on cliffs and as an epiphyte, Dryopteris dilatata in
profusion, D. filix-mas, D. oreades, beautiful growths of Gymnocarpium dryopteris
amongst the boulders and large patches of Phegopteris connectilis, some of the best
colonies of which draped over a dripping rock-face.
Twenty taxa seemed a good score for the day. But we were due at Nan Hicks’ home in
Grange for tea and to visit her extraordinary and beautiful garden. As parking close to her
house is very difficult, we used the National Trust car park at the Bowderstone
(35/252168). As soon as we got out of the cars more discoveries were made. The first was a
luxuriant plant of Dryopteris affinis subsp. cambrensis, another new record. Ken showed us
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its characteristics, including its thin, twisted scales: A few metres away was a clump
containing (to the confusion of the less taxonomically gifted) plants of D. filix-mas,
D. affinis subsp. paleaceolobata and, at an unusually low height for the Lake District,
D. oreades.
On the bridge at Grange we were pleased to see that the fern colonies had recovered from
the pointing of about ten years ago. Additions for the day included Asplenium ceterach,
A. ruta-muraria and more definite A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens. In the village, the
display of multiple species of ferns on the café wall was as glorious as ever. We added
another taxon to the list with the interesting colony of bifurcate Polypodium interjectum,
bringing the total for the day up to twenty-five. Now, if we could include the taxa in Nan’s
paradise garden…
A red-letter day. Excellent leaders, a beautiful wood, new ferns for almost all of us, and a
delicious and most welcome tea.

Hutton Roof, Burton-in-Kendal, Cumbria – 5 August

Robert Sykes

I was last on the summit plateau of Hutton Roof 15 or 20 years ago. Then there were wide
areas of open limestone pavement, with classical clints and grykes and plenty of ferny
interest. I volunteered cheerfully at the last NW Group AGM to take a party up there. It has
changed: the grykes are choked with scrub; there are tracks through but it is no longer
possible to wander freely. So I was relieved when Alec Greening suggested we look at the
Lancelot Clarke Storth nature reserve, which butts on to the summit area. It belongs to the
Cumbria Wildlife Trust, and forms the western flank of the hill. I was privileged to have a
reconnaissance with Alec and Charles Dale, the warden.
We approached from the south (34/553763) through an area managed by the Forestry
Commission. We climbed through woodland, which had been recently thinned and in part
clear-felled. A small crag near the bottom and areas of broken pavement further up
furnished the usual limestone pavement suspects: Cystopteris fragilis (two or three clumps
on the crag), Asplenium scolopendrium, A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, A. rutamuraria, Gymnocarpium robertianum (very scorched by the recent drought), Polystichum
aculeatum, also looking rather bleached, and large quantities of Dryopteris submontana. In
addition there was bracken of course, Polypodium interjectum on a tree, a single plant of
Blechnum spicant, presumably in an acid pocket, Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris filixmas, D. dilatata and D. affinis (subspp. borreri and affinis we thought – Dryopteris
identification did not flow as confidently as at the previous meeting in Borrowdale, when
Ken Trewren was with us).
We stopped briefly at the trig point, but saw none of the spectacular views; this was a day
of low cloud. Then we walked downhill through the Lancelot Clarke Storth reserve: it is a
mixed habitat of open heath, some woodland, patchy higher up but continuous lower down,
and spectacular sheets of limestone pavement, enjoyed by us all, with the exception of
Cynthia Kelsall’s diminutive and elderly dog. It mattered not that only one species was
added to the fern list: Charles Dale appeared like a fairy godmother and showed us a single
modest Asplenium ceterach. In return we told him of a few fronds of Cystopteris fragilis,
hiding in a gryke at the top of his patch. We did see the broad-leaved helleborine (Epipactis
helleborine) and angular Solomon’s seal (Polygonatum odoratum). The fern of the day for
my money was the Dryopteris submontana, which was widespread and lush, unaffected
apparently by the drought, and for once ungrazed: there are no sheep allowed in the reserve,
though cattle are introduced at some times of year.
We dropped off the hill to the village of Dalton (noting crested forms of Asplenium
scolopendrium and Dryopteris filix-mas by the roadside), and the delightful garden of Alec
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and Linda Greening. Somehow, in spite of the drought and the time of year, their borders
were full of colour and interest. They open the garden for the National Gardens Scheme, a
plantsman’s garden, and beautiful with it. It is not primarily ferns, but they have an
interesting and growing collection – some cultivars, but mainly species, including
Lophosoria quadripinnata and Todea barbara, both doing well out of doors in South
Cumbria. They fed us generously. Linda particularly is a skilled propagator, and several of
us came away with good things from their plant stall.

Roeburndale, Forest of Bowland, Lancashire – 9 September

Roy Copson

Bathed in late summer sunshine, we commenced the day at the top road on the eastern edge
of Whitmoor (34/601652). From here the woodland canopy of Roeburndale could be seen
stretching south to north below us. The three peaks of Ingleborough, Whernside and Pen-yghent dominated the far horizon.
After a short walk via Back Farm we entered woodland on the western edge of
Roeburndale. We negotiated a stepped footpath that traversed the valley side until
reaching open ground below. The valley side was steep and eroded from the woodland
edge to the footpath beneath, with scattered small ferns. Lower down the fern
population had a greater density and size. Scaly male ferns (Dryopteris affinis group)
appeared to be the most numerous, together with D. filix-mas, D. dilatata, Athyrium
filix-femina and Pteridium aquilinum. On leaving the woodland we entered rough
pasture, a patchwork of hillocks, bracken and rushes punctuated by the eye-catching
reds of hawthorn and rowan, and purple, blue and black of elderberries. The stony track
snaked down to the River Roeburn and along the way we found Pteridium aquilinum in
spore, a not-so-common event for this fern, and not often seen by any of us. Further on,
at the top of an almost vertical wet embankment, was Oreopteris limbosperma with
skirts of dead trailing fronds forming a thatch a metre high in places, evidence of many
years of growth.
Eventually we reached the river. There was almost no vegetation on the eroded bank except
for some adventurous brambles and a solitary Asplenium scolopendrium on its dark
precipitous surface. We crossed the footbridge, passed through Backbottom orchard and
into Outhwaite Woods. An embankment at the side of the path consisted of tree boles with
exposed roots, boulders and some retaining wall that contained Asplenium adiantumnigrum, a rare fern in this part of Lancashire, as well as A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens
and Polypodium vulgare. There was also Dryopteris dilatata growing epiphytically on a
tree bole in a medium of decaying wood and humus, and finally one young Polystichum
aculeatum amongst the rocks. We then followed a path along the bottom of the eastern
slope. The fern flora here was interesting and varied with regard to the number and
combination of species present at any given location and included Blechnum spicant,
Phegopteris connectilis, a fine stand of Polystichum setiferum (also rare this far north),
Dryopteris filix-mas and Athyrium filix-femina. We stopped for lunch and returned via the
outward route, concluding the day by musing on the day’s proceedings at Bridge House
Farm tea rooms in Wray.

Annual General Meeting, Holehird, South Cumbria – 14 October Robert Sykes
Another successful day. The weather was superb – ideal for looking round the garden
and revisiting the National Collection of polystichums – and we were privileged again to
have two excellent speakers.
I invited Heather McHaffie to talk about equisetums, having heard her on the subject at
the Edinburgh meeting in 2002. She gave a very clear account of the British species,
illustrated by excellent slides, drawings showing the critical features of each species and
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crib sheets to take home. No excuse then next time. And she came bearing gifts, some
from her own garden for our plant stall, and, courtesy of the Royal Botanical Garden
Edinburgh, Woodsia ilvensis, and some marvellous plants of Thyrsopteris elegans, all of
which found eager and grateful homes. She also brought a fine Blechnum cycadifolium to
illustrate the next talk, with strict instructions to take it back – sadly, they are not
available for sale.
Martin Rickard talked about his visit to Isla Robinson Crusoe in the Juan Fernandez Islands
off the coast of South America. This was a most enviable adventure, marred only by getting
badly sunburnt during the boat trip round from the airstrip at one end of the island to the
little town of San Juan Bautista at the other. He had some excellent slides of this beautiful
island and of the local fern flora. Pre-eminent among them were some Lophosoria
quadripinnata, so large it was impossible to photograph them properly in forest conditions,
exquisite Thyrsopteris elegans, and enormous Blechnum cycadifolium with thick rhizomes
trailing along the forest floor.
After that the AGM was an anticlimax, but there is a significant change: Peter Campion is
taking over as secretary of the Group, with grateful thanks and heartfelt offers of help from
the rest of us.
Frances Haigh set the competition, which was won by Jim Adams. Two fern classes were
judged by Martin Rickard: Michael Hayward and Julia Wilkins were the winners.
Our grateful thanks to the speakers, and to all the unsung heroines (as they mostly are)
who contributed to this enjoyable day.

BOTANICAL CORNWALL GROUP

Ian Bennallick

As with 2005, 2006 again saw a varied selection of field meetings covering all parts of the
county, with an emphasis on visiting farms where permission had been given. The
following is a brief rundown of the more notable fern records on meetings.

Kilminorth Woods, and near Sowden’s Bridge, near Looe – 19 April
This meeting was organised to search for Hymenophyllum tunbrigense at two sites where it
had not been found since 1985. Dr Francis Rose had recorded the species from Kilminorth
Woods, near Looe, in 1985, and it was surprising that there had been no visits to try and
refind the plants. With a little knowledge of what it needs – high humidity and low
competition from other species, five members of the group walked from Looe, westwards
along the footpath through sessile oak (Quercus petraea) woodland to search for suitable
habitats. In Cornwall it is typically found associated with small rocky outcrops, so we
aimed to search those marked on the 1:10,000 map. Not far along, at 20/242542, a large
north-facing rocky outcrop in the woodland several feet up the slope was investigated and
sure enough, a small patch of the fern was found. Despite the very dry winter and spring, it
was looking healthy. Other outcrops were searched but no other populations could be
found.
We then had a look around the Sowden’s Bridge area (20/2355 & 20/2354), where Jean
Paton had seen Hymenophyllum tunbrigense in 1962. T.Q. Couch first recorded it for
‘Trelawny Mill’ in 1849, and this site was close enough to Jean Paton’s site to be possibly
the same one. However, despite suitable looking woodland near the West Looe River, both
upstream and downstream in some of the most picturesque scenery, none could be found.
However, we did see many of the typical species one would encounter in this area, with
some fine Dryopteris affinis (including subspp. affinis and borreri), Polystichum setiferum
and Blechnum spicant.
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Trevigue, near Crackington Haven (20/1395 & 20/1495) – 10 May
Five members met at Trevigue, a farm situated on the dramatic north Cornish coast near
Crackington Haven. This farm won a Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
conservation award and the owner, Frances Crocker, has done much to enhance the
wildlife of the farm – see www.north-cornwall.co.uk/client/Trevigue/index.html. Five
members met in very misty but warm conditions and followed footpaths into a steep,
wooded valley inland where wet woodland and small streams made for very humid and
sheltered conditions. Along the stream bank in the wood some very fresh fronds of
Dryopteris aemula were admired at 20/140950 and this made a very tranquil lunch stop.
In the wet woodland we found some Osmunda regalis at 20/140949 and 20/139954, a
fern one always expects to be in this type of woodland in Cornwall. A lot of Athyrium
filix-femina and Dryopteris dilatata lined the banks and path sides, with Dryopteris
affinis (including subspp. affinis and borreri), Asplenium scolopendrium, Polystichum
setiferum and Blechnum spicant all common. Surprisingly, we didn’t find any Equisetum
species in the wetter woodland areas, but a return visit may add these.

Coast West of St Ives – 28 May
Six members met at the small car park at Trevalgan Hill at 10/487395 and walked along
the small granite-walled lanes towards the spectacular coast west of St Ives. These
Cornish hedges are excellent places to find Asplenium obovatum subsp. lanceolatum, and
several plants were found near Trevessa Farm 10/481397. Along the coastal path,
through maritime heath and grassland along Trevalgan Cliff, we found some Blechnum
spicant, Equisetum arvense and, in a boggy area dominated by purple moor-grass
(Molinia caerulea) and black bog-rush (Schoenus nigricans), some Osmunda regalis at
10/489408. At Trowan Cliff some more Asplenium obovatum subsp. lanceolatum was
found around a granite outcrop at 10/495409. With the continuing dry spring, the plants
were obviously suffering from lack of any available moisture; the fronds were curling
and brown.
An exploration of Pen Enys Point added Asplenium marinum to the list (10/492411) and
more Osmunda regalis in another typical Cornish habitat – the coastal flush – at
10/493408. It is always worth looking for native colonies of Adiantum capillus-veneris
around the Cornish coast, but they usually grow in some inaccessible places. A possible
colony at the Point was viewed with binoculars but turned out to be nothing more than
algae and moss! Overall it was a lovely day enhanced by the pleasant weather, wonderful
sea views, good walking and excellent plants.

Browda, near Linkinhorne (20/3071 & 20/3072) – 17 June
Meeting on one of the hottest days of the year (in Cornwall at least), five members met at
Browda Farm with permission of the landowner to survey his farm on the banks of the
River Lynher in east Cornwall. Though not expecting to find any ferns of great interest,
the farm holding had a diverse range of habitats. Asplenium trichomanes subsp.
quadrivalens was found on walls around the farm buildings. Most surprisingly, some
Dryopteris carthusiana plants were found in Browda Wood at 20/306719 in wet
woodland with some old plants of greater tussock-sedge (Carex paniculata) and marsh
violet (Viola palustris subsp. juressi). It was growing with Dryopteris dilatata, so
possible hybrids between the two (D. × deweveri) were searched for but not found. This
is only the second record for D. carthusiana in 20/37, and though scattered throughout
Cornwall and never common, it is possible that both the species and the aforementioned
hybrid have been overlooked. The wet wood had recently been partially drained with a
large ditch, though the area had a history of mine working and could formerly have been
a more open area with various ditches and spoil heaps.
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SCOTLAND

Frank McGavigan

Strathblane and Bearsden, Glasgow – 18 March
(Participants: Ashleigh Davies, Adrian & Janet Dyer, Mary Gibby, Tim Godfrey, Frank Katzer,
Frank McGavigan, Heather McHaffie, Duncan McLeod, John Mitchell, Christine Nicholson,
Alex Storie, Jamie Taggart, Mike Taylor, Alastair Wardlaw, Maurice Wilkins.)

There is always a worry at the first meeting of the year that there will not be any ferns
visible, so we were pleasantly surprised to find a total of 17 species in the wild at
Strathblane. Admittedly several were only the shrivelled remains of last year’s fronds but
with so many experts among us identification was straightforward.
We began at 26/556796 and took the track towards the wonderfully named Cantywheery at
the foot of the Campsie Fells. We soon spotted Dryopteris affinis (still green) and
D. dilatata on the banks of a burn. Further up, the track crosses one of the pipes carrying
water from Loch Katrine to Glasgow and there are extensive Victorian stone-built waterworks where inevitably we found Asplenium ruta-muraria and A. trichomanes subsp.
quadrivalens in the lime mortar. Along the track were ferns with a preference for more acid
conditions – Blechnum spicant, Oreopteris limbosperma (identified in its dead condition
from the tapered shape to the base of the fronds), Dryopteris filix-mas, and of course
Pteridium aquilinum.
Here and there are outcrops of calcareous rock. We found Cystopteris fragilis at the base of
one and unusually, Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens growing in another. Further
on Alastair led us off the main track into a wooded glen where A. scolopendrium flourished
along with several plants of Polystichum aculeatum and a single plant of P. setiferum (a
new find for this area according to John Mitchell). We added Athyrium filix-femina to our
tally and also Polypodium vulgare in a tree.
Believe it or not we then climbed a ladder to rejoin the main track back to Strathblane for a
pub lunch. Afterwards we made a short detour to visit a thriving colony of Asplenium
ceterach on a decayed, roadside wall at 26/562787. We hoped that the roads department’s
enthusiasm for ‘improvement’ would not destroy this local rarity.
The afternoon was spent at Alastair Wardlaw’s garden in Bearsden, where there is
never the possibility of not seeing ferns. Alastair had thoughtfully provided us with a
list of some 50 species, not including cultivars, which had come through the winter in
reasonable condition in the open – Adiantum venustum, Blechnum magellanicum,
Cheilanthes lanata, Dryopteris sieboldii, Lophosoria quadripinnata, Polystichum
vestitum, Todea barbara, Woodwardia unigemmata, to name just a few. In addition he
had listed another 38 species that he protects from differing levels of frost in various
enclosures, e.g. Asplenium marinum, Cyathea smithii, Pellaea rotundifolia, Adiantum
reniforme, etc. It is impossible to mention everything here. All I can say is that there
can hardly be another garden in Britain, public or private, with such a wide
representation of the world’s hardy and semi-hardy fern flora. Do not miss out on any
opportunity to visit.
We moved indoors to a sumptuous tea prepared by Jackie Wardlaw and a slide-show
with presentations from Alastair on the hardiness of Dicksonia antarctica at RBGE,
from Heather on her visit to fern rarities of the Channel Islands and, worryingly, the
decline, due to lack of winter snow cover, of the Athyrium distentifolium and
A. distentifolium var. flexile colonies she has been studying for years in the Scottish
mountains, and from Adrian on some of the ferns encountered on his recent trip to
Brazil. And the highlight of the day? I would like to have chosen a fern but for me it
had to be Jackie’s cheese scones!
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Argyllshire – 3-4 June
(Participants: Tim Godfrey, Stephanie Griffin, Ian Lewis, Andrew & June Manwell, Frank &
Linda McGavigan, Chris Nicholson, Maurice Wilkins.)

Primroses, purple spotted orchids, carpets of bluebells, the golden scales of emerging
Dryopteris affinis set off against their lime-green fronds: Argyll in early June. Add clear
skies and sunshine and we were in paradise. Even the midges were subdued, saving their
worst for unsuspecting tourists the following month.
We began our weekend south of Oban at Arduaine Garden (National Trust for Scotland)
(17/796104) where Maurice Wilkins has been planting out many exotic ferns that might not
be hardy further inland. Most surprising was a veritable grove of Thyrsopteris elegans,
which had come through the winter completely unscathed. A few plants that showed some
withered fronds had actually been planted in the spring, the damage done by drought in the
greenhouse not frost outdoors. Among the other ferns, mostly new to us, were
Stegnogramma pozoi, Dryopteris bissetiana, Arachniodes webbianum, A. standishii,
A. simplicior, Polystichum yunnanense, Araiostegia parvipinnata, and Dryopteris lacera. It
seems a pity to list only ferns as Arduaine is packed with many beautiful and rare flowering
plants and trees, all expertly maintained by Maurice and his team. Make the effort and visit.
In the afternoon Maurice took us to a secluded part of the coastline just near the garden.
Here we had the chance to study Dryopteris affinis closely and using James Merryweather’s
handy Key to Common Ferns we decided we were looking at both D. affinis subsp. affinis
and subsp. borreri, but to be honest we were not sure. We had no doubts about Pteridium
aquilinum, Blechnum spicant, Phegopteris connectilis, Gymnocarpium dryopteris, Athyrium
filix-femina, Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata, Polypodium vulgare and Oreopteris
limbosperma, all of which were in the vicinity. Tim found some filmy fern and was pretty
certain it was Hymenophyllum wilsonii (the indusia were not quite developed enough to be
sure) but he was positive about the signs of otters in the neighbourhood. Later, under an
overhang that must have had some lime seepage, we found Asplenium adiantum-nigrum,
A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens and A. scolopendrium. We lingered, soaking up the
evening sun before tearing ourselves away to have dinner together at the excellent
Kilmartin Museum Restaurant.
Sunday morning saw us at Taynish Nature Reserve (16/739868), just south of the yachting
haven of Tayvallich. It had been suggested that we follow the Woodland Trail, which for
pteridologists seemed pretty tame but the advice turned out to be sound as we hardly needed
to leave the path to encounter ferns in profusion – Dryopteris dilatata, D. filix-mas,
D. affinis (this time we were confident the one we studied was subsp. cambrensis),
Athyrium filix-femina, Oreopteris limbosperma, Pteridium aquilinum and what was that one
with the crispy fronds? Of course, Dryopteris aemula. Again with the help of the
Merryweather Key we identified Dryopteris carthusiana (upright, creeping rhizome, fronds
facing in random directions). We puzzled over some that were not quite D. carthusiana and
not quite D. dilatata and decided they had to be the cross between the two, D. × deweveri.
An old corn mill was festooned with Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens on the
outside and with Cystopteris fragilis on the inside. Tim again found filmy ferns: this time
Hymenophyllum tunbrigense. Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, A. scolopendrium, and
Polypodium vulgare completed our haul. This is such a rich site that there are bound to be
other species but we could not do it justice in the limited time we had available.
We had an appointment at Crarae Garden (another Argyllshire must-visit gem, south of
Inveraray, 16/985975) with Jason Copestick who was to take us into the Forest Garden,
not normally open to the public. This is an area of some 75 acres where plots of different
tree species had been planted between the 1930s and ’70s as a gigantic forestry
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experiment. Neglected since then, the area is home to many native fern species, including
enormous Blechnum spicant that looked almost tropical, lots of oak fern and beech fern,
a clump of which exhibited multifid fronds (a rarity none of us had seen before), some
beautiful Polystichum aculeatum, and many of the other ferns we had seen all weekend.
We had hoped to see filmies but Jason said that their location had become too
treacherous for a party of visitors and indeed some of the wooden bridges we had to
cross were in a dilapidated condition. If and when the National Trust for Scotland can
find the money this area will be redeveloped, which in a way would be a pity as in its
wild state it is so magnificent, but on the other hand a fern garden is being proposed.
The garden proper, set round a ravine, has a number of cultivated ferns, as well as
containing some wonderful rhododendrons. We noticed Dryopteris wallichiana,
Blechnum chilense, Onoclea sensibilis, and right at the entrance a stately patch of
Osmunda regalis.
Then, just as we were leaving for home, Andrew presented each of us with a fern print,
produced by a method he has invented, the main components of which seemed to consist of
paint sticks, linoleum, fern fronds and a printing press, but the results were impressive.
They will serve as fitting reminders of a superb weekend fern foray.

Inverarnan, Falls of Falloch and Glen Ogle, Perthshire – 8 July
(Participants: Chris Bierley, Grant Fortune, Tim Godfrey, Frank Katzer, Ian Lewis, Frank
McGavigan, Heather McHaffie, Douglas McKean, Mike Taylor, Alastair Wardlaw, Wim de
Winter.)

As the last count was in 2003, Heather had roped us in again to help monitor the population
of Lycopodiella inundata at Inverarnan on Lochlomondside (27/313185), where there are
two main sites close together. At the first we struggled to find the profusion of plants that
we had noted previously. Without cattle-grazing and trampling, the grass appeared lusher
and it seemed the Lycopodiella was being out-competed, or had the late spring had a
detrimental effect? But the second site yielded a plentiful supply of plants, and later
examination of photographs of the 2003 visit showed the grass to be just as lank. Total
numbers were certainly down but compared favourably with a 1999 count, so the variation
may be due to natural fluctuations rather than any long-term decline. Then of course the
question arises of the accuracy of our counting methods (you always have to make a
judgement about what constitutes a separate plant) but a second visit by two of us a few
weeks later convinced us that we had got it about right. Heather will want to continue
monitoring at regular intervals and no doubt the Scottish BPS group will again brave the
midges and rain to help out.
Then, as last time, we went on to the Falls of Falloch (27/337208) where the rain was
heavier and the midges hungrier – minor irritations to the enthusiasm of our team. This is a
beautiful ferny spot where we found Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum spicant, Dryopteris
affinis, D. dilatata, Oreopteris limbosperma and Pteridium aquilinum, all in abundance.
Less prolific, but not too difficult to find, were Gymnocarpium dryopteris, Hymenophyllum
wilsonii, Phegopteris connectilis, and, on the other side of the river, Polystichum
aculeatum.
A short drive took us to another favourite haunt – the old railway line in Glen Ogle, now a
cycle track. Starting at 27/558283, we first went to the shores of Lochan Larig Cheile where
Heather found a washed-up quill of Isoetes lacustris and pointed out Equisetum palustre,
which, tested by her famous ‘twiddle’ test, has much less angular branch sections than
E. arvense, which was also present. Douglas pointed out the northern marsh orchid. (He had
earlier at Inverarnan identified the spotted heath orchid and the much rarer, diminutive bog
orchid – Hammarbya paludosa.)
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Back on the track, our tally of ferns soon mounted up. Apart from the, for us, common ones
– Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum spicant, Oreopteris limbosperma, Dryopteris filix-mas,
D. dilatata, D. affinis (in this case subsp. affinis), and the ubiquitous Pteridium aquilinum –
we found beside the old railway track Cystopteris fragilis, Gymnocarpium dryopteris and
Phegopteris connectilis. On the man-made cuttings and viaduct walls Asplenium viride was
common, along with A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, A. ruta-muraria, A. adiantumnigrum, Polypodium vulgare, P. interjectum (although there was the usual argument about
this one), and below the viaduct there was Polystichum aculeatum.
This was a more than respectable tally and the easily accessible Glen Ogle track surely
makes for a good stopping-off point for any fern-loving visitor to Scotland. Wim de Winter,
a pteridologist from Holland, who was with us for the day, certainly seemed happy.

Coire Ghamhnain (27/285335), North-West of Tyndrum, Argyllshire – 29 July
(Participants: Roger Golding, Frank Katzer, Andy MacGregor, Frank McGavigan.)

On the recommendation of John Mitchell, who conducted a Woodsia survey in Scotland in
the 1970s, we went hunting for Woodsia alpina, approaching the site from Glen Orchy in
the north as access from other directions is blocked by forestry. Even so we had to find our
way through forest breaks and thick stands of Pteridium aquilinum, though it was nice to
see along the way that most delicate of horsetails Equisetum sylvaticum, and the equally
elegant, if rather common, Oreopteris limbosperma.
Away from the forest, as the slopes steepened, we found in the scree Dryopteris oreades,
and later, D. expansa, as well as D. dilatata and D. affinis subsp. cambrensis. Here too were
Phegopteris connectilis and Gymnocarpium dryopteris, and occasional tufts of Huperzia
selago and Selaginella selaginoides.
Higher up, the cliffs are composed of quartzite (in a very loose and friable condition), not at
all the substrate where you would expect to find the calcicole Woodsia alpina, but there are
sufficient other lime-loving plants to indicate that there must be seepage from basic rock
underneath – Asplenium trichomanes and A. viride (growing on the ground beneath the cliff
as well as on the cliff itself), Cystopteris fragilis, Polypodium sp. and Polystichum lonchitis.
For the Woodsia alpina, John Mitchell had provided us with a detailed map and a
photographic montage of the site so
it was not difficult to find the plants
previously located, though, after the
hottest July on record, most of the
tufts were in a rather desiccated
condition. We noted 13, though there
may well have been others too dried
up to be visible. John had recorded
11 tufts in 1977 (another dry year),
16 in 1976, and 22 were reported in
1985. There is always a discussion
about what constitutes a separate
tuft, so the counts in different years
by different people may vary even
photo: R. Golding
without taking into account
Woodsia alpina in Coire Ghamhnain
environmental factors.
We noted the profusion of calcicolous flowering plants – northern bedstraw, alpine sawwort, moss campion, purple saxifrage and mountain sorrel to name a few. Then came the
surprise find of the day when Frank Katzer spotted on the cliff a patch of Hymenophyllum
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wilsonii. At first we thought it was H. tunbrigense – now that really would have been a find
– but it was still a surprise to see filmy fern at that altitude (629 metres). My GPS gave a
location of 28488-33525 (accurate to ten metres) for those who fancy a scramble.
We explored a few likely looking gulleys for Cystopteris montana without success before
climbing on to the ridge, where we found Diphasiastrum alpinum. During the walk back to
the cars, apart from noting Athyrium filix-femina, we passed an alder with an epiphytic
rowan that had grown so large that the two together created a huge canopy of mixed alder
and rowan leaves – a natural crown to a successful day.

Roslin Glen (36/275631), Midlothian – 9 September
(Participants: Adrian Dyer, Frank Katzer, Frank McGavigan.)

Commitments elsewhere kept many of our regulars away, but they missed a beautiful day, if
on familiar territory just south of Edinburgh. There is a recognised circuit for pteridological
enthusiasts in the Glen, well away from The Da Vinci Code fanatics who cluster in everincreasing numbers round Rosslyn Chapel. Passing an old wall with some fine Asplenium
ruta-muraria, the first stop is the old castle from which sprout some magnificent clumps of
A. trichomanes (presumably subsp. quadrivalens, though too far out of reach to confirm).
A. scolopendrium is also present and probably has been for centuries as it is clearly
represented in the elaborate carvings in the Chapel. Further down, in the seepage from the old
castle walls, grows Polypodium interjectum (oval sori, pinna margins slightly serrated). Later
we were to find P. vulgare (circular sori, pinna margins unserrated), epiphytic on a fallen log.
The fern flora in the Glen itself is dominated by Dryopteris dilatata and Athyrium filixfemina, interspersed with Blechnum spicant, D. filix-mas and D. affinis (we agreed not even
to attempt to decide which subspecies), and in the less shaded parts, Pteridium aquilinum.
There is a single patch of Gymnocarpium dryopteris by the path on the north bank
(although later we found lots of it on the south side) but no beech fern that we could see.
One isolated plant of Oreopteris limbosperma has appeared recently slightly upstream from
a clump that was washed away by a landslip about a decade ago, and is presumably a
sporeling from that earlier plant. Polystichum aculeatum is present (and we found more on
the south bank) and a single plant of P. setiferum that grows under a laurel bush near the old
garden, which made us wonder if it was a naturalised escape. We also found a Polystichum
that might have been a hybrid between the two.
Equisetums are represented by E. arvense, a patch of E. hyemale (once used, perhaps, as a
scourer in the castle kitchens), and a huge haze of E. telmateia fed by seepage from above.
It is worth a visit to Roslin for this alone. Surprisingly perhaps, that other beauty of the
family, E. sylvaticum, does not appear to be present.
However, our main intention on this visit was to explore the caves on the south side of the
river for Trichomanes speciosum gametophytes. But first we had to cross the river: it looked
too deep and dangerous, but fearless Frank Katzer plunged in and showed that it was not as
treacherous as first appearances had made out. Unfortunately, what seemed like deep caves
from the north side turned out to be mere hollows and surprisingly dry. We found no trace
of filmy ferns of any kind – a bit of a disappointment, but at least it added to our knowledge
of the fern flora of the Glen. The Glen is not totally dry – there are extensive nurseries of
Dryopteris dilatata and Blechnum spicant gametophytes – but compared to an equivalent
glen in the west of Scotland, Roslin is positively arid.
Later we took a trip to Soutra Hill (36/465595). Here in a field beside a lay-by on the A68
can be found Botrychium lunaria – well, I say “can be found”, but this being September any
trace had long disappeared, as, in the words of Chris Page, “shoots start to die down from
early summer.” Lesson: do your homework before, not after, a field trip.
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GROUP OF EUROPEAN PTERIDOLOGISTS (GEP) EXCURSION
Madeira – 14-20 April

Pat Acock

By way of a change this year, the GEP visited one of the Macaronesian Islands, Madeira.
Many European pteridologists have visited this beautiful fern-rich island since the late
1940s. This comes across in Benl’s article in The British Fern Gazette of 1971 entitled
‘Fern Hunting in Madeira’. Each time people visit, more knowledge is accumulated and
more excitement seems to be engendered in the up-and-coming pteridologists. Although we
had a good number of participants, the countries represented this year were slightly
diminished, being restricted to France, Britain, Belgium and the Netherlands. We visited
some of the classic fern sites as well as exploring other areas.
Going west from Encumeada, we found Asplenium lolegnamense much higher than it had
been recorded before. Going east from Encumeada, just as the back markers were about to
turn back Henri Michaud and friends announced that they had found copious quantities of
A. anceps along with Polystichum × maderense about five minutes back up the trail. The
ferns were worth seeing but Henri’s distance judgement was not so good! We were able to
re-find P. drepanum in the site where we thought it had disappeared. On our return home
we learned that the four young French pteridologists who had stayed on an extra day had
found at least four more plants in a ravine close to the hotel. It is good to know that this
endemic species is now known from a few more sites, which augers well for its survival.
One night on the way back to our hotel we went to a site that we knew had Deparia
petersenii. Surprisingly, this plant, which is becoming a pernicious weed on many islands
and in tropical places, had succumbed to the other vegetation and was no more. However, in
scouting around for further plants, we found some additional sites for Asplenium
aethiopicum and spotted the largest plant that I had ever seen.
On Pico do Arieiro we found a lot more colonies of A. septentrionale than any of us had seen
on previous visits. In the rain on the Levada do Norte I could not re-find the two plants of
Polystichum × maderense that I knew of, but Andrew Leonard did manage to re-find the one
that he had discovered whilst searching for ‘mine’ on another occasion.
On the last day we took the group to see Asplenium lolegnamense at
Serra de Água. After lunch there was a democratic decision to visit one
of the southern levadas, something I had never done in four previous
visits to the island. After walking between houses we eventually came to
walls with Cheilanthes maderensis and Asplenium aethiopicum on them
– a fine end to the tour.
If a lot of people came on GEP meetings management of the group
would be difficult and we would almost certainly have to restrict
numbers. However, it is hoped that a few more will join us on
these excellent excursions, which are well led by Ronnie Viane
and local pteridologists. Each year we experience the most
wonderful camaraderie, find exciting ways of breaking down the
language barriers and have fantastic discussions during and after
dinner.
In July 2007 we will explore the Krkonoše Mountains on the
borders of Poland and the Czech Republic. If you are interested in
joining the GEP annual excursion please contact Prof. Ronnie
Viane, Dept of Morphology, Systematics and Ecology, Section:
Pteridology, K.L.Ledeganckstraat 35, Gent, B-9000 Belgium.
E-mail: Ronnie.viane@ugent.be; Tel & Fax: +329-2645057.
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Asplenium
lolegnamense

HORTICULTURAL SHOWS
SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW – 17-20 August

M. Hayward

The competitive classes for ferns were introduced to the Southport Show in 1928, four
years after the founding of the show. From the start BPS members have been the main
supporters of the competition, as recorded in the Fern Gazette from 1928 onwards. In
1952 the show committee asked the BPS, and other societies, to provide stands to
promote their societies, and the Amateur Societies Tent has been a popular feature at
Southport ever since, supported by the BPS without a break. Foreign ferns were initially
excluded from both the competitive displays and the stand, the ‘British’ in BPS being
interpreted very narrowly, but with Matt Busby’s influence these restrictions were gradually
reduced.
The theme set for the show this year was ‘Water’. In response, we assembled an exhibit of
floating and marsh ferns, including Azolla filiculoides, Marsilea crenata, M. drummondii,
Salvinia molesta, Ceratopteris thalictroides, Microsorum pteropus, Pilularia globulifera,
Dryopteris cristata, Thelypteris palustris, Woodwardia areolata and Equisetum variegatum.
The ‘Water’ theme provided an ideal opportunity to pursue my policy of expanding the
variety of ferns displayed and exhibited, and provided a good conversation piece for visitors
to the stands. As usual we had a large photographic display as background to the stand and
a display of propagation methods that proved popular with the visitors.
Heavy rain reduced the number attending the show from the first evening onwards but we
had a steady stream of visitors to the stand on all days, with a number of enquiries about
membership. The FSC Key to Common Ferns again sold particularly well.

photo: M. Hayward

Southport Flower Show 2006
Harvey Shepherd, Joan Hindle, Rita Hardman, Ann Gill

The number of exhibitors in the competitive classes remained small but a couple of visiting
members have promised to exhibit next year! In 1928 entrants to the main class (seven of
them, from as far afield as southern England and Scotland) had to fill 100 sqare feet with
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British ferns. The classes today are less demanding as well as more varied. Showing a wide
variety of interesting ferns is an excellent way of stimulating public interest in fern culture,
which members should support. The prize-winners are listed below.
Class 7

Class 8
Class 9
Class 10
Class 11
Class 12
Class 13
Class 14
Class 15
Class 16

Individual Championship: Four Hardy British Ferns (dissimilar), two Greenhouse
Ferns (dissimilar) and two Foreign Ferns Hardy in Great Britain: 1st B. Russ,
2nd M. Hayward, 3rd I. Rawson (3 entries)
Three Hardy British Ferns (distinct species, not varieties): No award (1 entry,
not as schedule)
One Foreign Fern Hardy in Great Britain: 1st B. Russ, 2nd O. Fairclough,
3rd M. Hayward (3 entries)
Three Polypodium (3 distinct varieties): (no entries)
Three Polystichum (3 distinct varieties): (no entries)
Three Athyrium (3 distinct varieties): (no entries)
Three Asplenium excluding A. scolopendrium (3 distinct varieties or species):
1st M. Hayward (1 entry)
One British Fern (any genus or variety): 1st I. Rawson, 2nd M. Hayward
3rd O. Fairclough (3 entries)
One Greenhouse Fern: 1st D. Abbott, 2nd H.J. Abbott, 3rd D. Vose (5 entries)
Three Asplenium scolopendrium (3 distinct varieties): (no entries)

The BPS cup for the Individual Championship was won once again by member Brian Russ.
The Happiland Trophy for the most points in all other classes went to Michael Hayward.
The judge was Dick Hayward.
I would like to thank Ruth Berry, Ann Gill, Rita Hardman, Joan Hindle, Trevor Piearce and
Harvey Shepherd for manning the stand, and Patrick Acock, Yvonne Golding and Alastair
Wardlaw for providing plants. We again had a social evening at my house in Blundellsands
after the show.
The dates for next year’s show are 16-19 August 2007. We would encourage members
within travelling distance to come and see what surprises we shall have on display. Or why
not join us on the stand and get your entrance to the show free! You also get a
complimentary ticket to the show if you exhibit in the competitive classes. If you are
interested in showing ferns, either contact M. Hayward (6 Far Moss Road, Blundellsands,
Liverpool L23 8TQ; mhaywardL23@blueyonder.co.uk) or obtain details of the schedule
direct from the organisers at www.southportflowershow.co.uk.

SECRETARIAL NOTES
Please note: names and contact details of all officers can be found
on the inside of the front cover of this Bulletin.
NEW GENERAL SECRETARY: Yvonne Golding
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2007 – The 104th AGM will take place on Saturday
24th March 2007 at Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Inverleith Row, at 14.00 hrs.
NEW COMMITTEE SECRETARY: Graham Ackers
COMMITTEE VACANCIES – In accordance with paragraph 3, section 3 of the Society’s
Constitution, six vacancies will occur on the Committee. Nominations are invited from
Society members to fill these vacancies at the Annual General Meeting in 2007. The names
of the nominees, proposers and seconders, together with a letter from the nominee indicating
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