REGIONAL MEETINGS 2002
LEEDS & DISTRICT
Moonwort and Adder’s tongue Survey, North York Moors – 25 May
Barry Wright
Following the significant disruption to ferning activities during 2001 caused by foot and
mouth disease restrictions, it was refreshing to be allowed once more into the countryside in
search of ferns. For this field meeting we set about continuing our success at locating
roadside verge colonies of moonwort (Botrychium lunaria) and adder’s tongue
(Ophioglossum vulgatum) on the North York Moors. When we did the survey in 2001 we
were fortunate in being allowed access despite the foot and mouth restrictions. However, we
did not have the advantage of additional GPS navigation devices. During the current survey,
we were able to use four of these and were also fortunate enough to have sufficient people
to use one device per team. We attracted the attention of our president, Alastair Wardlaw,
who is very interested in moonwort and was keen to join us on the promise of being
guaranteed to see good colonies.
In 2001 we surveyed a road that seemed to be one of the main strongholds of moonwort
in the moors, and also investigated two adjoining roads that unfortunately both proved
unfruitful, being totally devoid of moonwort and adder’s tongue. The ‘fruitful’ section
we surveyed was roughly between 45/732022 and 45/747057 on the road between
Rosedale Abbey and Lealholm and revealed a large number of moonwort colonies on
both sides of the road as well as a single, small colony of adder’s tongue.
The intention this year was to continue southwards from 45/732022 as far as the junction at
45/746000. In addition, I had previously made records for moonwort on the road from
Hutton-le-Hole to Castleton; there was a colony at 45/683040.
On the day of the current survey I was early for the meeting and was driving to
45/683040 and happened to stop on the road at 44/697918. It was not long before I found
several colonies of moonwort and a single colony of adder’s tongue. I also stopped at
44/689963 and was again rewarded by further colonies of both species. On this basis,
when I met up with the rest of the group, we decided to study this road in greater detail.
We met at the Danby Lodge visitor centre just east of Danby village. We were fortunate
that Ken Trewren was available to come on this meeting as he took us on a short detour to
look at a very handsome specimen of Dryopteris x complexa nothosubsp. complexa. This
was growing on the side of the railway line at approximately 45/697083 along with both
parents: D. filix-mas and D. affinis subsp. affinis, the latter being particularly attractive with
its flush of new fronds.
Having admired these plants we then made our way on to Glaisdale Rigg where I was to
show everybody known colonies of moonwort and adder’s tongue so that they could ‘get
their eye in’ for these species. On the way to the parking area, I determined to relocate
the small colony of adder’s tongue using the GPS. As I drove slowly to the spot, I was
watching the numbers on the display slowly counting down towards what would
hopefully be the exact location for the fern. I approached and drove ever more slowly as
the numbers approached the exact figures from the previous year’s encounter (45/73806
03815). At the exact number on the display I got out of the car and was more than
amazed to find the colony less than 30 centimetres away from my front-wheel! This also
amazed the assembled group and reaffirmed the accuracy that GPS devices can now
achieve.
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Having studied this solitary colony we continued down the road to park and marvel at colonies
of moonwort. These seemed to be slightly less abundant than in 2001 and the plants tended to
be relatively small, rarely exceeding five or six centimetres. It was at this point that the weather
threatened to deluge us with one of Yorkshire’s gentle spring showers. By the time we had
dodged the raindrops and got our eye in for the size of plant we would be looking for, it was
getting on for lunch-time so we repaired to a pub at Rosedale Abbey. After lunch, the rain
clouds seemed to have gone somewhere else and we were able to spend most of the afternoon
in relatively dry conditions, bordering on sunny. From here we all went our separate ways to
study sections of roads already identified. These data have yet to be analysed in any detail, but
it continues to be a source of puzzlement as to why colonies are restricted to one side of the
road. A gratifying result of the survey this year was that we recorded a great many more
adder’s tongue colonies than in previous years. Of particular note was a very significant and
extensive colony located by Alastair, which ran between 45/73936 00997 and 45/73946 00987
and was of hundreds of spikes (unless Alastair is an angler in his spare time!).
At the end of the day we were kindly invited back to Egton Bridge by Ken Trewren for a
cup of tea and a look round his garden. This was most welcome and interesting, particularly
as Ken was able to show us some of the differences between various members of the
Dryopteris affinis group. In particular he was able to show us specimens that he had
collected from the North York Moors that did not fit any of the recognised morphotypes of
Anthony Pigott’s Affinis Watch leaflet. Altogether a very interesting and rewarding day.
Thanks to Ken for his expertise and hospitality. We will continue this survey in subsequent
years and I hope that we can begin to revisit some of the colonies to monitor variation in the
number of above-ground parts of this fascinating pair of native British ferns.

Miller’s Dale, Derbyshire – 15 June

Paul Ruston
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Miller’s Dale, Derbyshire
Ken Trewren, Ann Robbins, Barry Wright, Neil Timm (standing), Richard Unett

From Buxton to Bakewell the River Wye cuts deeply into the Carboniferous Limestone
plateau of the White Peak, giving rise to a series of scenic and precipitous dales. These
dales and the countryside around have, over the years, been extensively exploited for their
content of lead and other minerals, and limestone has been extracted for building and road
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construction. This extraction of limestone continues in the immediate locality at an ever
increasing and alarming rate, and is the cause for much concern. The disused quarries,
worked during the last and early part of the previous century, are small by comparison and
are now valuable habitats for wildlife. The Miller’s Dale Quarry Nature Reserve (English
Nature) was to be our first call, to relocate the colony of adder’s tongue that I found there
many years ago and perhaps also to find moonwort.
Six of us met at the disused Miller’s Dale Railway Station (43/137732) and set off to visit
the nearby reserve. On the way there we saw Asplenium ruta-muraria, A. trichomanes
subsp. quadrivalens, Dryopteris filix-mas, Cystopteris fragilis and a Polypodium on the
brick pillars of the old railway viaduct (43/139732) (the dismantled railway is now the
Monsal Trail). The ascent to the quarry begins at the disused limekilns – not at all ferny –
and terminates where the remains of a stone-built structure languish beneath the shade of
willow saplings. Here, Ken Trewren noticed a very robust Asplenium trichomanes with long
fronds and large, dark green, slightly lobed pinna segments. Was it A. trichomanes subsp.
pachyrachis or merely subsp. quadrivalens? Ken’s investigation, at a later date, determined
that it was the latter. Our search through the low herbage of the reserve revealed the adder’s
tongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum) covering quite an extensive area (43/139731) and many
had fertile fronds, prompting the use of cameras; regrettably, moonwort was not found here.
The area is rich with orchid species, for which it is renowned and the spoil heaps were thick
with common twayblade (Listera ovata), yet to flower. Dryopteris filix-mas filled the
spaces between the large limestone blocks at the foot of the old quarry face.
We returned to the Monsal Trail and set off in the direction of Priestcliffe Lees Nature
Reserve. A solitary Asplenium scolopendrium with crisped fronds was seen, occupying the
side of a deep ditch. The ledges and crevices of the cuttings supported Cystopteris fragilis,
Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, A. ruta-muraria and extensive and probably aged tufts of
A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens. A lone Gymnocarpium robertianum was spotted in a
crevice mid-way up the rock-face. By the edge of the trail, a wooded area of scree
overlooking the river was densely populated with A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens
(43/151731). There wasn’t time to visit the nature reserve, so we took the opportunity to
cross the river by the timber foot-bridge to return to Miller’s Dale and the Fisherman’s Rest
(43/143734) for lunch. Along the lane beside the river we saw Equisetum fluviatile, very
tall and branched, and, in the shade of the willows, Polystichum aculeatum and Polypodium
interjectum on the roadside bank.
After lunch we entered Monk’s Dale Nature Reserve (English Nature) as a quick prelude to
following the River Wye to Chee Tor. This gave us many of the ferns previously seen,
along with Equisetum arvense at the edge of the stream. Taking a short cut up the dale side
to rejoin the trail, Barry Wright found a small colony of Botrychium lunaria (43/141734);
the fertile fronds were quite evident, brown and heavy with spores. A search of the
immediate area for more plants was, unfortunately, without gain.
Our walk to Chee Tor (43/123733) gave us, at the entrance to the railway tunnel (now
closed), our first Dryopteris dilatata of the day, D. filix-mas and Athyrium filix-femina.
There was Equisetum arvense along the banks of the river. This steep-sided and tree-shaded
area was well populated with Polystichum aculeatum, and Dryopteris affinis subspp. affinis
and borreri were also present. Beneath the Tor, the river is narrowly confined between high
cliffs. Here, Flag Dale joins the Wye and Wormhill spring rises and bubbles from the
ground, seemingly copious, cold and clear. There was Asplenium scolopendrium in
abundance here, in varying stages of development. It was agreed that a fern seen close by
the water’s edge on the opposite side of the river was a Polypodium, possibly P. interjectum
and not, as first thought, Polystichum aculeatum; the narrow fronds had an estimated length
of 50-60cm. After taking many photographs we returned to the car park.
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‘Fascinating Ferns’ – Nidderdale, North Yorkshire – 29 June

Robert Adams

This Leeds & District Fern Group meeting took place on Saturday 29th June in combination
with a Nidderdale Festival event. Under the title of ‘Fascinating Ferns’, the purpose of the
event was to introduce people to the subject of pteridology, in particular the identification
of native species, and also to give members of our Group the opportunity to explore Skrikes
Wood (44/153643), the privately owned site of the meeting. No member of Leeds & District
Fern Group, other than myself, actually attended, but twelve enthusiastic (and fee-paying)
members of the public spent a pleasant day looking at the ferns of this attractive site.
Altogether thirteen species of fern were found: Pteridium aquilinum, Athyrium filix-femina,
Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata, D. affinis subsp. affinis, Blechnum spicant and Oreopteris
limbosperma in the woodland soil itself, with Asplenium scolopendrium, A. trichomanes
subsp. quadrivalens, A. ruta-muraria, Polypodium interjectum and Cystopteris fragilis
growing in the mortared walls. All these species were viewable from footpaths, as required
by the Health and Safety rules of the Nidderdale Festival. Permission was obtained from the
owner of the wood for anyone who wished to do so to explore away from the paths after the
event itself had finished. Only two of us did so. Scrambling over the large sandstone
boulders that lie in the stream that flows through this deep-sided woodland, we eventually
found two patches of Hymenophyllum wilsonii.
Several of the participants confessed to being captured by the fascination of ferns and asked
for further information including details of the BPS, so I feel justified in calling the meeting
a success despite the absence of BPS members.

Castlebeck and Scar Woods, North York Moors – 20 July

Barry Wright

The prospect of deteriorating weather did not dissuade a hardy band of members from
exploring these woods in the North York Moors. Ken Trewren had originally intended to run
this visit, but he was unexpectedly called away on a foreign trip. As a contingency we had
arranged for me to go round the woods with him before he left, so that, on the day, I had more
than a fighting chance of locating some interesting ferns in such a large tract of woodland.
We met at 44/950980 and the day began with a fruitless excursion to attempt to locate some
Phegopteris connectilis along one of the tributaries of the river (44/949985). We also tried
again to locate a colony of Trichomanes speciosum gametophyte along another tributary
(44/946980) where Ken was sure he had seen it. This again proved fruitless so we began the
long walk down the valley towards some other tributaries feeding into the river. Along the
way we saw Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum spicant, Dryopteris affinis subsp. borreri,
D. dilatata, D. filix-mas, Oreopteris limbosperma, Polypodium interjectum, Polystichum
aculeatum, the ubiquitous Pteridium aquilinum and Equisetum palustre. These tributaries
proved to be more rewarding, with good colonies of Dryopteris aemula being recorded; I
missed the D. x deweveri (D. carthusiana x D. dilatata). Further along the trail we visited a
rock that Ken and I had seen earlier and we were able to find a very small patch of the
gametophyte of Trichomanes speciosum.
As the weather continued to deteriorate we began the journey back to the cars along another
tributary valley at 44/950969. It was along here that we encountered some of the more
unusual morphotypes of Dryopteris affinis, including a very foliose form that Ken has
found in several locations throughout the North York Moors and also Dryopteris affinis
‘morphotype insolens’. It was also interesting to discover good colonies of Phegopteris
connectilis and the horsetails Equisetum telmateia and E. sylvaticum growing side by side in
the saturated woodland soils. We were not sure whether it was raining heavily outside, or
whether it was the residual moisture falling from the trees, but we seemed to be getting
more and more saturated as time went by. All was to be revealed when we finally emerged
at the road and came out into sunshine.
34

As we finished a bit early we then went back to Forge Valley to admire the huge stands of
Equisetum telmateia at 44/982874. We also tried again to find the Polystichum x bicknellii
(P. aculeatum x P. setiferum), but could only find the two parent species, along with some
Asplenium scolopendrium. A good day nonetheless.

Brodsworth Hall, Melton Woods and Sprotborough, Doncaster, South
Barry Wright (a.m.) & Ann Robbins (p.m.)
Yorkshire – 10 August
This visit was to be our main horticultural excursion and was to be something of a treat and
a surprise all at the same time. The horticultural element was to be our first visit to see the
Eric Baker fern collection. It is always a fitting memorial when someone has their cherished
collection of plants lovingly reinstated in new surroundings. In this case it is at the stately
home Brodsworth Hall (44/505071) under the guardianship of David Avery, the Hall’s head
gardener.
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Fernery at Brodsworth Hall
Pat Cole, David Avery (Head Gardener), Tim & Elsie Mott, Ron Cole, Anne Gill

We were met by David, who escorted us down to the fernery. I had little concept of what
was about to be revealed to the group. I have seen fern grottoes in the past, but this had not
prepared me for the magnificent splendour of this expertly restored Victorian fernery. The
sheer grandeur of the construction has to be seen to be believed. The effort that David and
his team have put into the construction has to be wholeheartedly applauded. The planting
has been skilfully and sympathetically done. Unfortunately, as with many translocations, a
number of the names seemed to have been lost or become mixed up. We had intended to
return later on in the year to attempt to correct some of the misnaming and to name others
that were lacking labels, but personal commitments on my part precluded this. However, we
do plan to revisit next year and carry on supporting this collection by helping with the
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cataloguing and, where we can, helping to expand the collection to include species that Eric
did not possess.
After a light lunch in the café we headed off for the field part of the day, which was led by
Ann Robbins.
South Yorkshire is rather a fern desert, but there is a ridge of carboniferous limestone
running north/south between Sheffield and Doncaster that seemed as though it might be
worth investigating. We visited Melton Wood (34/518032), which is managed by
Doncaster Council and comprise 250 acres of mixed woodland with some areas of beech
and some of conifers. Disused lime pits in the wood could be interesting. There were few
ferns to see but Dryopteris filix-mas, Pteridium aquilinum, Athyrium filix-femina and
Dryopteris dilatata were present. We saw a large number of meadow brown (Maniola
jurtina) butterflies along the bramble-lined rides; someone thought there must have
been a recent hatching. I had seen a single specimen of Asplenium scolopendrium
on a previous visit, but did not refind it ‘on the day’. (Melton Wood website:
http://www.doncaster.gov.uk/leisure/document.asp?WSDOCID=722)
After a drink at The Boat, Sprotborough (44/537014) we set off for Scaba Wood
(44/539011), which runs alongside the River Don at Sprotborough. After almost an hour of
looking no ferns had been found and one member of the party had been stung by a wasp; it
seemed as if the day was going to end on a down beat. But, having turned for home and
moved back from the river through areas that must at one time have been quarried, we
found a splendid colony of Asplenium scolopendrium. There were many hundreds of plants,
but, interestingly, no other ferns at all.
[Ann’s description is more than a little restrained. I personally have never seen so many
Asplenium scolopendrium in one place at the same time. It was positively primeval. So
many luxuriant specimens clothing and dripping from every bank, rocky outcrop and
cliff. There were actually one or two other ferns about, but very inconspicuous – one
Dryopteris filix-mas and two D. affinis subsp. borreri. It is also the first time I haven’t
had to write down bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) on a group meeting. So that must be a
record as well!
Ann, in her modesty also omitted to report that she invited us all back to Scrooby for tea
and buns. Thanks to Ann, not only for that, but also for the unexpected treat at Scaba
Wood. Barry]

Bolton Abbey Woods, Bolton Abbey, Wharfedale, North Yorkshire –
7 September

Barry Wright

Following a lecture that I gave to the Bradford Botany Group, I was asked if I could lead
a fern visit to show their members some of the characteristics of the more commonly
encountered British ferns. With this in mind, I decided that one of the best places to take
people where they could see a good range of species was the woodland bordering the
Wharfe at Bolton Abbey (44/078553 to 44/059568). It was here that we had earlier
recorded a wide range of species accessible from the carriage drive bordering the river.
These woodlands are characterised by having a mixture of soil conditions ranging from
acidic to alkaline. This offers a unique opportunity for a variety of ferns to grow. In
addition to the ferns growing in the soil we finally found out that there is a use for sycamore
trees; some of the larger specimens close to the river were acting as epiphytic host for
colonies of Polypodium interjectum.
In addition to this species we also found good quantities of Dryopteris filix-mas,
D. dilatata, Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris affinis subsp. borreri and, of course,
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Pteridium aquilinum. Some of the less frequent species included Polystichum aculeatum,
Blechnum spicant, Asplenium scolopendrium, Equisetum arvense, Oreopteris limbosperma,
Phegopteris connectilis and Gymnocarpium dryopteris. There was also a small colony of
Cystopteris fragilis on a small stone-built bridge underneath the footpath at 44/079554.
In addition to studying the ferns within the woods at Bolton Abbey we went down to the
Abbey itself (44/073541) and recorded Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens and
A. ruta-muraria, along with one or two specimens of A. scolopendrium. At the front of the
Abbey there was a ha-ha that was colonised by an extensive covering of Polypodium
interjectum. According to one of the party we were with, there are records of the
gametophytes of Trichomanes speciosum close to the river.
Altogether a very successful meeting, particularly because of the large numbers we
entertained. I tried to make a headcount but lost count at 36. And, despite this being a return
visit for our local group, eight of our own members were part of this number. I hope that I
was able to inspire the botany group and show them that there is interest in plants without
showy flowers.

SOUTH-EAST
Highgate Cemetery, Stefan Czeladzinski’s Garden and Lea Valley Park,
Pat Acock
London – 1 June
Six of us met Stefan outside Archway Tube Station on a beautiful spring morning. After the
introductions we proceeded up Highgate Hill, where we cut through Waterlow Park.
Having paid our dues we entered Highgate Cemetery (51/286870) and were immediately
greeted by large quantities of Equisetum telmateia. We were soon to discover that this plant
permeates large areas of the cemetery where water comes near the surface of the overlying
clay. There were interesting plants in this well overgrown and wooded graveyard but the
pteridophytes numbered only three species, namely Equisetum telmateia, E. arvense and
Dryopteris filix-mas. We did, however, discover a splendid cultivar of D. filix-mas from the
Cristatum Group. Passing back through Waterlow Park another way we saw a few more ferns
including a cultivar of Athyrium filix-femina and Dryopteris affinis ‘Cristata’ (The King).
Following lunch at Stefan’s favourite pub chain, we either walked or motored to his house
in Canonbury. We guessed that we were approaching his house, as basement gardens all
seemed to have an unusually high number of ferns of a more choice nature; it turned out
that earlier in his career Stefan used to attend to a few of these and always included a couple
of ferns, or more if he could get away with it.
We met Stefan’s friend, the delightful Amela, who produced teas and coffees in copious
quantities. In the house, Stefan had designated rooms as continents. He had put appropriate
selaginellas along with references and literature on the specimens into each ‘continent
room’. He has made a real study of the genus, collecting floras, correspondence and papers
from authorities in the field. More surprising is his unique way of growing the plants.
Stefan uses the clear bottles from office springwater dispensers. When the plant outgrows
its bottle he simply cuts a middle section from another bottle and inserts it into the centre of
the existing bottle. Many of the towers are three or four bottles high and the selaginellas
simply romp away, seemingly unaffected by touching any condensation on the sides of the
bottles.
Stefan’s other plants included a sizeable selection of horsetails, British natives and other
ferns he has been interested in over the years. We could not see many of his adiantums as
they were still on their journey back from The Chelsea Flower Show but he still had half a
dozen interesting species.
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We then made our way to the Lea Valley Park (51/357867) to see some interesting
horsetails in the flat marshy environment of the lower Lea Valley. At the Park’s entrance
we immediately spotted three umbellifers including some majestic Heracleum
mantegazzianum. Later we were to find a further three on the riverbanks. There were
marvellous plants in the area, but despite extensive searching we could only find two
horsetails, Equisetum palustre and E. arvense.
We duly thanked Stefan and Amela at the end of another very pleasant and unusual day not
far from the centre of London, and wonder what Stefan will come up with next year.

New Forest, Hampshire – 20 July

Paul Ripley

Our numbers were augmented by members of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust’s Flora Group, and altogether about 25 of us assembled in the New Forest at the
Crockford Bottom car park between Beaulieu and Lymington (40/350990). The meeting
was planned and organised by Jo Basil, who found us some most interesting sites, quite
different from our usual habitats.
We headed north towards the old airfield (41/352001), and on very poor acid heathy soil
found the two ophioglossums that we had come principally to see: O. vulgatum and
O. azoricum. In wet flushes/shallow ponds we saw the unmistakable fresh green of
Pilularia globulifera (with pills) and nearby was Lycopodiella inundata, not to mention
interesting Drosera species and other plants characteristic of this area. We also saw
Pilularia in old tank traps beside the B3054.
After lunch we explored for a short distance the stream on the other side of the road
(40/352989). Osmunda regalis was growing on the stream banks, and we also found
Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata (also common on drier heath areas),
Equisetum fluviatile, E. telmateia and E. arvense.
We gained enormously from the expertise of the Trust’s members – we were delighted to
have a grass snake shown to us for instance – and hopefully may have gained another
member or two for the BPS.
We then moved to Spinner’s Nursery, run by Kevin Hughes (another possible new member?)
in Boldre (40/318976). There is a beautiful garden here and the nursery benefits from
collecting forays abroad by Kevin and his friends. Of particular interest in the garden were
the woodwardias W. unigemmata and W. areolata looking particularly impressive. Pteris
wallichiana made a very handsome plant, as did Blechnum nudum. All these plants appeared to
be quite hardy. We were also struck by a Polystichum (P. proliferum?) with a definite trunk.
We were splendidly entertained to tea by Jo and Ashley at Boldre. Amazingly, their
children are still alive after playing on the home-made assault course in the garden. In the
evidently child-free zone behind the house we were pleased to see the Basil’s interesting
and well grown fern collection.
Very many thanks, Jo, for a fascinating and varied day.

Frensham Common, Surrey, and Fred and Sue Rumsey’s Garden, Aldershot,
Pat Acock
Hampshire – 21 September
Thirteen members and one dog met at Frensham Great Pond (41/845406) at this northern
corner of the southern heathlands. People had travelled from as far afield as Peterborough
and Bournemouth, for which we were grateful. Frensham Common, owned by the National
Trust and managed by Waverley Borough Council, is better known for its reptiles and
amphibians (all British species occur here) than its pteridophytes, but we managed to
wheedle them out one at a time until we had quite a good list.
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Failing to find the tea-shop at the ranger station open, we pooled our resources and
managed tea for all before setting off to circumnavigate the Great Pond. To start with
we thought we were going to find only bracken but we soon found a little stream
flowing out of the Great Pond and our tally of ferns rose to four (Pteridium aquilinum,
Dryopteris dilatata, D. filix-mas and Athyrium filix-femina), with a few bramble-torn
legs acquired during the hunt. Past the hotel we came across a marshy area and a stream
flowing into the Great Pond and this proved even more ferny, with Dryopteris
carthusiana, D. affinis and Polypodium vulgare. A little further along the trail were two
very large clumps of Polypodium x mantoniae separated by a hundred yards. Nearly three
quarters of the way around the woody edges of the lake were many of the ferns
discovered earlier, plus Equisetum fluviatile with a surprisingly high and even numbers
of side branches.
As we approached the ranger station we met one of the rangers, who was very interested in
our finds and we promised him a full list of ferns.
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South-East Group at Frensham Common
Tim Brock, Steve Munyard, Peter Clare, Paul Ripley, Karen Munyard, Grace Acock,
Andy Martin, Jill Clare, Jo Basil, Marti Martin, Robin & Jennifer Walls, Ashley Basil

After a packed lunch we set off for Frensham Little Pond. Jill Clare explained to some of us
various points on the management of the heathland between the two ponds; we were trying
to distinguish between the different species of gorse when we realised that we were a long
way behind the rest of the group. It is quite easy to lose one’s sense of direction in this
featureless terrain, and by the time we were back together we realised that we had actually
gone in four different groups in four different directions. With the aid of a compass we
found the best path to the Little Pond, where we added Equisetum arvense to the list and
saw many of the other ferns seen in the morning, including some fine specimens of
Dryopteris carthusiana in a marshy inflow to the pond. At the dam end of the pond we saw
Asplenium ruta-muraria and A. adiantum-nigrum and in the woods behind the dam a few of
us found a good candidate for Dryopteris x deweveri. Wearily we carefully followed the
waymarks back to the ranger station in time for more tea and ice-cream.
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We now made our way to Fred and Sue Rumsey’s home in Aldershot. In Fred’s street
there is a large colony of Equisetum x litorale in a seep line. We were met by our hosts
for a guided tour of the garden. Needless to say it was packed with fascinating ferns.
Most were European or Macaronesian, with a few interesting ones from further away,
such as a magnificent plant of Polystichum vestitum from New Zealand. The other plants
were all unusual and selected by Fred for their uniqueness. I especially liked the
euphorbias and Bupleurum fruticosum. We were also treated to a browse through Fred’s
library.
We should like to thank Steve and Karen Munyard, who planned and led the day, for all
their hard work, and Fred and Sue for a splendid tea and garden visit that rounded off the
day perfectly.

St Leonard’s Forest, West Sussex, and Ewhurst, Surrey – 12 October
(Leaders: Graham Ackers & Lesley Williams)

Peter Clare

Sheepwash Gill. This Sussex Wildlife Trust nature reserve comprising a steep, narrow
Wealden stream valley in St Leonard’s Forest, near Horsham, West Sussex, was the first
venue of the day.
Ten members met in Roosthole Forestry Commission car park (51/209298) and,
undaunted by the wet weather, proceeded down the path into the Gill. We made our way
upstream, crossing and re-crossing the meandering stream as we went. Clambering over
numerous fallen trees we were rewarded for our efforts by the sight of some quite
magnificent stands of Blechnum spicant – very large specimens bearing tall fertile
fronds. We also noted several specimens of Oreopteris limbosperma, some of which
were also large. Other ferns we encountered were Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris
dilatata, D. filix-mas and Pteridium aquilinum. Jack Hubert spotted some lily-of-thevalley, Convallaria majalis, growing in one small area; this species also occurs in other
places in St Leonard’s Forest.
We made our way back to the car park via a higher path flanked by some very large beech
trees.
Architectural Plants, Nuthurst, West Sussex (51/194261). I was particularly keen to visit
this nursery, as it has a reputation for supplying a wide range of plants, including specimen
plants and bamboos. I had also heard about its somewhat unusual wooden buildings. The
nursery is very well laid out and very clean and tidy. The stock is healthy, well labelled and
well cared for. There is a range of pot-grown ferns, mainly ‘evergreen’ because that is what
customers demand, including Asplenium scolopendrium, Blechnum chilense, B. spicant,
Cyrtomium falcatum, Dicksonia antarctica, Polystichum munitum, P. polyblepharum,
P. setiferum, Pteris cretica and Woodwardia radicans. Outside, behind the wonderful
wooden office building, we saw Blechnum chilense, Polystichum munitum and Woodwardia
unigemmata.
The owner, Mr Angus White, once a member of this Society, suggested that we might like
to see some Dicksonia antarctica sporelings, which had appeared on the banks of a deep
ditch under some larger D. antarctica. The youngsters were growing in situ and one was
already forming a trunk. Further investigation of this area revealed hundreds of sporelings
growing further upstream on the vertical sides of the streambank. We also noted Dryopteris
affinis subsp. borreri var. robusta and Athyrium filix-femina.
We managed (just!) to tear ourselves away from this marvellous place to adjourn for lunch
in the adjacent Black Horse pub (a masterstroke of nursery siting, Angus!).
Our thanks to Angus White for letting us run amok in his stream.
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Sayers Croft Field Centre, Ewhurst, Surrey (51/089399). We were met by Lesley
Williams, who works at the Centre and was to be our guide for this venue. Sayers Croft
used to house evacuees during the Second World War, and we saw photographs and war
memorabilia in one of the buildings. Lesley also showed us an American crayfish that was
found in one of the ponds on the site. The brute was now lurking in an aquarium, and was
not at all intimidated by us peering in at it.
We moved on to a field of unimproved grassland, recently acquired by the Sayers Croft
Environmental and Educational Trust, and were shown two plants of Oreopteris
limbosperma. We then headed on to explore another site, Coneyhurst Gill, in woodland
also recently acquired by the field centre. Ferns seen included Athyrium filix-femina,
Asplenium scolopendrium, Blechnum spicant, Dryopteris affinis subsp. borreri and
subsp. borreri var. robusta, D. carthusiana and D. dilatata, many of which were deerbrowsed. Tim Brock pointed out an undulate form of Asplenium scolopendrium and
Steve Munyard found a plumose Athyrium filix-femina. On the way back through the
field centre we saw a large specimen of Dryopteris affinis subsp. affinis growing by one
of the ponds.
Graham and Lesley’s garden, Walliswood, Surrey. We were treated to a wonderful
cream tea and shown around the garden to inspect the fern collection, the aquatics and the
conservatory plants. Later on, Paul Ripley, Howard Matthews and Andrew Leonard showed
slides.
Our thanks to Graham and Lesley for a truly great day.

EAST ANGLIA
Indoor Meeting, Little Thurlow, Suffolk – 27 January

Rosemary Stevenson

It was with great pleasure that 13 members and friends once again converged on Little
Thurlow for what has become our traditional mid-winter raising of the spirits by reminders
of past fern hunting successes and whetting of appetites for our planned visits in the warmer
months to come. As always, Mary Hilton welcomed us into her beautiful home with the
blazing log-fire contributing to the festive feel of the occasion.
This year our speaker was a member of our own East Anglian Group. Most of us knew that
Anne Beaufoy had taught in Australia for the majority of her career and that she is, in
addition, an inveterate traveller to places of interest. So it was with keen anticipation that
we settled down to view the slides illustrating her talk entitled ‘Botanical Wanderings with
a Ferny Flavour’.
Anne’s attention was first drawn to ferns when, as a teenager, she was involved through her
local Natural History Society in Suffolk with a botanical survey of each parish in her area.
Visits to relatives in Devon then provided the ideal location for rapidly expanding her
interest in and knowledge of ferns. Her reference books were the cheap, second-hand
volumes of Victorian fern manuals, which were still readily available at that time. Armed
with these, her explorations led her first to the higher, inland area of Dartmoor where she
discovered the more common ferns as well as Hymenophyllum tunbrigense and H. wilsonii.
The Devon lanes provided another rich source of ferns, which mixed happily on the banks
and walls with wild flowers. On the coast she discovered Asplenium marinum and
A. obovatum subsp. billotii as well as Cuscato epithyrium (lesser dodder) and Scilla
autumnalis (autumn squill).
East Anglia, perhaps the driest part of the country, is not a promising place for a fern addict
to live. As a group we know only too well the difficulties experienced in tracking down fern
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sites, so could appreciate Anne’s skill in finding and photographing examples. The Broads
were the source of her illustrations of Thelypteris palustris, Dryopteris carthusiana and
D. cristata, which were of particular interest. What East Anglia lacks in ferns it certainly
makes up for with its many interesting wild flowers. Anne possesses an extremely wide
knowledge of botany, and indeed of all natural history, so we benefited throughout her talk
when fern slides were interspersed with illustrations of other indigenous plants.
Anne showed us Osmunda regalis at Studland, Adiantum capillus-veneris at Salisbury and
Asplenium ceterach in the Forest of Dean. Her whistle-stop British tour continued through
Yorkshire, the wet Lake District, which naturally produced a feast of ferns and the Brecon
Beacons in Wales where Pilularia globulifera, with the ‘pills’ clearly illustrated, was of
particular interest. A few of the treasures found in Scotland were Polystichum lonchitis,
Asplenium septentrionale on Arthur’s Seat outside Edinburgh and, at Cove Bay on the east
coast, Cystopteris dickieana. As a warning that fern hunting is not always the gentle
occupation it might seem, Anne recalled the time when in the wilds of Scotland she was
awoken from a peaceful sleep in her camper-van by a strange rocking of the vehicle. Her
conviction that it must be a minor earthquake was dispelled when, upon looking outside,
she discovered that the van was being vigorously licked by a huge Aberdeen Angus bull
and his herd of ‘wives’!
During her years in Australia Anne travelled to many different areas of the country and also
visited New Zealand, so the final part of her talk illustrated some of her botanical finds in
these two countries. From Australia’s coastal and rain-forest areas we saw Dicksonia
antarctica and Lindsaea microphylla, as well as filmy ferns growing on Antarctic beech. In
Tasmania Anne found Azolla filiculoides and A. pinnata and she had captured their different
forms well on film. In the drier, mountainous areas of Australia are found many of the
plants that we have come to associate with that country: Callistemon, Eucalyptus, Acacia
and Banksia. Ferns found included Todea barbara and gleichenias. Anne’s photographic
tour took us to a range of Australian habitats, from the coastal marshes via inland deserts to
higher and alpine areas, each with its kaleidoscope of wonderful plants, some familiar but
many not.
The areas of New Zealand’s North Island that Anne visited presented quite a harsh
environment with volcanic influence affecting the vegetation. She did, however, find filmy
ferns on Mt Egmont. South Island was much more to her taste. Anne was very taken with
the beautiful Lakes Matheson and Pukaki in the Mt Cook area. We were shown examples of
many plants that attracted her notice, in particular the vegetable sheep, Raoulia eximia,
which certainly looked very life-like. Ferns found on her travels included Blechnum pennamarina, Polystichum vestitum, Asplenium flaccidum and Blechnum discolor, and finally her
favourite fern of all time, Leptopteris superba. We gathered that anyone able to supply her
with a specimen or the means to grow one would end her forty-year quest to become the
proud owner of this beautiful fern.
Anne was warmly thanked and congratulated on her excellent talk, which had kept us all
enthralled and our afternoon finished in traditional East Anglian style with a splendid tea
provided by Mary, our hostess, and all the members.

Barton Broad, Norfolk, and Gill and Bryan Smith’s Garden, Oulton Broad,
Barrie Stevenson
Suffolk – 26 May
On a blustery day of sunshine and showers 13 members and friends gathered at Barton Turf
Staithe (63/356225), an inlet and landing stage giving access to Barton Broad, to be met by
the Warden, George Taylor and his Assistant manning two typically wide, flat-bottomed
fenland boats. We embarked and made our way onto the Broad, the wind whipping up
white-topped waves.
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We made several landings, the Warden often having to hack a path from the edge of the
water through the dense growths of reed. We trod gingerly; the raft of reeds vibrating
below our feet was treacherously shallow in places. (The warden demonstrated this by
taking a wand of willow, which he pushed vertically through the reed roots at our feet
until it disappeared; the willow wand was well over two metres in length.) We soon
found a profusion of ferns, Thelypteris palustris being so prevalent that it was difficult to
avoid treading on the fronds. We found good stands of Dryopteris cristata and Osmunda
regalis and, in slightly less wet areas, Dryopteris carthusiana, D. dilatata and
occasionally specimens of Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris filix-mas and Pteridium
aquilinum.
We returned to the Staithe and terra firma, removed waterlogged boots and enjoyed a sunny
picnic by the water’s edge.
Our drive to Oulton Broad was rewarded by a visit to Gill and Bryan Smith’s delightful
garden, which was positively soggy in comparison with the desert-like conditions that
prevail in this area later in the season. As a result of a wet spring the ferns were looking at
their best and Bryan is experimenting with new plantings, in particular a mounded area
backed by woodland. The mound is bisected by a deep path, so that the fern fronds may be
viewed from below, particularly effective as a means of admiring the silhouettes of the
fronds of a fine specimen of Dicksonia antarctica. Many tender ferns are well established
on the sloping sections of the mound and, amazingly, Bryan erects a protective structure
over the whole area in winter.
Various ferns are well established around a small pool with a floating colony of Azolla
filiculoides and bordered with a spreading area of Blechnum penna-marina ‘Cristata’. In a
sheltered courtyard beside the house several well grown ferns flourish, in particular a fine
specimen of Polystichum setiferum ‘Plumosum Bevis’. Gill takes a very full part in
maintaining their large garden, which has vast areas of grass kept in splendid condition, and
a vegetable patch that is her particular delight.
We are much indebted to Gill and Bryan for their kind hospitality, and particularly to Gill
for again demonstrating her superb catering abilities.

Nymans Woods and Standen, West Sussex – 29 June

Gill Smith

For our visit to the heart of Sussex we invited the South-East Regional Group to join us,
giving a total of 21 members in all, on what proved to be a hot, sunny day. Many of the
East Anglian Group had decided that an overnight stay was justified to enable them to be
at the meeting point in National Trust-owned Nymans Woods (51/264297) by 10.30a.m.
Our guide, James Masters, recently a gardener and woodsman for the Nymans Estate,
knew the whereabouts of many different ferns in the woods but said he would be
interested to know how many varieties we should find. (Subsequently the full list was
sent to him.)
We parked our cars in a woodland clearing near a deserted cottage previously inhabited
by woodsmen and their families. We made our way into the woods passing Equisetum
arvense, heath, spotted and common orchids, and Polypodium interjectum growing on
tree-trunks. The mixed plantings of trees sheltered good specimens of Dryopteris filixmas, D. dilatata and Pteridium aquilinum. We continued along woodland paths and
found a wide selection of ferns including Polystichum setiferum, Dryopteris affinis
subsp. borreri, D. carthusiana and Athyrium filix-femina. We soon found also Blechnum
spicant, Oreopteris limbosperma, and to our great delight, Dryopteris aemula, specimens
of which grew on the banks of a dried-up stream and in a fairly exposed position beside
the main path.
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We next found ourselves at a large pond fed by the River Ouse. This was a hammer pond,
which had been constructed to power the bellows and furnaces of the now defunct iron
works nearby. We walked along a conifer avenue lined with spruce and Californian
redwoods. Alongside the avenue was a Wellingtonia, which was the tallest tree in Sussex
until the mid-1990s when it lost its top to lightening. The scenery changed yet again with
the appearance of several massive grey sandstone outcrops, one of which is called Pook’s
Church or Pulpit Rock, which is sheltered by trees and supports a colony of
Hymenophyllum tunbrigense. (This site was listed in the Rev. F.H. Arnold’s Flora of
Sussex, 1907.) The next area contained pollarded sweet chestnuts, which were grown
specifically for furniture manufacture. The path then took us to a bridge over a small
waterway that was lined with very large specimens of Osmunda regalis, then up a steep
bank on which grew Asplenium scolopendrium. Back at the car park we ate our packed
lunches seated on sawn logs under the shelter of an old Sussex barn.
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Combined East Anglian and South-East Regional Groups’ visit to Nymans Woods
Geoffrey Winder, Marti Martin, Tim Pyner, Albert Carter, Peter Clare, James Masters,
Doreen Carter, Marie Winder, Paul Ripley, Andrew Leonard, Graham Ackers (back),
Jane Collins (middle), Jack Hubert (front), Bryan Smith, Patrick Acock, Gill Smith,
Andy Martin, Karen Munyard, Grace Acock, Rosemary Stevenson, Steve Munyard

After lunch we drove the small distance to Standen (51/389356), a house and garden owned
by the National Trust. The house is a fine example of the 19th-century Arts and Crafts
Movement and is set above a steep, sloping garden, commanding splendid views across the
Sussex Weald. James Masters, who last autumn became Gardener-in-Charge at Standen,
gave us a short history of the buildings and we then set off to discover the hidden delights
of the garden.
As we walked across a bordered lawn below the house, the first ferns spotted were two
Dicksonia antarctica growing either side of a summer-house. Fairly small but trunked
specimens, having been planted two or three years earlier, they had obviously survived
winters without any special attention. Also in these borders were Matteuccia struthiopteris
and large specimens of Athyrium filix-femina, thriving in the seepage of moisture from the
higher ground. In a wilder area of the garden were found Dryopteris filix-mas and
D. dilatata and, in damp ground, an enormous stand of Osmunda regalis that was releasing
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clouds of fresh spores. After wandering across lawns and beside colourful borders we noted
such ferns as Onoclea sensibilis, Polystichum tsus-simense and P. setiferum, while
Asplenium trichomanes and A. adiantum-nigrum occurred in the stonework of the terrace
below the house.
We next made our way to higher ground behind the house and, crossing a wooden bridge,
looked down into a Victorian fern grotto. A cliff below our feet ran down to the grotto
floor, the constantly trickling water supporting a colony of Osmunda regalis that grew in
profusion, the mature plants surrounded by a green haze of sporelings. We descended by a
steep path to the floor of the grotto, where James explained that this area is known as the
Quarry Garden; stone was excavated from here and used in building the house. The steep,
rocky walls of the quarry have been colonised by ferns in profusion, with tree cover above
so that sunlight is minimal, and a waterfall and pool provide the humidity that ferns love.
We noted specimens of Asplenium scolopendrium, Blechnum spicant, Phegopteris
connectilis, Gymnocarpium dryopteris and masses of Athyrium filix-femina cultivars that
had obviously crossed and back-crossed for the past hundred years.
James called the Quarry Garden a magic place, as indeed it is, and as we left the ferny
coolness and emerged into the heat of the sunlit terrace in front of the house, we agreed that
this was a fitting end to a most enjoyable, fern-filled day.

Danbury Ridge and Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex – 8 September

Anne Beaufoy

Nineteen members of the East Anglian Group had the pleasure of the leadership of Essex
Wildlife Trust’s Geoff Ford when we visited the undulating woodland ridge at Danbury
(52/1787057).
Early rain had laid the dust under the mixed canopy, which comprised mainly mature trees,
hornbeam being prominent. Other areas are managed as coppice (with the help of deer
protection fencing) and there are some open heathland patches. This variety of underlying
soil types and drainage (gravel, boulder clay and peat) allows a wide range of fauna and
flora to flourish and provides good conditions for several species of fern.
Very fine clumps of the broad buckler, Dryopteris dilatata, were seen in a boggy area, with
narrow buckler, D. carthusiana, nearby, and a vigorous probable hybrid, four feet high,
growing next to them. Another wet area gave us the less widespread marsh fern, Thelypteris
palustris, while the lady fern, Athyrium filix-femina, graced many a damp ditch-side,
although those in nearby drier areas had suffered in the recent dry spell. Dryopteris affinis
subsp. borreri coped better with the more freely drained areas. Our greatest delight,
perhaps, was a splendid patch of hard fern, Blechnum spicant, with some three hundred
specimens growing on a sloping area of damp clay. Their fertile fronds, though, were few in
number – they had proved too tempting for the deer and rabbits. Many other items of
interest included lichen patches, lily-of-the-valley leaves and dormouse boxes fixed to trees.
After a picnic lunch we drove to Tim Pyner’s house on the outskirts of Southend. His small
and very sheltered garden is chock-a-block with exotic plants of a hardy nature, and he has
listed 130 fern species in the raised peat beds and containers. Only a few of these are British
species, and of the foreigners a mere handful have yet to be checked for present-day winter
hardiness.
In addition to Tim’s hospitality, including welcome refreshments, we also enjoyed a talk by
John Woodhams, formerly Assistant Curator of Tropical Collections at Kew. His slide
presentation ‘For the Love of Ferns’ gave us a fascinating insight into the worldwide
collecting of fern species for the Botanic Gardens, taking us to a far-ranging selection of
sites and detailing the close study of the ferns’ local habitats and growth characteristics that
gave him and his colleagues clues to their requirements when confronted with the
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difficulties of cultivating and propagating the plants. John concluded his talk with the story
of the restoration of a private late-Victorian fern-house near Kew.
We thank everyone involved in the day’s activities for their kind contributions to our
knowledge and enjoyment.

End of Season Meeting, Barrow, Suffolk – 3 November

Barrie Stevenson

At the time of writing members have a further meeting to look forward to, our annual visit
to Marie and Geoffrey Winder where we shall reminisce after a most enjoyable season,
aiding our memories with a collection of photographs and slides. There will be an
exhibition of late-Victorian nature-printed and colour illustrated fern books, a bring-andbuy fern sale and finally, a superb spread of refreshments for which this meeting is
particularly well known.

NORTH-WEST
Brantwood, Coniston, Cumbria – 8 June

Peter Hindle

In somewhat inclement weather 22 members assembled for a return visit to the home of the
Linton collection and to explore other areas of the Brantwood estate (34/313958). Before
setting out we made a presentation to Marjorie Garstang in thanks for founding the NorthWest Group and organising its meetings over the last seven years.
Eric Baker had provided us with an excellent description of Brantwood (BPS Bulletin 4(6):
270, 1995) and members were able to use this as a general guide. He had pointed out the need
for accurate naming and labelling of the ferns and it was good to see that that was being done,
albeit slowly, as agreement over identification is not always easy to obtain. Dryopteris
carthusiana is now well established in several spots, and on the high level path that runs
from the main ‘Linton Garden’ to the lake we were able to reach general agreement on the
presence of the following Dryopteris affinis taxa: subsp. borreri var. robusta, subsp. affinis
var. paleaceolobata and also a possible D. x complexa nothosubsp. complexa.
The whole collection has matured wonderfully during the years since our last group visit as
a result of the care lavished on it by Sally Beamish and her team. Many challenges remain,
particularly that voiced by Eric in his plea for more D. affinis specialists to lend a hand with
identification.
Our special thanks go to Sally Beamish for showing us around and to other workers at
Brantwood for maintaining such high standards.
One note for intending visitors: if it is both drizzling and muggy, take plenty of insect
repellent. Later in the day we saw workers in the garden wearing bee-keepers’ veils!

Arnside, Cumbria – 29 June

Frances Haigh

From Arnside Promenade (34/454786) 19 members checked out the Adiantum capillusveneris on the limestone cliff a few minutes walk away. Other plants behind nearby bushes
were also inspected. All were flourishing.
Then we moved to private land to conduct a survey that had been requested by the owner.
This is one of the few Cumbrian sites of Thelypteris palustris, comprising a dense and
thriving colony that was accessed with difficulty because of high water levels. Apart from a
deep peaty area with a pond, the site was limestone grassland, mostly grazed by cattle.
Around the pond were Equisetum arvense and E. palustre, with Athyrium filix-femina under
trees. Dryopteris filix-mas and D. dilatata were present but we didn’t find any
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D. carthusiana despite the suitable habitat. Asplenium scolopendrium, A. ruta-muraria and
A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens grew, mostly around the boundaries, with a few fronds
of Polypodium interjectum on a fallen tree. There were also a few plants of Polystichum
aculeatum and one P. setiferum; much interest centred on two shuttlecocks that did not have
clear-cut identities. They seemed to be like a hard form of the soft shield fern.
After a picnic lunch we parked at 34/473804 to walk along a disused railway running
between steep banks, much of which is exposed limestone. In the damp, shady conditions
were prolific displays of Asplenium scolopendrium, some with forked fronds, and also
A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, Polypodium interjectum, Dryopteris filix-mas,
Polystichum aculeatum and Equisetum arvense. The only new find was Cystopteris fragilis.
After a short return walk along the estuary there was tea at the leader’s house; she was
grateful for advice on her fern growing.
Many thanks to the owner of the Thelypteris palustris site, who wishes to remain anonymous.

Whitbeck, Muncaster and Ravenglass, Cumbria – 17 August

Jack Garstang
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North-West Group at Muncaster
Brian Haskins, Cynthia Kelsall, Alec Tate, Joan Hindle, Geoff & Julia Wilkins,
Roy & Denise Copson, Harvey Shepherd, Ann Haskins, Peter Hindle, Melville Thomson,
Michael Hayward, Jack & Marjorie Garstang, Thelma Tate

Nineteen members met in the lay-by at Whitbeck church (34/118839). A rough track runs
north through the township along the western flank of Black Combe at about 200 feet above
sea level and about one mile inland. This is an area of high insolation with daily on-shore
anabatic salt-laden winds, making it a favourite place for ferns and parascenders alike. A
quarter of a mile along the track the retaining wall holds several colonies (discovered by the
writer in January 2001) of Asplenium obovatum subsp. lanceolatum. We also found
Dryopteris filix-mas, D. affinis subsp. cambrensis, Athyrium filix-femina, Polystichum
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setiferum ‘Divisilobum’, Osmunda regalis, Asplenium scolopendrium and Pteridium
aquilinum. A further 200 yards found the party examining the over-shot water wheel at
Whitbeck Mill, and the new developments taking place provoked a great deal of interest.
A ten-mile drive took us to Muncaster Castle (34/104965), whose gardens are noted for
their rhododendrons, pines, the Himalayan Garden, the World Owl Centre and royal ferns.
We had permission for a private viewing of The Ferns of Great Britain and Ireland natureprinted by H. Bradbury, by Moore & Lindley 1855 (Imperial folio, 51 plates with
corresponding text), the first practical illustration of nature-printing, life-size and coloured.
Following a long study and discussion, Cynthia Kelsall moved a vote of thanks to the
owner, Mr Pennington, for granting access to this magnificent and rare tome. After lunch in
the café, the garden and woodland walks provided Polystichum aculeatum, P. setiferum,
Dryopteris affinis subsp. cambrensis, D. filix-mas, D. dilatata, Osmunda regalis, Blechnum
spicant, and B. penna-marina in abundance around the remains of the old raised garden. It
was rumoured that Muncaster once had a penna-marina lawn! The osmundas, we were told,
were planted about 1910. Finally, a trio of ferns that we first saw three years ago as single
immature fronds have developed and could be identified as Polystichum munitum. Now
where did they come from and in such a rough, overgrown location?
A short drive down the hill found us in Ravenglass (34/0896), once the Roman port and fort
of Glannaventa, which is situated at a unique meeting of the Rivers Esk, Mite and Irt. A
walk along the beach to the boundary of Glannaventa brought us to the largest display of
wild growing Polystichum setiferum to be seen in this area, some with fronds four feet long,
and sharing the site with numerous undulate Asplenium scolopendrium. The walk back to
the village via the Roman bathhouse (still standing), showed us the usual mixture of
woodland ferns with the stone walls holding Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, A. ruta-muraria
and A. ceterach.
The meeting was favoured with beautiful weather, good facilities, free parking and plenty
of cafés, not to mention magnificent scenery.

AGM, Holehird, Windermere, Cumbria – 12 October

Peter Hindle

The Annual General Meeting was once again held in the Garden Room at Holehird
(35/410009). Nearly 40 members attended.
In the morning we had an illustrated talk on ‘Varieties of Polystichum’ by Robert Sykes and
in the afternoon Alastair Wardlaw spoke to us about ‘A Garden of British Ferns’, with
particular reference to those needing special protection in the Glasgow area.
During the lunch break we were able to walk in the garden and view the National Collection
of Polystichum held at Holehird and looked after by Cynthia Kelsall.
The results of the Potted Fern competition were: (a) Native British Ferns – Harvey Shepherd,
and (b) Indoor Fern – Michael Hayward. By request, the judges gave us some valuable hints
on presentation and on what points they were looking for. These were very much
appreciated. The fiendish Fern Name competition was narrowly won by Anne Wright.
As usual, the fern and plant stall proved a great and remunerative attraction. Special thanks
here to Alec Tate, who has run the stall for so many years with good humour and some hard
bargaining.
Marjorie Garstang brought along her gift (see Brantwood report) for all to admire, and Jack
Garstang was made a suitable award for his assistance to her.
The AGM was brief and business-like, with many suggestions made for next year’s programme.
The ‘Jacob’s Join’ tea that ended the proceedings was up to its usual high standard.
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CORNWALL

Ian Bennallick

Botanical Cornwall Group – Introduction
This informal group was formed following a meeting in February 2002 of 16 local
botanists, and is open to all those who enjoy the identification, recording and conservation
of Cornwall’s (and Isles of Scilly’s) flora, including ferns.
Eleven successful field meetings in various parts of the county have been held at the time of
writing, with five more planned for the remainder of 2002. Some meetings were organised
specifically to relocate and record particular species, and others as more habitat-based
meetings and for tetrad recording. They have proved an excellent way of adding to our
knowledge of the distribution of ferns in Cornwall. New locations were found for some
species and rarer ones relocated. One of the most rewarding aspects of the field meetings
has been that the group has welcomed botanists from other parts of the country.
The following is a brief account of each meeting held.

Indoor meeting, Cornwall Wildlife Trust – 20 February
This indoor meeting concentrated on the distinctive flora of the Lizard peninsula and was
intended as an introduction to four of the field meetings planned. Rose Murphy expertly
demonstrated, with the aid of many wonderful distribution maps and her knowledge and
experience, the reasons why the Lizard is so special for certain species.

Kynance Cove and Lower Predannack – 20 & 23 March
The aim of the early meetings in March was to look for, amongst other species, Isoetes
histrix. On the 20th March in high winds and sea drizzle, the group visited the area around
Lower Predannack Wollas (10/6715), as well as the area around Kynance (10/6813), to
ascertain the chances of seeing the rarities that
Rose had spoken of in her talk in February. In
more clement weather the sites were visited
again on the 23rd March and on this occasion
populations of I. histrix were found in very
short coastal turf around the serpentine rocky
outcrops at Holestrow (10/6912) and Rill
Ledges (10/6713). Plants seen growing around
the base of a rocky outcrop at Holestrow were
initially very difficult to see, as similar looking
rosettes of Scilla verna (spring squill) and
Armeria maritima (thrift) added to the
confusion. Lady Rosemary FitzGerald, so
familiar with the Lizard rarities, had remarked
in the past of the ‘Catherine-wheel’ look of the
photo: M.J. Stribley
plants and with this particularly handy field
Isoetes histrix at Holestrow, Lizard,
hint plants were easier to distinguish,
Cornwall, 23 March 2002
especially where they were starting to turn
yellow in the drying wind.
A visit to Lawarnick Pit (10/681134), a natural pit formed after the collapse of a sea cave,
saw the group admiring some very distinct, rather elongated forms of Asplenium adiantumnigrum growing in the spaces between the Serpentine boulders. A small plant of
A. marinum in a crevice in the cliff-face was also seen, as well as Polypodium interjectum,
Asplenium scolopendrium and the ubiquitous Pteridium aquilinum.
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Cotehele and Greystone Wood – 18 April
In April the group met at the eastern end of the county, beside the river Tamar at Cotehele
(20/4268) and Greystone Wood (20/3679). The aim of the meeting was to see Viola
reichenbachiana (early dog-violet), a species widespread in the rest of the British Isles but
very rare in Cornwall where it is restricted to the extreme east of the county. Several ferns
were seen. The small wooded valleys at Cotehele, an area owned by the National Trust,
were luxuriant with Dryopteris dilatata, Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris filix-mas and
D. affinis agg., and D. aemula was seen along a woodland track. Asplenium ruta-muraria,
A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens and A. adiantum-nigrum were found on a stone bridge
and Asplenium ceterach, a fern of restricted occurrence in Cornwall, along a particularly
interesting old wall near Cotehele Quay. However, the most interesting species seen was
Adiantum capillus-veneris, growing on the inside walls of a limekiln, also at Cotehele
Quay, a locality long known to Cornish botanists.
Greystone Wood delighted members from the west of Cornwall. This woodland, typical of
the larger valleys in the Tamar catchment in East Cornwall and West Devon, had a mixture
of species not usually seen in West Cornwall, including Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp.
montanum (yellow archangel) and Ranunculus auricomus (goldilocks buttercup). Although
no ferns of note were seen, Polystichum aculeatum, which had been seen in a hedge nearby,
was sought on the steep, shaded banks in the woodland, but unfortunately was not found.
P. aculeatum is very rare in Cornwall and seems to be restricted to the Tamar catchment,
where it can be found in cooler northerly aspects of wooded areas, especially at the base of
river cliffs. It is possibly more widespread, but access to areas beside the river is
problematical so co-operation will be needed for future surveying.

Helman Tor and Breney Common – 28 April
This meeting was held following a request for a field trip to look at bryophytes. Mark Pool, the
British Bryological Society recorder for Devon led the day. The area chosen was Helman Tor
(20/0661), an elevated granite tor on the edge of the St Austell granite near Bodmin, and
Breney Common (20/0561), a Cornwall Wildlife Trust-owned reserve of heath, bog, pools and
scrub in the small valley below. This area was historically used for tin streaming and gravel
extraction, and the semi-natural habitats formed since the cessation of extraction have become
rich in bryophytes, several of which were pointed out. The area is also rich in ferns and species
of note included small patches of Hymenophyllum tunbrigense in crevices of the granite tor,
with Dryopteris dilatata and a few plants of D. aemula around the base of the boulders.
In the wetter areas of Breney Common Osmunda regalis was especially abundant with
some plants several feet tall and wide. Pilularia globulifera was found in a small pond and
along a small stream, and Dryopteris carthusiana was seen in the more open areas. One of
the ponds on the reserve had Equisetum fluviatile, E. palustre and E. x litorale, with
E. arvense on drier parts of the bank. Asplenium obovatum subsp. lanceolatum is found in
some of the old granite Cornish hedges in the Helman Tor area and although I.J. Bennallick
saw the species in a hedge nearby in 2001, no plants could be seen in 2002.

Kynance, Carn Caerthillian and near Lizard Point – 22 & 25 May
The two meetings held at Kynance (10/6813), Carn Caerthillian (10/6912) and near Lizard
Point (10/7011) were the final two of the four meetings planned during the indoor meeting
in February. These meetings were timed so as to catch in flower some of the rare Trifolium
species (clovers) that occur on the Lizard. Ferns seen included Asplenium marinum and
Isoetes histrix, the latter still looking very fresh at Holestrow. It had been remarked by
several local botanists that spring had been late by about two weeks and that the desiccating
winds that usually dry the low, flat Lizard peninsula had yet to take effect. Interestingly,
fresh green I. histrix plants were still apparent on the coast path near the National Trust car
park at Kynance during a visit with the Somerset Rare Plant Group in June in 2001.
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Penlee Point and Polhawn Cove – 22 June
No ferns of note were seen on the visits to Penlee Point (20/4448) or Polhawn Cove
(20/4249) at the extreme south-eastern part of Cornwall.
Bude Canal and Maer Lake – 9 July
No ferns of note were seen in the area around the Bude Canal, from Hele Bridge (21/2103)
to Bude Marshes (21/2006) and Maer Lake (21/2007) in the north-eastern part of Cornwall.
However, Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, A. ruta-muraria, A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens
and Polystichum setiferum were new to the tetrad (21/20 C) and Azolla filiculoides proved
to be abundant in a small pond on the Bude Marshes.
Castick Wood and Rocky Wood – 13 July
The aim of this meeting was to explore the eastern edge of Bodmin Moor, near North Hill
(20/2776), specifically targeting habitat thought suitable for Phegopteris connectilis and
Gymnocarpium dryopteris. Both of these ferns had been recorded on Bodmin Moor in the 1930s
but had not been seen since. The woodlands looked at (with kind permission from the owners,
the Latham family of Trebartha) were Castick Wood (20/2577) along the Withey Brook and
Rocky Wood (20/2675). These were chosen in preference to other parts of a rather over-grazed
Bodmin Moor for their cool, north-easterly aspect, high humidity and the presence of partly
undisturbed woodland. Unfortunately the search was unsuccessful, but similar habitats on
Bodmin Moor may well prove more fruitful. However, the day was not without interest, as
large populations of Hymenophyllum tunbrigense were seen on the sides of granite boulders,
around the boles of trees and in damp crevices in both woodlands, the plants at Rocky Wood
being especially luxuriant. Oreopteris limbosperma and Osmunda regalis were also recorded.

Rospannel Farm and Porthgwarra – 10 August
A visit was made to Rospannel Farm (10/3926) to see some wet valley moorland, typical of
the southern part of West Penwith in the extreme west of Cornwall, and to record the
species around a wildlife pond created in the 1990s by the farmer, Bernard Hocking.
Asplenium obovatum subsp. lanceolatum in an overgrown granite Cornish hedge was
pointed out to the group whilst walking to the valley, and several large plants of Osmunda
regalis were seen on the moor itself. Azolla filiculoides was recorded from a small part of
the wildlife pond and it was mentioned that this could become a problem in the future.
The afternoon was spent at Porthgwarra, an area very close to Gwennap Head, the most
south-westerly point in Cornwall. Asplenium obovatum subsp. lanceolatum was seen on a
natural rocky outcrop along the coast at Carn Scathe (10/3721), and A. marinum was found
in several crevices of Hella Point (10/3721).
For arranging access to sites visited so far this year, thanks are due to Tim Dingle and
Graham Sutton for Bude and Maer Lake, Brian Stringer and the Latham family for the
North Hill woodlands, Joe Costley of the National Trust for Cotehele, Bernard Hocking for
Rospannel Farm and Tilhill Forestry for Greystone Wood. Special thanks must go to Rose
Murphy, whose dedication in recording the Cornish flora is an inspiration to the other
members of the Botanical Cornwall Group.
Full details of the field meetings will appear on the Botanical Cornwall Group Website –
www.floracam.co.uk/bcg and will be published in issue 12 of Botanical Cornwall (to be
published early in 2003). During each field meeting full species lists are made, and these, as
well as copies of meetings reports, are available from Ian Bennallick, the Botanical Cornwall
Group co-ordinator. All records made on meetings are held on ERICA, the local database in
Cornwall for botanical records, and these records will also be held at the Environmental
Records Centre for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, which is based at Allet near Truro.
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SCOTLAND
Mugdock Country Park, Glasgow – 13 April

Frank McGavigan

Deprived of all things ferny over the wettest winter on record, five die-hard enthusiasts met
on a beautifully sunny morning at the Mugdock Country Park (26/547780), just north of
Glasgow, for the first Scottish gathering of the year. The park contains the ruin of what
must have been a fine castellated stone mansion, an artificial loch, several acres of untidy
woodland and many neglected stone walls or dykes – a perfect habitat for spotting ferns.
We were not disappointed.
Almost immediately we came across Asplenium scolopendrium, A. trichomanes subsp.
quadrivalens and Dryopteris dilatata in what appeared to be an unmortared wall. There
must have been some old lime mortar to satisfy the two aspleniums, although the calcifuge
D. dilatata, which is abundant elsewhere on the estate, seemed unaffected.
Passing scattered clumps of Blechnum spicant and dormant plants of Dryopteris affinis
subsp. borreri, D. filix-mas and the ubiquitous Pteridium aquilinum, we came out of the
woodland to study healthy colonies of Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens and
A. ruta-muraria on a south-facing mortared wall; the latter species was more extensive, but
both occupied quite distinct and separate parts of the wall. We pondered, without coming to
any definitive conclusions, on the relative requirements of heat, moisture and lime of these
two species and on how long it takes for a colony to become established. The unmortared
‘dry stane dyke’ on the other side of the road had no ferns.
The massive sycamores lining the drive up to the ruined castle were festooned with
epiphytic polypodies. Were they Polypodium vulgare or P. interjectum? Difficult to tell,
even for Heather McHaffie, so samples were taken for microscopic examination. [All
confirmed as P. interjectum. H. McH.] But high up in the trees they are safe from the
‘improving’ hand of man, unlike ferns on the wall surrounding the old formal garden where
the Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens had been ripped out in their dozens to
prepare the way for elaborate repointing and restoration. The plants of A. trichomanes that
remained were curious in that the pinnae seemed more elongated in relation to their width
than is normal, and the pinnules were distinctly overlapping.
Alastair Wardlaw regaled us, perhaps because his arm was in a sling, with the tale of a
young child who had an arm bitten off by a leopard in the zoo that used to surround the
castle. The cages had been cut into the adjacent cliff, but all that remained of interest to us
were a few polypodies – definitely P. vulgare this time. We walked round the loch and
spotted a solitary plant of Asplenium adiantum-nigrum in a cliff-face, surviving on some
calcareous seepage in an otherwise acidic terrain. We caught sight of a few roe deer, quite
close and clearly unafraid of either humans or the ghosts of leopards.
After lunch and a quick visit to the Park’s garden centre, where we were surprised to find
on sale at exorbitant prices some of the fern species we had just seen, we drove to two
nearby roadside sites. At the first (26/563787) was a healthy colony of vigorous and robust
Asplenium ceterach; this is quite a rare fern this far north and it was quite a surprise to see it
flourishing so well. Nearer the city at a busy road junction (26/556739) several plants of
Cystopteris fragilis were pushing out from between the stone blocks of a railway bridge,
sharing the wall with an extensive covering of Conocephalum conicum, the scented
liverwort.
The afternoon was spent at Alastair Wardlaw’s home. His garden is a pteridological
paradise, with too many species, both native and foreign, to enumerate here. Fortified by a
magnificent afternoon tea prepared by Alastair’s charming wife, Jackie, we held an
informal workshop to discuss what key features of dicksonias could be scientifically
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described to distinguish with certainty between those commonly grown in Britain, in
particular D. antarctica and D. fibrosa. Descriptions in current guides are laughably woolly
and vague. With sample fronds cut from Alastair’s collection we compared colour (but how
do you describe colour?), feel (but hardness is impossible to measure), the angle that the
pinnae meet the stipe (this looks promising), the relative width and length of the pinnae and
pinnules (needs a controlled study), and other features. Side by side the two ferns are
clearly distinct, but the layman would struggle to determine which is which from published
keys and descriptions.
With the warmth disappearing from the sun we brought a very satisfying day to an end,
carrying off to our gardens the usual exchanged coveted ferns.

The Sesquicentenary of Athyrium distentifolium var. flexile in Glen Prosen,
Heather McHaffie
Angus – 27 July
A significant anniversary occurred in July this year that unaccountably failed to make the
headlines. I can now reveal that it was 150 years since Athyrium distentifolium var. flexile
was first found at the type locality in Glen Prosen. We could not visit on the exact date,
Wednesday 24th July, but on the following Saturday eight of us headed up Glen Prosen
(37/237736). There were three BPS members, three people from Kindrogan Field Centre
and two local botanists. The sun failed to shine on us but at least it didn’t rain.
We arrived at a small group of rocks near the head of the valley and satisfied ourselves that
the fern had not been eaten by the local sheep, deer or mountain hares. The large clumps of
A. distentifolium in the middle of the rocks had not been grazed yet. After the wet summer
the ferns were mostly better than I have ever seen them. One other clump of
A. distentifolium var. flexile further down the hill was barely visible and I only found it
because I knew the location so well. It looked as though the fronds had been frosted and
failed to recover. However, Frank Katzer found a better new clump further up the hillside,
which I had never found despite repeated searching.
We had lunch and then the cake was produced. The Dundee cake (City of Discovery) was
made by Frank McGavigan and had 1852 – 2002 in green icing with a tasteful
representation of a flexile frond across the middle. We sang Happy Birthday (although I am
not sure that everyone joined in), cut the cake, ate the lot and started to wend our way back
down via several interesting-looking outcrops. We saw Dryopteris oreades on inaccessible
ledges, which a few intrepid people visited. A block scree, with boulders at least ten metres
across had a family of foxes living among the D. expansa. There was abundant
Gymnocarpium dryopteris and occasional Cystopteris fragilis among the rocks. There were
Equisetum sylvaticum, E. palustre, E. fluviatile and E. arvense. A population of E. pratense
was barely visible among tall Calluna that had grown since I previously visited. Presumably
once the heather is burnt the horsetail will be more vigorous again. In a calcareous area we
saw some ‘bonsai’ Polystichum lonchitis only a few centimetres tall that had been heavily
grazed. There was a little Lycopodium clavatum also, with Huperzia selago and Selaginella
selaginoides. Some people saw Botrychium lunaria (one plant) on the way up but we
couldn’t find it again. Oreopteris limbosperma grew by the streams and Blechnum spicant
was very common. Frank McGavigan and Frank Katzer boosted the total by spotting
Osmunda regalis, Asplenium trichomanes and A. ceterach in gardens at Glamis, but perhaps
that’s cheating.

Visit to Cystopteris dickieana, Aberdeen – 3 August

Frank McGavigan

Having checked the tides (but unfortunately not the weather forecast) Heather McHaffie
had organised a trip to view Cystopteris dickieana in its type locality in a sea cave just
south of Aberdeen.
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But firstly, even further south, a few of us were guided by Les Tucker, who seems to know
every site of botanical interest around the city of Dundee, to a location just north of
Glendoick, near Perth, where Asplenium ceterach grows naturally in rock (37/202241).
Even in Scotland, where it is uncommon, we are all used to seeing A. ceterach growing in
the lime mortar of old walls (and incidentally there is a huge colony in the village of Glamis
in Angus) but none of us had seen the rustyback in its natural habitat before, except perhaps
on holiday on the Mediterranean coast. There was no doubt that this was a natural site,
rather than man-made by some errant gardener. The nearest habitation is some distance
away and the site is difficult to access, up a steep and very slippery slope, made more
treacherous by this year’s atrocious summer, which showed no signs of improving during
our visit. There were several clumps, about a dozen in all, scattered around the outcrop of
volcanic rock along with plants of A. adiantum-nigrum, also often seen on walls. In
addition, our fern sleuth, Frank Katzer, spotted Polystichum aculeatum after the rest of us
had walked over it.
Then on to Aberdeen (Frank is as sharp at spotting speed cameras as he is at finding
ferns), where we met up with Anne-Marie and Chris Smout and Jackie and Alastair
Wardlaw. After clambering over the wet and precarious shore boulders at Cove (by this
time the rain had got even heavier) we were rewarded with the sight of the enormous sea
cave itself, populated by three fern species – Asplenium marinum (in great profusion and
of robust size), Athyrium filix-femina (strange to find lady fern there), and of course
Cystopteris dickieana, also in healthy profusion although most plants are on an
inaccessible ledge.
Heather had, in her usual efficient manner, provided us all with copies of Peter Marren’s
excellent article on the history of Dickie’s fern (Pteridologist 1(1): 27-32. 1984). From this
we learnt that the fern was first named and described in writing in 1848, although Professor
Chris Smout makes no mention of this momentous event in his otherwise excellent
A Century of the Scottish People 1830-1950 (1986). Actually Dickie acknowledged that he
himself did not originally find the fern but was led to it as a student by his teacher,
Professor William Knight, several years before. However, he does seem to have been the
first to have recognised its uniqueness.
Unique it certainly is, in that it is found in very few other places in Britain besides this sea
cave and a few sites nearby, but is it actually a separate species or merely a variant of
C. fragilis? Anyone who has grown the two (and they’re easy to cultivate, unlike Asplenium
marinum) can clearly see a difference, but what about the science? Much research work still
needs to be done. But, being a Scotsman and no scientist, I of course have no doubt at all
that Cystopteris dickieana is a separate, unique species, found only in this one little corner
of Scotland. Well, we don’t have much else to shout about.
Before retreating to the shelter of our cars a few of us went in search of another
C. dickieana site slightly to the north of Cove. Wading knee-high through soaking
vegetation and slithering down muddy slopes, Les Tucker, quickly followed by Frank
Katzer, soon found, near a magnificent waterfall, a very wet overhang that looked like the
remains of a collapsed sea cave. C. dickieana grows here alongside C. fragilis, with some
plants looking suspiciously intermediate. Clearly a research project in the making. Also at
this site were several Asplenium scolopendrium, which we later discovered on our way
home on sale at a well known garden centre at a mere £7.95 per plant along with Blechnum
spicant at £5.95.
Despite rip-off garden centre prices, this was a good day in perfect fern-growing, if not
fern-hunting, weather. The following day summer began, the sun shone and temperatures
soared. I must have a word with Heather about timing.
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Isle of Bute, Argyll – 7 September

Frank McGavigan

The beginning of September saw us off to Bute again, on what has become an annual outing
for the Scottish Fern Group. This time it was a very relaxed visit with no frenetic hunting to
see how many fern species we could tick off in the day. It is such a beautiful, peaceful place
that any visitor is quickly overcome with the desire to take it easy.
First stop was the cave at Dunagoil Bay (26/0853) in the south of the island where James
Merryweather had taken us two years previously to see gametophytes of Trichomanes
speciosum, the Killarney fern. Of course there was no sign of the sporophyte, one of the most
beautiful of British ferns, because this is one of the sites where the gametophytes survive in the
absence of the sporophyte and have perhaps done so for hundreds (thousands?) of years.
Heather McHaffie had thoughtfully provided us all with copies of Rumsey, Jermy and
Sheffield’s article on this phenomenon (Watsonia 22: 1-19. 1998). From this we learn that the
“gametophytic generation, the sexual or gamete-bearing phase of the life-cycle, is not only
perennial but produces specialised structures for its vegetative propagation (gemmae),
allowing the potential development of extensive stands of this usually overlooked generation.”
Rumsey et al. list all the British sites where this occurs, although the Bute cave is not
included as it is a more recent discovery. They also point out “that gametophyte populations
extend into continental Europe far beyond the known sporophytic range of the species”,
which is mainly the warm Atlantic seaboard including places such as the Azores. So the
question is, how did these independent gametophyte populations become established and
when? Are these gametophyte populations the remnants of full sporophyte populations that
have been killed off due to conditions becoming too cold or too dry? The Bute cave is
relatively dry, whereas everyone who has tried to grow T. speciosum at home knows that it
needs to be grown in a glass case in shade with regular misting to maintain constant high
humidity. (I know; I’ve failed.)
Having noted plants of Asplenium marinum and A. adiantum-nigrum on the nearby cliffs,
we moved on to Ascog Fernery (26/1063), where the Killarney fern that RBGE had donated
the previous year was thriving. Only after Wallace and Kath Fyfe bought the house did they
discover that there was a ruined Victorian fernery in the garden. They set about restoring it
and restocked with help from the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, although they did
manage to rescue a Todea barbara, which miraculously had survived the years of neglect
and is in fact reckoned to be over 1,000 years old. (See Pteridologist 3(3): 22-23 (1998) for
a fuller description of the restoration.)
Apart from Dicksonia antarctica and D. fibrosa, Ascog’s tree-fern collection contains
several Cyathea, the most noticeable being C. medullaris with wonderfully dark, almost
black stipes. These are offset with various Davallia and Pteris, Woodwardia radicans,
which thrives both inside and outside the fernery, some unusual maidenhair ferns such as
Adiantum reniforme, exotic Blechnum species, Culcita macrocarpa, and many others.
Actually it is rather pointless listing all the ferns (even if I could remember them) as it is
their presence en masse that is the real attraction.
One of the endearing things about Ascog is the complete lack of plant elitism; the rarities sit
happily beside the commonplace such as Asplenium scolopendrium. But the most remarkable
fact of all is that Wallace spends up to an hour and a half every day watering the ferns (and he says
he is not particularly a fern-lover!) I suspect he secretly prefers his dry gravel garden, which is
full of grasses, sedums and euphorbias and worth a visit in itself; no watering needed there.
Talking of water, as this was a BPS Scottish outing, you may ask if we avoided the rain. Of
course not – we got soaked. But then the sun came out again and by the time we were
ferrying back across the Firth of Clyde we had dried out sufficiently to reflect in comfort on
what an enjoyable day we had experienced.
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HORTICULTURAL SHOWS
BBC GARDENERS’ WORLD LIVE! – 19-23 June

A.R. Busby

As last year, the Society stand was located on an end-of-row corner, giving us the
advantage of having two frontages to display our ferns. However, this year, due to narrower
staging, we could only use eighteen ferns. Once again we were let down by those
responsible for erecting the staging. Having reported its absence, we waited for over an
hour without any response from the organisers. Fortunately, my friends on the NCCPG
stand came to my rescue with spare tables and hessian cloths, so that by late afternoon I was
able to start staging the ferns.
Preparing and selecting ferns for public display is a bit like being a football team manager.
You have a squad of ‘players’ from whom you will select only those fit enough to play.
There are those in reserve on the team bench in case some star fails to come up to scratch
and sadly, there are those who are unfit to play. This year, I was able to field my foreign
players: Adiantum aleuticum ‘Subpumilum’, A. venustum, Athyrium niponicum ‘Pictum’,
A. otophorum, Blechnum penna-marina, Dryopteris cycadina, Osmunda lancea and
Polystichum proliferum, while the local talent was Asplenium scolopendrium and its
varieties ‘Crispum’, ‘Laceratum Kaye’ and ‘Marginatum’, Athyrium filix-femina ‘Caput
Medusae’ (sporeling), Dryopteris affinis ‘Pinderi crispa’, Osmunda regalis and Polystichum
setiferum ‘Divisilobum’.
The aim of having the Society represented at shows is firstly to encourage membership,
secondly to promote the cultivation of ferns, and thirdly, to educate the gardening public
that not all ferns are bracken. The objective is to show the visitors as wide a range as
possible of form and colour in hardy ferns.
Once again I had to rely very heavily on those members who were prepared to give some of
their valuable time to man the stand on those days that I was unable to be there. My sincere
thanks to Bryan and Gill Smith, Jeff Whysall, Ray and Brenda Smith and my partner
Elizabeth Graham. The dates of next year’s show are the 11th to 15th June and we are
always pleased to see members visiting our stand. If they can spare a couple of hours to
work with us, so much the better. You need not be an expert to make a valuable
contribution on the Society’s behalf.

SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW – 22-24 August

A.R. Busby

This year’s show was blessed with dry weather and attendances were good. Unfortunately,
having lost the contributions of a number of long-standing fern exhibitors, the number of
entries was very poor; I cannot recall a year when the number of entries was so low. The
entire range of fern classes was supported by only three exhibitors. The standard of
presentation was poor due to lack of attention to detail. Consequently, the task of judging
was made too easy.
The judge was A.R. Busby. The prize-winners are listed below.
Class 6

Individual Championship: Four hardy, two greenhouse and two foreign hardy
ferns: 1st Mr B. Russ, 2nd Mr I. Rawson (2 entries)
Class 7 Three Hardy British Ferns (three distinct species not varieties): (1 entry –
disqualified)
Class 8 One Foreign Fern Hardy in Great Britain: 2nd Mr I. Rawson (2 entries)
Class 9 Three Polypodium (distinct varieties): (no entries)
Class 10 Three Polystichum (distinct varieties): 2nd Mr I. Rawson (1 entry)
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Class 11
Class 12
Class 13
Class 14
Class 15

Three Athyrium (distinct varieties): 2nd Mr I. Rawson (1 entry)
Three Asplenium (excluding A. scolopendrium): (no entries)
One British Fern (any kind or variety): 1st Mr I. Rawson (1 entry)
One Greenhouse Fern: 1st Mrs O. Fairclough (1 entry)
Three Asplenium scolopendrium (3 distinct varieties): (no entries)

The Challenge Cup awarded for the most points gained over all the classes was won by Mr
I. Rawson.
One of many interesting features of this year’s show was the report of a Birkdale couple
who had discovered an original poster advertising the 1930 Southport Flower Show. This
was found in a car boot sale and advertises the show as the ‘largest summer flower show in
the world’. The attractions advertised are ‘horse leaping’ and ‘invitation sheep dog trials’.
View it yourself by visiting the show’s own website, details of which are given below. It is
interesting to compare our Society’s show report in the British Fern Gazette for 1930. A.J.
MacSelf reports on the various fern classes and includes his disappointment that there were
only three exhibitors in the class for a group of ferns occupying 100 square feet. The
previous year, this class boasted seven entries! Would that I could be given the chance to
judge such a class.
I would like to express my thanks to the following members who took the trouble to
make long journeys to see the show and spend a few minutes chatting to us on the stand:
Mr and Mrs P. Hindle, Mr B. Russ, Mr P. Lamb and Mr R. Cole. My special thanks to
Ann Gill, Ray and Brenda Smith, and my partner, Elizabeth Graham, for their valued
support.
The dates for next year’s show are the 21st to 23rd August and we look forward to seeing
you there. We are always short of help on the stand, so if any members have just a few
hours to spare I would be very pleased to accept offers of help. If any members are
interested in showing ferns at the Southport Show, I would be pleased to advise them on the
pleasures and pitfalls of competitive showing. For a schedule for the show please apply to
Southport Show Ltd, Victoria Park, Southport, PR8 2BZ.
(www.southportflowershow.co.uk)

THE AMERICAN FERN SOCIETY
The AFS invites all readers of this Bulletin to join the American Fern Society. You are welcome
to visit the AFS website: amerfernsoc.org. Regular members receive Fiddlehead Forum five
times a year, a newsletter published for those who are interested in growing ferns, hunting for
them and expanding their knowledge of ferns. Journal members also receive the scientific
quarterly American Fern Journal. Membership costs $19 and $32 per annum respectively for
members residing outside USA, Canada or Mexico, including postage for airmail-assisted
delivery. For particulars please write to Dr George Yatskievych, Missouri Botanical Garden, P.O.
Box 299, St Louis, Missouri 63166-0299, USA (george.yatskievych@mobot.org). Prospective
members residing in Great Britain should write to Mr M.S. Porter, 5 West Avenue, Wigton,
Cumbria CA7 9LG (Membership@eBPS.org.uk).
AFS SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENTS: Our societies have an exchange arrangement whereby
members of the BPS can pay their AFS subscription through the BPS Membership Secretary and
vice versa. Contact your Membership Secretary for details.
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