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REGIONAL MEETINGS 

YORKSHIRE FERN GROUP 

Ilkley, West Yorkshire – 13 March Bruce Brown 

Our winter meeting was blessed with pleasant sunshine for a change, although gloves were 
in evidence amongst the eight members present. We met on the western edge of Ilkley at the 
foot of Heber’s Ghyll (44/100473), which is a popular local walk criss-crossing the beck 
over many footbridges as it rises through predominantly oak woodland to the moor edge 
above. Asplenium scolopendrium was common by the roadside with a lone Dryopteris 
borreri, and once in the woodland D. dilatata became the dominant pteridophyte. 

But our main interest was in the many colonies of Trichomanes speciosum in its 
gametophyte form hiding under the gritstone boulders. They shared their habitat with 
luxuriant mats of mosses and liverworts, which some members were able to identify and so 
add extra interest to the day’s activities. Lots of tiny sporelings of D. dilatata were seen and 
also here and there it was possible to study their minute green gametophyte tissues. At one 
spot Ken Trewren speculated as to whether a bed of T. speciosum gametophyte might also 
be producing a tiny sporophyte. It was only five millimetres long, so for confirmation we 
may have to monitor its growth for quite a while, and hope that it doesn’t turn into 
something more prosaic.  

It was good fun splashing around in the ghyll and exploring under the boulders and along 
the rocky beck-sides even though we didn’t find anything new, just the expected acidic 
woodland ferns – Blechnum spicant, some large Dryopteris affinis, another D. borreri,  
a few fronds of D. filix-mas and dead remains of Athyrium filix-femina, Oreopteris 
limbosperma and Pteridium aquilinum. 

Moonwort Survey, Yorkshire Dales – 22 May Barry Wright 

A thankfully dry day greeted this year’s moonwort (Botrychium lunaria) hunters (Bruce 
Brown and me). From our meeting point, the lunch stop pub car park at Grinton (west of 
Richmond, North Yorkshire), we set off to the start of the transects. This was the same 
stretch of road that we had surveyed previously, at approximately 44/040966. In 2009 the 
results of our repeated surveys showed that the variability in numbers recorded on different 
dates and by different observers was great. But we did one more survey this time, to get one 
more set of data before putting this phase of the surveys to bed.  

The next phase was to continue with the fixed quadrat system that we had started the 
previous year and which was designed to find out how numbers vary within ten monitoring 
quadrats year-on-year. In 2009 we sampled each week for a four-week period to see if the 
number of spikes in week one increased over the ensuing month. They did not seem to do 
so. Any increase in number was more likely to be due to seeing spikes that were missed in 
earlier surveys. Thankfully we found all ten quadrats and surveyed them using the same 
technique of a one metre by one metre frame divided with elastic into 100 squares identified 
using a letter (left to right) and a number (base to top) as in mapping, e.g. A2, B4. The 
results were generally as expected, with similar numbers of spikes coming up in roughly the 
same areas as the previous year. One exception was quadrat 236, where there were almost 
twice as many spikes in 2010 (75) than there were in 2009 (39). They were mainly in the 
same areas, though a scatter of records in 2009 near the top was not repeated in 2010. The 
two sets of data are shown overleaf. 

Data from future years will add to our understanding of the dynamics of this sometimes 
elusive little plant. 
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Parcevall Hall & Troller’s Gill, Appletreewick, North Yorkshire – 19 June 
  Alison Evans & Bruce Brown 
We met near Appletreewick, south-east of Grassington, in the lower car park of Parcevall 
Hall (44/068610) where we found Asplenium trichomanes, A. ruta-muraria and Equisetum 
palustre. The head gardener, Phill Nelson, told us the location of a clump of Thelypteris 
palustris that had been moved from a threatened location to a site by the woodland lake. 
After admiring the plantings of Osmunda regalis and Matteuccia struthiopteris in the bog 
garden near the entrance, we walked through the woods to the newly made waterfall below the 
lake. We noted Asplenium scolopendrium, Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris dilatata, D. filix-
mas, D. borreri and Equisetum arvense on the way. There was another lovely stand of 
Matteuccia by the lake, and after some searching we found three or four fronds of Thelypteris 
palustris. Pteridium aquilinum was the only other native species we found in the woods. 

We then walked up through the terraced gardens in front of the house to the walled garden 
by the chapel, admiring the flowering plants and the wonderful view on the way. It took us 
some time to identify all the cultivars growing around the chapel, and in the rock garden 
and woodland garden higher up the hill. The ferns in these areas are listed below: 

Walled garden and around the chapel Woodland / rock garden 

Asplenium scolopendrium ‘Crispum Bolton’s 
Nobile’ 

Asplenium trichomanes 
Athyrium filix-femina – a crisped form 
Dryopteris dilatata ‘Crispa Whiteside’ 
Dryopteris dilatata ‘Lepidota Cristata’ 
Dryopteris filix-mas ‘Linearis Polydactyla’ 
Osmunda regalis 
Polypodium × mantoniae ‘Cornubiense’ 
Polypodium vulgare ‘Bifido-cristatum’ 
Polystichum aculeatum  
Polystichum munitum – a crisped form 
 

Adiantum aleuticum 
Asplenium scolopendrium Crispum Group 
Athyrium niponicum ‘Pictum’ 
Dryopteris cycadina 
Dryopteris filix-mas ‘Crispa Cristata’ 
Dryopteris filix-mas ‘Cristata’ 
Dryopteris goldiana 
Dryopteris wallichiana 
Gymnocarpium dryopteris ?‘Plumosum’ 
Polypodium glycyrrhiza ‘Longicaudatum’ 
Polystichum setiferum Divisilobum Group 
Polystichum setiferum Plumoso-divisilobum 

Group 
Polystichum setiferum – unidentified cultivar 

We eventually dragged ourselves away from the garden to eat our lunch, and then set off 
into Tibet Wood, another part of the garden that is being developed. A new taxon there was 
Equisetum sylvaticum at 44/066608, and we also admired a large stand of chickweed 
wintergreen, Trientalis europaea, in full flower. 

   
Distribution of Botrychium lunaria spikes in one-metre-square  

quadrat no. 236 in 2009 (left) and 2010 (right) 
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Leaving Tibet Wood, we made our way up to Troller’s Gill, seeing Dryopteris filix-mas, 
D. dilatata, D. borreri, Equisetum arvense, E. palustre and Pteridium aquilinum on the way. 
When we reached the old breached dam of the mine-workings at 44/066614, we explored to 
the left and right of the path. Up a steep incline on the left we found Oreopteris limbosperma, 
Dryopteris affinis and Athyrium filix-femina growing amongst the bracken. On the wall of the 
dam to the right we found Cystopteris fragilis, Asplenium trichomanes, Polypodium vulgare 
and Polystichum aculeatum. Asplenium ruta-muraria was growing on rocks to the left of the 
path to the gorge, and in the gorge itself (44/068618) there were large stands of Cystopteris 
fragilis and also Polypodium interjectum. The steep rock sides had many nooks and crannies to 
explore but we did not find Asplenium viride until near the end of the right-hand rock wall, just 
before the slope becomes more gradual and grassy. We climbed up the grassy slope to a cave, 
bravely explored by Paul, and found more A. viride growing around the entrance. We didn’t 
find the Barghest, a monstrous black dog with huge teeth that is reputed to live in Troller’s 
Gill, and mercifully it didn’t find us either. We then retraced our steps to Parcevall Hall. 

Teesdale, County Durham – 17 July Barry Wright 

A semi-nice day (the rain was only falling at 45° in the fresh breeze instead of the more 
normal, for Teesdale, fully horizontal) for a walk that was previously done as part of a national 
meeting in 2002. It was repeated because we have a number of members that did not attend the 
earlier meeting and who were particularly keen to see how the Woodsia ilvensis introductions 
had fared. And of course Teesdale is a very nice valley. We met at the Cow Green Reservoir 
car park, left some cars there and drove back to Langdon Beck to start the walk along the 
river back to Cow Green. The cars left there would then take us back to Langdon Beck.  

First blood was a patch of Equisetum arvense next to the cars at Langdon Beck (35/847309) 
followed by E. palustre on the track to Widdybank Farm (35/846306). Then nothing of note 
until after the farm when we found real ferns such as Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata, 
Blechnum spicant, Pteridium aquilinum and some Selaginella selaginoides (35/832286). An 
area of boulder scree at 35/830284 yielded some of the goodies we were expecting to see, 
including Dryopteris oreades, Athyrium filix-femina, Polystichum aculeatum, Huperzia 
selago, Asplenium viride, A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, Polypodium vulgare and 

 
photo:  E. Evans 

Troller’s Gill, North Yorkshire 
Martin Harrison, Mike Wilcox, Bruce Brown, Brian Byrne, Roger Golding,  

Jesse Tregale, Paul Ruston, Alison Evans, David Nelson, Sheila Wynne, Chris Evans 
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Cryptogramma crispa. Asplenium ruta-muraria could not be found until we got to the first 
Polystichum lonchitis site at 35/825281. This cliff also had Cystopteris fragilis and 
Phegopteris connectilis. Between here and the next P. lonchitis site we found a wet area 
with Equisetum fluviatile. John Durkin had photos of P. lonchitis plants he saw back in the 
1980s. Many were still there, but sadly one seemed to have recently expired. Someone saw 
a plant of Asplenium scolopendrium. The next plant of interest was Gymnocarpium 
dryopteris in some more boulder scree at 35/818281. 

As predicted we found Dryopteris expansa nestling behind the large boulder that I had 
affectionately dubbed ‘Ken’s rock’, as Ken Trewren first showed me this colony. This must 
be one of the easiest places to direct someone to if they want to see that species. The plants 
looked very healthy and larger than I recalled. John said that it may be because of reduced 
grazing on the reserve. As an added bonus, D. carthusiana was found not far away; the 
whole party agreed it was that species even though it was in an odd place and it had not 
been recorded there despite the intense activity of botanists over the years. 

On the way to the Woodsia site, we passed Dryopteris cambrensis (35/817284) (probably – a 
frond was taken to Ken Trewren who thought this to be the most likely candidate) and a few 
plants of Oreopteris limbosperma at 35/816284. The Woodsia ilvensis colonies on the Durham 
side of the river seemed to be doing well, again probably because of the reduced grazing. 
John Durkin gave Bruce Brown directions of where to look on the ‘Yorkshire’ side (v.c. 65 
NW Yorks. but now in Cumbria) for more Woodsia. These plants were subsequently found 
and were also in 
healthy colonies. 

After a photo stop on 
Cauldron Snout we 
found a colony of 
Equisetum variegatum 
at 35/816295 and, 
amazingly, a few extant 
spikes of Botrychium 
lunaria on the roadside 
leading to Cow Green 
car park. Back at 
Langdon Beck most of 
the party headed off 
home (no stamina!), 
leaving Bruce Brown 
and me to pay homage 
to the nice patch of 
Equisetum pratense at 
35/852307. A long but 
rewarding day. 

South-west Scotland – 21-22 August  Bruce Brown (Introduction & Saturday)  
  & Alison Evans (Sunday) 

Little did those of us attending the 2008 BPS visit to south-west Scotland realise that as we 
were exploring Kirkbean Glen, Ken Trewren had spotted a Dryopteris species new to 
Britain. Ken did not say anything at the time, waiting until he could definitely confirm it as 
Dryopteris pseudodisjuncta after visiting known sites of it in Europe with two German 
botanists, Günther Zenner and Jens Freigang. See 2010 Pteridologist (vol. 5, no. 3) for 
Ken’s account of this discovery and identification features of the plant. 

 
photo:  C. Haigh

Cauldron Snout, Teesdale 
Barry Wright, Brian Byrne, John Durkin, Jesse Tregale, Bruce Brown, 

David Tennant, Mike Canaway, Alison Evans, Frances Haigh 
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Not surprisingly, there was great enthusiasm for revisiting the site, resulting in 14 of us 
meeting up at our base, the Clonyard House Hotel at Colvend (25/855553), south of 
Dalbeattie, Dumfries and Galloway. We were a mix of Yorkshire Group and BPS members 
from further afield, as well as Günther, Jens and Ken. Kirkbean Glen is particularly rich in 
different taxa within the D. affinis complex and having three Dryopteris experts was quite 
challenging for the rest of us in trying to keep up and not ‘lose the plot’, but I’m sure we all 
learned a lot. Afterwards we planned to visit other woodland sites (with permission), to see 
if D. pseudodisjuncta was more widespread. 

On a fine sunny morning we arrived at Kirkbean (25/977588). The glen is a steep-sided 
wooded valley surrounded by flatter agricultural land just a mile inland from the Solway 
coast. Ken explained to us the features of the D. affinis taxa and other ferns seen (listed 
below) as we progressed up the south side of the glen for half a mile, over the footbridge 
and back on the north side with detours down to the rushing beck below.  

Dryopteris affinis agg. Other ferns 

D. affinis subsp. affinis 
D. affinis morphotype convexa 
D. affinis subsp. paleaceolobata 
D. borreri 
D. borreri morphotype foliosum 
D. borreri morphotype insolens 
D. borreri morphotype rhombidentata 
D. cambrensis subsp. cambrensis 
D. cambrensis subsp. pseudocomplexa 
D. × complexa nothosubsp. complexa 
D. pseudodisjuncta 

Asplenium scolopendrium 
Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens 
Athyrium filix-femina  
Blechnum spicant  
Dryopteris dilatata 
Dryopteris filix-mas 
Polypodium × mantoniae 
Polypodium vulgare 
Polystichum setiferum 
Pteridium aquilinum 
Trichomanes speciosum – gametophyte 

The number of D. pseudodisjuncta plants found was increased to 16 with the help of the 
Germans, who were happy to see and confirm the identity of these British plants. The two 
D. affinis morph. convexa and one D. cambrensis subsp. pseudocomplexa seen were also 
rare sightings, according to Ken. A little later, Günther and Jens found an unusual affinis, 
which they thought to be similar to D. affinis subsp. kerryensis, seen recently by them in 
Ireland, but no definite confirmation was made. 

We headed off to New Abbey for lunch, then returned to explore Drumburn Glen 
(25/980619) about two miles north of Kirkbean. This was an attractive area with two 
stretches of woodland, the first well populated with common ferns, but only D. × complexa 
and D. borreri morphotype insolens were of particular note. There was a possible 
D. × critica but this was not confirmed. 

We climbed up through the wood and across a field to a farm track in order to reach the 
next patch of woodland. The roadside vegetation had been cut back earlier in the year, so 
there were newly-flushed fronds of Athyrium filix-femina, Pteridium aquilinum, Dryopteris 
filix-mas, D. dilatata, D. borreri, and a good stand of D. cambrensis at 25/976621. Near the 
second wood we found mature plants with flatter, broader fronds that Günther also identified 
as D. cambrensis. The second wood was quite wet underfoot and overgrown in places with 
brambles and nettles. D. dilatata and P. aquilinum were frequent, but amongst them were 
fine plants of D. affinis, D. borreri morphotype foliosum, and D. borreri morphotype 
insolens. We were puzzled by some plants with flattish, dark fronds, again confirmed as 
D. cambrensis by Günther and Jens. We also noted D. filix-mas, Blechnum spicant and 
Athyrium filix-femina. It was now quite late and the light was fading so we headed back to the 
cars, noting Polypodium vulgare on a garden wall and Equisetum arvense at the roadside. 
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On Sunday we explored woodlands further west along the Solway coast, again looking for 
more plants of Dryopteris pseudodisjuncta. Parking near the beach at Abbey Burn Foot,  
we walked along Netherlaw Burn from 25/742447 to 25/733448. There were magnificent 
stands of Asplenium scolopendrium and Polystichum setiferum, and we also noted the 
typical D. borreri, referred to as ‘Newman’s’ by our German colleagues, in addition  
to D. borreri morphotypes insolens and foliosum, D. affinis, D. cambrensis and 
D. × complexa. We also saw Asplenium trichomanes growing on the garden walls of the old 
Netherlaw House, demolished when the area became a firing range during the war. We 
managed to drag everyone away from the seaside for a group picture back at the car park 
and then those of us who could stay on went to find lunch in Dundrennan. The pub is no 
longer open but a tea room in the church was offering tea and home-made cakes in return 
for a donation; apparently it was their last week as the church will be deconsecrated. The 
church also housed a large exhibition on wartime Dundrennan and the old Netherlaw estate. 

After noting the A. trichomanes and A. ruta-muraria growing on the church wall, we drove 
on to Orroland (25/773462), where we had permission to park and walk down to the shore. 
The track descended through a ferny paradise, where we noted the three types of D. borreri 
that we had seen in the morning, and also D. affinis but no D. pseudodisjuncta. We headed 
down the track to a walled garden, newly planted with palms and ferns and with some self-
sown ferns too. The walls had extensive colonies of A. trichomanes and Polypodium 
interjectum. Red-stemmed Athyrium filix-femina, Polystichum setiferum and Dicksonia 
antarctica had been planted amongst the palms, and Asplenium scolopendrium, Dryopteris 
filix-mas, D. dilatata and Pteridium aquilinum seemed to have arrived naturally. 

We turned right onto the beach, and walked eastwards at the foot of the cliffs in glorious 
sunshine. We were thrilled to find two colonies of Asplenium marinum at 25/776463 and 
25/778464, the first with two large clumps and some smaller plants nearby, and the second 
with five healthy plants growing in a horizontal fissure beneath an overhanging rock. This 
was a perfect finishing touch to an excellent weekend. 

photo:  C. Evans

Near Netherlaw Burn, Dumfries & Galloway 
Alison Evans, Mike Canaway, Roger Golding, Brian Byrne, Bruce Brown,  

Michael Wilcox, Matt Stribley, Sheila Wynn, Frances Haigh, Günther Zenner,  
Jesse Tregale, Ken Trewren, Jens Freigang 
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SOUTH-EAST 

Bishop’s Wood Country Park, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire – 12 June  
  Tim Pyner 

Thirteen members and guests met our leader, Howard Matthews, at Bishop’s Wood car park 
(51/070916) on a warm summer’s day. The country park consists mainly of neglected 
heathland, which is now mostly covered with secondary woodland with conifers planted in 
some areas. However, some small areas of ancient woodland remain and here a combination 
of gravelly soils and London Clay help sustain some of the richest woodland flora in the 
county. Pteridium aquilinum, as to be expected, was prevalent in the drier areas. Dryopteris 
filix-mas and D. dilatata were both frequent and D. carthusiana and Athyrium filix-femina 
occurred in wetter areas. Occasional plants of both Dryopteris affinis and D. borreri 
brought the usual discussions and head-scratching. The banks of a small pond (51/068918) 
were home to the premier fern of the site – a solitary plant of Oreopteris limbosperma, 
found by Howard in 2008 and the only one currently known in Hertfordshire. This 
highlights the extreme scarcity of mountain fern in eastern England, as the situation is 
similar in adjacent counties. Other ferns in the vicinity were Polystichum setiferum and 
Asplenium scolopendrium, both in small numbers. 

After lunch we had the pleasure of visiting the marvellous garden of David Bryson in 
Northwood, Middlesex. Dave is well known amongst exotic plant enthusiasts for growing 
an extraordinary range of succulents, bamboos, bananas and especially palms. Of the latter, 
the young example of the recently discovered glaucous-leaved and extremely rare 
Trachycarpus princeps was particularly outstanding. This will undoubtedly become an 
important ornamental palm when eventually more widely available. Dave is also very keen 
on ferns and immediately upon entering the back garden you realise that one is in the 
territory of an extremely skilled grower. Ferns are growing everywhere and a pair of 
massive trunked Blechnum tabulare immediately caught my eye. Both were recovering well 
from losing their fronds in the previous winter. Blechnums are obviously a favourite, with 
B. magellanicum, B. nudum and B. chilense growing well. Further down the garden were large 
plants of Dicksonia antarctica, D. fibrosa, D. squarrosa and Lophosoria quadripinnata. 
Around a small pond and stream Matteuccia struthiopteris, M. orientalis, Onoclea sensibilis 
and Osmunda regalis were thriving. Several tender ferns such as Pyrrosia polydactylis and 
Niphidium crassifolium grew in containers positioned on an impressive raised decking area. 
Other treasures were to be found in every corner and it always surprises me that so many ferns 
can be grown in a small area and not look crowded. For those of us who enjoy experimenting 
with the exotic side of horticulture the garden was truly inspirational.  

Lesnes Abbey Woods & Roger Golding’s House, London – 30 October Pat Acock 
Roger had agreed to lead this meeting in south-east London, culminating at his house for 
our usual end-of-season slide-shows. Sixteen of us gathered in New Road near the centre of 
Lesnes Abbey Wood and Roger led us into the smaller part of the wood (51/476782).  
We were pleased to see most of the common ferns of this part of the country including 
Dryopteris carthusiana, Polystichum setiferum and Athyrium filix-femina. Crossing New 
Road into the larger part of the wood, we continued to add ferns to the list, especially near a 
chalk pit. John Edgington spotted Ailanthus altissima (tree of heaven) amongst the mostly 
British native trees. This species is becoming an increasing nuisance in London and the 
suburbs and it was a little worrying to find it in this more natural setting. Moving around to 
Lesnes Abbey, we found splendid voluminous colonies of Asplenium adiantum-nigrum  
all over the extensive old walls, along with A. ruta-muraria, A. trichomanes subsp. 
quadrivalens and Polypodium interjectum. A number of ferns, including Polystichum 
setiferum cultivars, had been planted around the visitor centre, which is always nice to find. 
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Back at Roger’s house, while Roger and a few hand-picked volunteers slaved away in the 
kitchen putting the finishing touches to the banquet that he had worked on the night before, the 
rest of us walked down his vertiginous back path to examine his extensive collection of ferns 
and horsetails. The typical long, narrow terraced garden is divided into many different areas, 
all packed with ferns of the most diverse nature. Some are in sheltered areas close to the 
house and others are under decking or in his greenhouse. Roger has extensive collections of 
Dryopteris and Polystichum as well as many exotics that he has grown from spores and 
found in garden centres up and down the country. This is a truly magnificent collection. 

After the midday meal we settled down to slide-shows, beginning with offerings from Howard 
Matthews, who always comes up with interesting features of his year’s travels and includes 
pictures of ferns taken by his wife Tina (at Howards’s insistence!) when she is in foreign parts 
without him. Julian Reed then showed a collection of slides from South-East Group meetings. 
Finally, Roger shared slides of a recent tour of China, which showed how diverse the fern flora 
is there. Tim Pyner, star pupil of our host in China, Professor Cheng, added information 
from his experiences and research since returning. Well done Roger, a superb day. 

EAST ANGLIA 

Indoor meeting, Little Thurlow, Suffolk – 30 January Tim Pyner 

Seventeen members battled their way through wintry conditions and gathered in the warmth 
of Mary Hilton’s house for our winter meeting. Fred Rumsey was our speaker and gave a 
fascinating account of the ferns of the Azores. In the first part of the talk Fred explained the 
geography, geology and climate of the islands and how these account for the diversity of the 
Azorean fern flora.  

Following some splendid refreshments, Fred concentrated on the ferns themselves. We were 
presented with a wonderful array of fine photographs of ferns and lycophytes ranging from 
Culcita macrocarpa to Ceradenia jungermannioides and from Huperzia suberecta to 
Marsilea azorica. Fred also covered many of the naturalised species that can be found in the 
islands. I was particularly fascinated by the species that have only recently been discovered, 
such as Asplenium cuspidatum and a member of the A. aethiopicum group and I wonder 
what other species remain to be discovered. I would like to thank Fred for sparing his 
valuable time and preparing such an excellent presentation. 

The whole group would also like to thank Mary Hilton for hosting the meeting.  

Curtismill Green, Navestock & Warley Place, Essex – 22 May  
  Carl Berthold & Tim Pyner 
Fifteen East Anglia and South-East Group members and guests met at Curtismill Green 
(51/513968) at the start of a beautiful spring day. Curtismill Green is an SSSI with areas of 
deciduous woodland and ancient grassland. Despite the proximity of the M25 the site is 
very quiet and little visited by the general public. The soils are a mixture of London Clay 
and chalky boulder clay that support a varied flora. As we made our way across the ancient 
pasture we thought it looked suitable for adder’s tongue but none was spotted. Until we 
reached the stream at the southern end of the site ferns were sparse, with just a few 
Dryopteris filix-mas and Pteridium aquilinum spotted. However, the stream banks 
supported a large colony of Polystichum setiferum intermingled with many Asplenium 
scolopendrium. The former is very local in Essex and the latter scarce on natural substrates. 
Other ferns seen were Dryopteris dilatata, which was frequent, and also occasional 
Athyrium filix-femina. A few small Dryopteris borreri were also noticed. We made our way 
back through dry woodland with few ferns to some old gravel workings that had many 
clumps of D. carthusiana, many showing damage from deer browsing. 
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After lunch we entered the derelict gardens of Warley Place (51/583908), the former home of 
renowned plantswoman Ellen Wilmott. The grounds are maintained as a nature reserve by 
volunteers from the Essex Wildlife Trust and since our last visit in 1997 much progress had 
been made in controlling rampant sycamore and ivy growth. Several unusual trees are present 
such as Meliosma veichiorum, unfortunately declining rapidly, and the extremely rare climber 
Sabia yunnanensis subsp. latifolia. The trust members are currently identifying, cataloguing 
and propagating the surviving ornamental plants, mainly trees and shrubs. We were able to 
provide a list of ferns seen. One area recently cleared was a limestone rockery where several 
plants of Cystopteris fragilis were noticed. As this species is not native to Essex and is rarely 
cultivated, it would appear that the ferns have survived, possibly as spores, since the gardens 
were abandoned 75 years ago. In the old basement area superb specimens of Asplenium 
scolopendrium coated the floors and walls. Muntjac deer severely nibble the accompanying 
rarely seen herbaceous perennial eastern pellitory-of-the-wall (Parietaria officinalis) but 
fortunately ignore the hart’s tongues. Other ferns seen were Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata, 
D. affinis, Athyrium filix-femina, Polystichum setiferum, Pteridium aquilinum, and Osmunda 
regalis by the pond. Several monstrous forms of lady fern were seen; however, it is unlikely 
that they were original plants although they may have arisen from these. Selaginella 
kraussiana still grows in its original location but seems to be increasing as it was seen by a 
badger sett scores of metres away. Perhaps the badgers are inadvertently spreading it.  

The gardens are stunning, with many of the original structures now being visible and giving 
a nice view of how the gardens were laid out in the past. Many of the plants that had once 
been managed, such as Telima grandiflora, are now naturalised over wide areas. This 
perennial was so abundant that in places the air was heavy with its beautiful fragrance.  

Following the main meeting we were privileged to visit a nearby garden that would have been 
part of the original Wilmott estate. Deep in woodland was a hidden pond with a well 
established colony of what had been reported as the rare Essex native, marsh fern. 
Regrettably, only a nice naturalised colony of Matteuccia struthiopteris growing with the very 
attractive Cardamine raphanifolia greeted us, although this was probably an original planting.  

I would like to express our thanks to John Cannell and Ailsa Wildig of EWT for making 
this visit so enjoyable.  

John Innes Centre & Orchard End Pit Local Nature Reserve, Norwich, Norfolk 
– 19 June  Barrie Stevenson (a.m.) & Patrick Acock (p.m.) 
The John Innes Centre, the house magazine of which justifiably boasts ‘Excellence in 
Research and Training in Plant and Microbial Science’ will celebrate its centenary in 2011. 
It is housed in brand-new prestigious buildings near the campus of the University of East 
Anglia on the outskirts of Norwich. Upon arrival we were given a warm welcome by our 
host and leader, Dr Steve Rawsthorne, who gave an introductory talk that was followed by a 
tour of the Centre. Finally we were shown the state-of-the-art Library, which was the main 
object of our visit. This amazing collection of books arrived mostly in an apparently 
arbitrary fashion as the result of gifts or bequests from a series of enlightened Directors in 
the early twentieth century. The collection is particularly strong in colour-plate books on a 
vast variety of botanical subjects and the Librarians had set out a superb display for our 
enjoyment. The pteridological bias was immediately apparent as the earliest book, a copy of 
Gerard’s ‘Herbal’, was open at the delightfully stylised woodcut of Osmunda regalis. The 
nineteenth-century fern authors were well represented, including Hooker, Moore, Heath, 
Lowe and others. The display also included two extreme rarities: Sibthorp’s Flora Graeca 
exhibiting a beautiful portrait of Notholaena marantae and Redouté’s Les Liliacées, the 
binding of this particular volume stamped with the cipher of Napoleon Bonaparte. This 
little-known Library is open to members of the public by appointment. Details may be 
found on the John Innes Centre website: www.jic.ac.uk.  
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For the afternoon, Norfolk member Mary Ghullam led us to the east of the Norwich ring 
road near Thorpe St Andrew. Along White Farm Lane we saw Athyrium filix-femina and 
Dryopteris filix-mas growing by a wall. We descended into Orchard End Pit LNR 
(63/257086), which is probably an old chalk quarry, where we added Pteridium aquilinum, 
Polystichum setiferum, Dryopteris dilatata, D. carthusiana, D. affinis, D. borreri and 
Asplenium scolopendrium. The actual drop into the quarry was difficult but the scarce tree 
cover and steep sides allowed the ferns to grow luxuriantly. 

Moving on via Thorpe St Andrew’s church (63/260084), which had only A. scolopendrium on 
the walls, we arrived at another quarry called The Dell (63/261086). Helpful interpretation 
boards indicated the presence of Asplenium scolopendrium and told us it was “an old quarry 
of some sort”. Besides the A. scolopendrium we observed Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata, 
D. affinis and Polystichum setiferum. This quarry had a complete under-storey of ivy and 
brambles, so the ferns were fewer and not as luxuriant as those seen earlier. 

At an entrance drive to Thorpe House preparatory school we found Asplenium trichomanes 
subsp. quadrivalens (63/258084) and nearer the school we added an unidentified 
Polypodium species on a roadside bank. Our additional findings pleased Mary, who Tim 
thanked for a pleasant contrast to the morning meeting. 

How Hill Farm, Ludham, and Catfield Fen & Barton Broad, Norfolk – 31 July  
  Bryan Smith (a.m.) & Mary Ghullam (p.m.) 
This turned out to be one of our most popular East Anglian meetings in recent years, with 21 
people attending. My initial concern was that we would have to limit the day to just 12 (the 
capacity of the boat for the afternoon), but we managed to get around that (see later). How Hill 
Farm (63/373190) has been owned for over 100 years by the Boardman family, and the present 
owner, Peter Boardman, was our enthusiastic guide for the morning. Peter laid on tea and 
cakes for our arrival and gave us a brief history of the farm. The gardens include rare 

 
photo:  B.D. Smith

How Hill, Norfolk 
Standing: Leonard & Maria Winning, David Austrin, Carl Berthold, Peter Boardman,  

Barrie Stevenson, Dick & Anna Lincoln, Alexandra Bell, Alex Prendergast,  
Tim Pyner, Howard Matthews, Julie Reid, Neil Dickinson, Bryan Smith 

Seated: Nathalie Staples, Georgina Snelling, Gill Smith, Karen & Steve Munyard,  
Mary Ghullam, Tina Matthews 
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conifers, rhododendrons, azaleas, ornamental trees, shrubs, bamboos and herbaceous plants, 
as well as a holly collection that was awarded the Wolf-Fenton Award by the Holly Society 
of America. On the way to our main area of exploration, we passed through a walled garden 
with Asplenium scolopendrium and Cyrtomium falcatum, and noticed Lygodium japonicum 
growing inside a conservatory. Crossing the road, we entered a large garden with views over 
the River Ant and Turf Fen Mill. Work on this started in 1968, with three acres of Broad 
dug by 1978. The swathes of Dryopteris dilatata, Athyrium filix-femina (including red-
stemmed forms) and Osmunda regalis were something to behold. Apparently, many plants 
of the Osmunda had appeared once the drainage ditches had been dug, and we noted one or 
two plants with particularly narrow pinnae. Other ferns recorded included Dryopteris 
carthusiana, Matteuccia struthiopteris, Equisetum arvense, and there was a large area of 
Blechnum chilense. Last, but by no means least, the garden included an eclectic array of old 
stone masonry. We thanked Peter for his kind hospitality and moved on to our next site. 

After a picnic lunch at Barton Broad Staithe (63/357224), some of the party explored a 
nearby derelict boat shed. The floor was covered in Dryopteris filix-mas and Asplenium 
scolopendrium, but lurking among them was one fertile plant of Adiantum capillus-veneris. 
Trouble with the outboard motor of our boat meant a long wait and then a decision to try 
nearby Catfield Fen Reserve (63/367212) for a view of Dryopteris cristata. D. dilatata was 
glimpsed in the woodland edge, and we soon found Thelypteris palustris growing with 
Myrica gale and Cladium mariscus, the latter being cut for commercial use. A little further 
on there was fertile Dryopteris cristata growing in the shelter of sallow with D. carthusiana 
and Osmunda regalis. We only managed to find a bit more in the thick sedge, but the edge 
of the large dyke allowed us to compare the flowers of three of the rarer umbellifers for 
which the Broads are well known – Cicuta virosa, Sium latifolium, and Peucedanum 
palustre, the food plant of the swallowtail butterfly. 

At this point we were joined by Norfolk Wildlife Trust warden Mark Amiss with news that the 
boat was fixed and he could take us over to the island on Barton Broad. The party split into two 
groups that were shuttled across the Broad. Whilst waiting, the second group found Pteridium 
aquilinum and Polypodium sp. near the car park. We landed at 63/360215 to see much more 
Dryopteris cristata, larger and growing with fertile Thelypteris palustris and Dryopteris 
carthusiana as before, but also with D. filix-mas, D. dilatata and Athyrium filix-femina. 
Despite diligent searching, we did not discover any hybrids, but did find three plants of 
Osmunda regalis near the boat mooring. Mark told us that when the fen vegetation, including 
much Calamagrostis canescens, was cut recently there were a lot of D. cristata plants. However, 
during our brief visit we found it growing only in the wetter northern part of the island. 

On our return, the first group had explored the lane, finding a roadside bank of Polypodium 
interspersed with Equisetum arvense. The lack of fertile fronds, however, prevented further 
identification. 

Indoor meeting, Oulton Broad, Suffolk – 23 October Tim Pyner 
The regular autumn meeting at Oulton Broad was once again a great success due to the 
dedication and organisation of our hosts, Gill and Bryan Smith. Fourteen members enjoyed an 
excellent lunch followed by a slow wander around their fantastic garden. Heavy overnight rain 
had made the ground very soggy but the ferns were loving it. I am always amazed how Bryan 
and Gill’s ferns always look twice as large as mine despite living in a comparable climate. 
Perhaps the shelter given by the surrounding trees help, although they must draw up a lot of 
the moisture too. The rice paper tree, Tetrapanax papyrifer, was looking especially awesome. 

Later, various members gave presentations on some of the year’s national meetings. As 
usual these left one wanting the next season to arrive as soon as possible. Many thanks to 
Gill and Bryan for all their time and effort in ensuring a successful meeting. 
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NORTH-WEST 

Gardens of South Lakeland – 15 May Peter Campion 

Suddenly it was summer, and Alec Greening had organised no less than four visits to ferny 
gardens of note in south-east Cumbria and fixed a glorious sunny day to go with it.  

First we went to Robert Sykes’ garden at Crosthwaite for a very welcome cup of coffee in 
his ‘barn’ and to enjoy the subtropical area in the corner. A lot of propagation and the 
‘misting’ tank were demonstrated, with the benefits visible. We moved outside to inspect 
the tender plants that live in the barn for the winter and move out to the polytunnel once the 
frosts are over. Robert mourned the loss of a number of Polystichum and many of his 
collection of Polypodium from the top of his garden over the winter. However, Polystichum 
setiferum ‘Robert Sykes’ and one of its offspring were thriving along with Osmunda regalis 
variations and exotics. There was much to enjoy, for example Athyrium vidalii, Pteris 
umbrosa, P. tremula, Pellaea viridis var. macrophylla, Blechnum chambersii and 
Cystopteris moupinensis. 

Somehow we had to tear ourselves away and move to High Cross Lodge in Troutbeck and 
Linda Orchant’s stunning and beautifully tended garden. Linda has quite a number of mature 
Dicksonia antarctica tree ferns carefully arranged in a garden designed to be mainly for 
foliage. A number of them perished in the frosts but most had come through, and yew and 
acacia were found growing as epiphytes on them. The sun shone and we enjoyed the blend of 
magnolias, palms, hostas, Polystichum, Athyrium varieties, Polypodium vulgare and Dryopteris 
species. We sat and enjoyed our lunch, chatting to our hostess and at peace with the world. 

We took our leave and 
travelled down to Ferndene 
in Kendal. Over the years 
there have been a number 
of visits to Ferndene, now 
the home of David and 
Annabel Durnford and their 
children. The garden is of 
particular interest to the 
Society as it was the home 
of Joseph Wiper, one of the 
founders of the BPS, up to 
1911 when he emigrated to 
Canada taking many but 
not all of his ferns with him 
(see Fern Gazette for 1966 
and the Bulletin for 1991.) 
The Durnfords have been 
careful to preserve the 
existing ferns and we were able to enjoy the famous crested bracken Pteridium aquilinum 
‘Cristatum’ in spite of it being early in the season. We marvelled at several grand old stands 
of Polystichum setiferum Divisilobum Group, which must date back to Wiper’s days. Other 
goodies included crested Dryopteris filix-mas and Athyrium filix-femina in both red and 
green-stiped forms. 

Thanking our hosts, we sped on to Pear Tree Cottage, home of Linda and Alec Greening, 
with a beautifully organised, labelled and laid out garden. With tea and ‘scrummy’ cake in 
hand, we were able to wander and admire lots of well chosen plants including A. filix-femina 
‘Roaring Sea’. An inspiring opening day to the season; thanks to Alec for organising it all. 

photo:  P.J. Campion

Bruce Brown looking at Polystichum at Ferndene, Cumbria 
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Hay Bridge Nature Reserve, Furness, Cumbria – 19 June Steve Mees 

Hay Bridge Nature Reserve 
nestles between Windermere 
and Coniston in the Lake 
District. It is privately 
owned, with access limited 
to members of the Hay 
Bridge Nature Reserve 
Society or by arrangement 
with the Warden, Keith 
Loxom. The reserve has a 
diverse range of habitats, 
including wetland, and 
woodland with beech and 
ancient yew. On a beautiful 
sunny morning the group, 
led by Peter Campion, met 
in the car park (34/336876). 
Making our way towards 
the area of wetland our 
attention was caught by roe deer bounding through the waist-high grasses. More prosaically, it 
was also caught by clumps of Athyrium filix-femina, a small Asplenium trichomanes and a 
somewhat desiccated Polypodium vulgare by the Reserve’s reception building. 

The wetland area is accessed by raised walkways. Normally it is quite possible to sink waist-
deep in some areas of the Moss, but the lack of spring rainfall meant that we were able to 
wander, with care, pretty much at will. With the group spreading out to forage for ferns, it 
wasn’t long before Dryopteris carthusiana with its scarce, pale scales and D. dilatata had been 
spotted. A number of big old clumps of Osmunda regalis were seen, some with evidence  
of having been grazed by the deer. Naturally, in areas, there was plenty of Pteridium 

aquilinum to be 
seen. Soon, we 
found ourselves in a 
seriously squidgy 
bit of the Moss  
but the risk of 
getting wet feet was 
more than rewarded 
by sightings of 
Equisetum arvense 
and E. fluviatile. It 
was here too that we 
came across a clump 
of that most elegant  
of ferns, Thelypteris 
palustris, with its 
long slender stipe 
and delicate fronds. 

Lunch was enjoyed 
outside the Reserve 
buildings in the hot 
sunshine, with a 

photo: P.J. Campion

Lunch at Haybridge Nature Reserve  
David Benham, Betty King, Nigel Gilligan, Ann Haskins,  

Melville Thomson, Nan & Sam Hicks 

photo: P.J. Campion

Steve Mees examines Osmunda regalis at Haybridge  
Nature Reserve 
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buzzard circling high overhead. Afterwards, we made our way through the welcome 
coolness of the beech woods where we spotted, perhaps unsurprisingly, the beech fern, 
Phegopteris connectilis, with its characteristic forward-facing lowest pair of pinnae. Along 
the path we also saw Blechnum spicant and a fine example of Oreopteris limbosperma, the 
lemon-scented fern. This was unofficially awarded the title of ‘Fern of the Day’ as it is not 
that commonly seen and it was a very handsome plant. There was some discussion about the 
identification of Dryopteris affinis agg. taxa. Suffice it to say that we were reasonably 
convinced about a D. cambrensis on the basis of the scales, and agreed that one plant 
“showed many characteristics of D. borreri morphotype robusta!” 

The reserve is not only rich in ferns. The insect life that was spotted during the day included 
the carrion beetle, Oieceoptoma thoracicum, four-spot chaser and golden-ringed 
dragonflies, ringlet butterfly, long-horned moth, peacock butterfly caterpillars and the 
harvestman spider Rilaema triangularis. (Thank you, David Benham and Nigel Gilligan, for 
the entomological expertise.)  

The day ended back at the car park, with some members heading off to take advantage of 
Nigel Gilligan’s kind invitation of tea and cakes at his garden. Thank you to Peter Campion 
for organising the trip and to Keith Loxom, the Warden, for making us feel welcome. 

Scordale, Hilton, near Appleby, Cumbria – 3 July Frances Haigh 

This attractive valley lies in the North Pennines within the Appleby Fells SSSI, and also 
within the Warcop MOD Training Area. Because of army activities access is limited but 
open days can be found by consulting www.access.mod.uk.  

From Hilton village (35/735207) a group of eight followed the beck upstream, at first 
through an area of rough grassland, gorse and scrub where we came across the familiar 
Dryopteris dilatata, D. filix-mas, Athyrium filix-femina, Pteridium aquilinum and Equisetum 
arvense. Inside a small lime kiln were Asplenium scolopendrium, A. trichomanes subsp. 
quadrivalens and Cystopteris fragilis. Finding Asplenium adiantum-nigrum on the top 
stonework was a pleasant surprise. A little further on was plenty of Blechnum spicant on 
damp grassy banking together with some Oreopteris limbosperma. Several plants of musk 
thistle (Carduus nutans), near their recorded northern limit on the west side of Britain, were 
growing on grassland closer to the beck. After two kilometres or so the valley sides 
steepened and exposed limestone appeared so it wasn’t long before Asplenium viride was 
found. Nearby, in wet conditions was Equisetum palustre.  

And so to the screes lying below Dow Scar (35/763227, altitude 350+ metres). This was the 
ferniest place on the walk, holding both calcicoles and calcifuges, sometimes in surprisingly 
close proximity. It didn’t take long to discover Cryptogramma crispa, Polystichum 
aculeatum, Phegopteris connectilis, Polypodium vulgare and Asplenium ruta-muraria as 
well as many of the ferns seen earlier. The superficially similar Gymnocarpium dryopteris 
(in small amounts) and G. robertianum (plentiful) were soon sorted out using the presence 
of glands on the latter to help clinch the identification. We weren’t so lucky in trying to 
identify Dryopteris oreades. Every likely candidate we examined turned out to be D. filix-
mas. One of our objectives was to see if any Polystichum lonchitis could be found. There 
are old records of this though the plants had been lost, apparently in scree movements. It 
would have been good to have seen signs of recolonisation but we found the screes too 
steep and unstable to allow a full search. 

Next, we spent time exploring the areas around the nearby disused mines, hoping for other 
pteridophytes, especially Botrychium lunaria and Selaginella selaginoides. But as nothing 
new could be found we decided to be content with what had been seen and returned down 
the valley.  
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Rydal Valley, north-west of Ambleside, Cumbria – 28 August  John Grue 
(Leader: Alec Greening) 

We met in heavy rain at the White Moss car park (34/348066). The visit area has a wide 
range of habitats – a microcosm of the Lake District, yet inspection of the Flora of Cumbria 
shows that many expected species are not recorded for the three tetrads concerned. We 
hoped to rectify some omissions. (* = new tetrad record.) 

Our first study area was a typical Lakes surprise – a hidden ghyll and waterfall in Dunney 
Beck, only a few metres to the east of the car park. We quickly found Athyrium filix-femina, 
Polypodium vulgare, Dryopteris dilatata and a few D. filix-mas. There was an ‘affinis agg.’ 
which we decided was probably D. borreri, a clear D. affinis subsp. affinis, and another 
nearby was determined after some discussion between Mike Canaway and Bruce Brown to 
be D. borreri morphotype rhombidentata*. Our search for filmies had the usual result, but 
we enjoyed the lush bryophyte flora. We found a single plant of Asplenium 
scolopendrium – an unusual sight on Lakeland slate. Moving out of the ghyll bed, Alec 
pointed out a very large colony of Phegopteris connectilis. A little higher were some 
excellent plants of Oreopteris limbosperma, several of which were growing in shade. 
Pteridium aquilinum was the next tick and a more definite D. borreri as we headed up to 
the Coffin Path that links Grasmere and Ambleside. Just to the west at Whitemoss Tarn 
(a favourite skating spot for the Wordsworths) we saw splendid examples of Equisetum 
fluviatile, but no other species. 

As we walked the Coffin Path towards Rydal we found a very clear Dryopteris cambrensis, 
several more good patches of beech fern, and some ‘different’ polypodies, confirmed by 
microscopical examination by Bruce Brown as P. interjectum*. Here also were large and lush 
Cryptogramma crispa, growing better on wall bases than they usually manage high on the 
mountains, Asplenium trichomanes, several crested Dryopteris affinis subsp. affinis, heavily 
crested Athyrium filix-femina, and some ramose Polypodium vulgare as we reached Rydal 
Hall (35/365063). 

Here, by prior arrangement, we met the head gardener, Iain Turnbull, who gave us a brief 
account of the history of the recently restored gardens (fully open to the public), 
originally designed by Thomas Hayton Mawson in 1911. He showed us Asplenium 
trichomanes colonising a ‘cave’ and we suggested some other ferns for this spot. We saw 
the new beds of cultivars, Onoclea doing well from pre-restoration plantings but 
Matteuccia struggling. Iain wanted our opinion on the ferns in the large ghyll that 
crosses the gardens and estate, as it has become a venue for the exciting but potentially 
damaging activity of Ghyll Scrambling. Because of the heavy rain we could not get far 
into the Ghyll, but we did find a red-stemmed Athyrium filix-femina, Dryopteris affinis, 
astonishingly our first Blechnum spicant and what seemed to be a very clear Dryopteris 
borreri. Near the café we ticked Polystichum aculeatum and found several more ramose 
or capitate polypodies and affinises. We left Rydal Hall and its enticing café with 
promises of returning to survey Rydal Beck and repay Iain for his time with gifts of 
native ferns for his newly developed fern beds. 

Heading west we found a magnificent Osmunda regalis in Dora’s Field – possibly a 
remnant of plantings by the Wordsworths. On the bank at the outflow of Rydal Water 
was the largest colony of Onoclea sensibilis any of us had seen, extending for 30 metres 
or more along the stream. As we walked along the track above Rydal Water, the rain 
finally ceased and we could appreciate the magnificent views across the valley and the 
many splendid examples of Cryptogramma crispa growing in the walls by the side of the 
track. 
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At the first of the quarries on Loughrigg we found Asplenium adiantum-nigrum in tight tufts in 
the slate cracks. In the caves were huge 
sheets of A. trichomanes; many plants 
had huge pinnules, up to 12 millimetres 
long. Here also were tiny plants of 
A. scolopendrium. In the quarry outside 
the cave was an enormous Dryopteris, 
confirmed microscopically by Bruce 
Brown as D. × complexa*.  

Further up the hill at the main quarry 
(35/354057) we found two confusing 
Asplenium trichomanes plants that 
caused much discussion; Michael 
Hayward took samples for review.  
At the entrance to the cave was  
a Dryopteris, possibly D. affinis  
subsp. affinis that exhibited all  
the characteristics of ‘Polydactyla 
Mapplebeck’ with large crests and a 
branching rachis. The walk back was 
all downhill through acres of bracken, 
with more Blechnum spicant by the 
side of the track. 

No oak fern and no filmies were 
found, only one horsetail and only a 
few hard ferns.  

Annual General Meeting, Holehird, South Cumbria – 16 October Peter Campion 
Thirty members assembled for the seventeenth North-West Group AGM. The day was 
bright and sunny and more than one person commented that we should be out enjoying the 
gardens. After coffee, however, we sat fascinated by Fred Rumsey’s description of the Azores. 
What fun to have a group of islands to explore with unique taxa to find and a giant lettuce! 

After our packed lunches, our AGM gave us the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports. The 
financial statement was accepted and Frances Haigh thanked for her work. Reports on the 
year’s programme were positive, and gratitude was expressed to all the volunteer leaders, 
especially Alec Greening who had hosted two. Those who had attended all or part of the 
National Meeting in Keswick expressed thanks to Mike Porter and Peter Campion for 
organising the various field trips and social events. Lizzie Evans briefed us on Publicity for 
the BPS with logos and other useful material to promote the Society. Well done Lizzie. 

A portfolio of preserved ferns from all over the world was auctioned in aid of Macmillan 
Nurses and was knocked down to Jack Garstang for £60, which, added to the sum raised 
from the sale of Ken Trewren’s ferns and half the value of the sale of the NW Group’s 
ferns, amounted to a useful sum to send back to Ken. Thanks to all for their generosity.  

The prize for the best indoor fern was won by Melville Thomson, but he graciously 
abdicated the crown so it was awarded to Harvey Shepherd for his outdoor fern. The fern 
photographic competition was won by John Grue. As usual, Alec Greening also produced a 
stunning quality photograph. We enjoyed an open forum after the AGM, with fascinating 
short presentations by members on a number of items. Something to do again as it is much 
less daunting to prepare and we get a taste of something new. 

After tea and cakes tea provided by members, the meeting closed after a very pleasant day. 

photo:  J.D. Grue

Bruce Brown with Dryopteris × complexa  
on Loughrigg, Rydal 
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BOTANICAL CORNWALL GROUP Ian Bennallick & Matt Stribley 

St Anthony Head & Zone Point, east of Falmouth – Wednesday 30 December 2009 
In cold but sunny weather, five hardy souls gathered for a mid-winter walk to work off the 
Christmas dinner and explore the tip of the Roseland Peninsula to see what might be 
around. Our expectations were low, but we made a couple of unexpected ferny discoveries. 
St Anthony Head (10/8431) is picturesquely situated at the very end of the Roseland 
Peninsula, on the eastern side of Carrick Roads – the broad expanse of water that is the 
mouth of the River Fal – and we could look across to Falmouth and Pendennis Castle. Our 
walk took in Zone Point just to the south, Place to the north, and then Carricknath Point 
where, with oystercatchers piping on the rocks below, we enjoyed our picnic lunch looking 
across to St Mawes. Beneath a large ivy-clad rock beside the path between Carricknath 
Point and St Anthony Head (10/846318) was one plant of Asplenium obovatum subsp. 
lanceolatum, with extremely large fronds. Although this fern has been recorded in grid square 
10/83 (last record 1997), this was the first time that it had been recorded on the eastern side of 
the Fal, and puts it into v.c. 2 (East Cornwall) rather than in v.c. 1 (West Cornwall), pleasing 
the leader (BSBI v.c. 2 recorder) immensely! Until now, this fern had apparently been absent 
from the coast on this part of the Roseland Peninsula, with the nearest plants being several 
miles east at Nare Head 10/9137. It is probably present on the coast between these two 
populations, but much of the coast is inaccessible; further intrepid expeditions are planned. 

Just south of Carricknath Point are two small sandy coves, Great Molunan and Little 
Molunan. On the low cliffs between these are areas of freshwater tufaceous deposits, and 
water was dripping profusely even in the very cold and frosty winter of 2009/2010. These 
active coastal terrestrial tufa accretions appear to be rare in Cornwall with its predominantly 
acid rock, and support several rare species. The vegetation had died back since the summer 
when we had seen the globally rare and threatened shore dock, Rumex rupestris, long 
known at this site. Remarkably, inspection of some of the more precipitous parts of the cliff 
revealed a few colonies of maidenhair fern, Adiantum capillus-veneris, on the tufa. This is 
the first time it had been seen here and only the second record in a natural habitat in the 
River Fal/Helford River estuary coastline area. The other is an old record from “a cave near 
Maenporth” (10/7929), west of the Carrick Roads, which was found by Cocks in 1856. It 
has been recorded since at least 1959 from a wall on Church Hill, St Mawes (10/845329) 
just over one kilometre to the north across the Percuil River and there are numerous records 
on man-made habitats around the Cornish coast and at sea-level on inland parts of the larger 
river systems. For example at Cotehele (20/423680) it is luxuriant on the inner parts of 
abandoned lime kilns, and in Penzance it is scattered on old walls. Whether these are 
colonisations from native coastal sites or introduced from elsewhere is uncertain. 

Brown Willy (20/17 to 20/18), Bodmin Moor – Sunday 15 August & Sunday 3 October 
Rediscovering beech fern, Phegopteris connectilis, was our aim on a walk to Brown Willy 
(20/1579), the highest hill in Cornwall, on the rugged and elevated granite boss of Bodmin 
Moor. Brown Willy is a long ridge of granite in the northern part of the Moor, with several 
exposed weathered granite rock outcrops (known as tors) and loose granite boulders (known 
as clitter). Rising to 420 metres, it is not a place to visit in rain or mists, as was experienced 
by the group on at least two other searches in the last decade. This time the group of seven 
who met up at the car park (20/138818) north of Rough Tor, the adjacent hill, enjoyed 
sunshine and warm breezes.  

First seen on Brown Willy by the Cornish Moneywort Club before 1909 (see Davey, Flora 
of Cornwall, 1909), the last sighting of beech fern in Cornwall was in about 1930 by Major 
E.W.M. Magor, who found it on Brown Willy and on Rough Tor, both in v.c. 2. At about 
the same time he also recorded oak fern, Gymnocarpium dryopteris, on the former. We 
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made our way up over the very heavily grazed turf around Rough Tor and down into the 
stream valley at the foot of Brown Willy, where we found some lemon-scented fern, 
Oreopteris limbosperma, beside the moorland stream. This fern is relatively common in such 
situations on Bodmin Moor, but is very local and rare in other parts of Cornwall. In 2006, 
Ian Bennallick had found Brown Willy to be grazed rather heavily by sheep and cattle, with 
much of the grass in between the rocky areas short-grazed, and thought this might be 
detrimental to the beech fern’s survival. (Sheep had been observed to have pulled out plants 
of fir clubmoss, Huperzia selago – another rare Cornish plant – from between clitter on the 
neighbouring Rough Tor.) However, the grazing now appeared to have been relaxed somewhat 
– heather, Calluna vulgaris, was flowering well in places – and it was almost under-grazed. 
Although we had resigned ourselves to beech fern’s presence being extremely unlikely, on 
previous searches the habitat had looked suitable for it and it now seemed more likely that if it 
were present, it would be visible. Thinking that it would most likely be in a damp crevice on 
the northern side of the hill, the tors and clitter of the upper north-western side were checked 
methodically. Tunbridge filmy fern, Hymenophyllum tunbrigense, and Wilson’s filmy fern, 
H. wilsonii, were found in small patches in between the clitter, but no beech fern.  

We took lunch near the top of Brown Willy, enjoying the wonderful views across the whole 
of eastern Cornwall from coast to coast (and north to Exmoor and east to Dartmoor) and 
again resigned ourselves to a nice but ultimately unsuccessful day. However, David 
Pearman had reported that, only days before Andy Byfield had found/refound four colonies 
of beech fern on Dartmoor in Devon, the next largest granite moorland to the east of 
Bodmin Moor. He had found it in two different types of habitat – in granite crevices on 
south-east facing tors and in shaded wet hollows in valleys. With this in mind, we started 
exploring the tors on the eastern side of the hill. David Pearman saw maidenhair 
spleenwort, Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, in a horizontal crevice not far 
from the top of the hill. In Cornwall this fern does not normally grow in such an acid 
situation as a granite tor, so it was worthy of a second look. It was only as we checked the 
other plants and small ferns in this crevice in a vertical south-east facing rock outcrop  
at about 412 metres (just below and south-east of the highest point of Brown Willy) that  
the beech fern was discovered (20/15907994), growing with small lady fern, Athyrium  
filix-femina, and broad buckler fern, Dryopteris dilatata. The colony had ten small green 
fronds and three or four dead ones on about six small plants – or perhaps it was one large 
plant spreading along the crevice. 
We had not been prepared to find 
such small fronds and this is 
probably the reason that the fern 
had eluded detection since 1930. 
Page (The Ferns of Britain and 
Ireland, 1997) remarks that 
“[P. connectilis] also spreads, in 
more stunted form, to moist 
patches on damp rocky slopes and 
cliff ledges in mountains to about 
610m”. This fits the habitat where 
it is found on Brown Willy 
perfectly, as the substrate in the 
crevice was wet to the touch. 
Despite searching similar crevices, 
no other beech fern (nor oak fern) 
plants were found. We walked 
back to the car park, very pleased 
with the find.  

 
photo:  M. Stribley

Phegopteris connectilis on Brown Willy, Bodmin Moor 
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Spurred on by this find, Matt Stribley revisited the site on 3rd October. He discovered 
another colony of about ten very small fronds, yellowing in the autumnal conditions, in a 
similar crevice just further south (20/15947968). More significantly still, in a shaded 
opening between granite blocks (20/16007965) he found a colony of at least forty fronds, 
still green and of a more usual size, with some sporing. It is likely that this fern grows 
elsewhere on the tor, and further searches may be successful.  

Whether beech fern still grows on Rough Tor is unconfirmed. Maidenhair spleenwort was 
recorded on Brown Willy in 1969 by J.W. Dyce and in 1997 by Mary Atkinson, and has also 
been recorded for Rough Tor (20/145808) since 1992, but no beech fern was reported on those 
occasions. However, since the two species do grow close together on Brown Willy, the spleen-
wort may be a good indicator species and it is well worth checking for beech fern in other 
places where maidenhair spleenwort grows on granite tors in Cornwall, including Rough Tor.  

Historically there is an even more south-westerly record for beech fern in Cornwall. Ralfs 
found it before 1909 “at the base of Carn Galva” (Carn Galver) in West Penwith (10/43, v.c. 1). 
This is a granite hill ridge very similar to Brown Willy, with creviced granite tors and clitter, and 
similarly has both filmy ferns and also maidenhair spleenwort. Ralfs found both of the filmy 
ferns on Carn Galver and despite earlier doubts by local botanists, having seen the situation 
where the beech fern grows on Brown Willy, his record for beech fern may well be correct. 
Further searches for beech fern on both Rough Tor and Carn Galver will be made in 2011. 

Luxulyan Valley (20/05), north-east of St Austell – Saturday 2 October 
This was a joint meeting with the Friends of Luxulyan Valley. We walked from Blackhill 
car park (20/058573) along the Luxulyan Valley – a wooded valley draining the St Austell 
granite boss – towards the Central Cornwall Dry in North Hill Wood, the ‘dries’ being 
structures remaining from the once thriving china clay industry that dominated life in the 
area. The woodland walk took in several common species such as luxuriant examples of 
Dryopteris dilatata, Athyrium filix-femina and Polystichum setiferum, with Asplenium 
scolopendrium, A. adiantum-nigrum and A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens on the bridge 
at Trevanney Wood (20/057568) and on the old granite-walled dries at 20/065562. 
A. obovatum subsp. lanceolatum was growing on a shaded road hedgebank at 20/057569. 
Matt Stribley collected samples of some very large scaly male ferns, which proved to be 
Dryopteris affinis subsp. paleaceolobata (beside the track at 20/063567 and in a thoroughly 
overgrown quarry at 20/058568), and D. cambrensis subsp. cambrensis (20/063566).  

The main focus of the walk was to relocate the colonies of Hymenophyllum tunbrigense that 
grow here on the faces of large and shaded, often rounded, granite boulders. In Trevanney 
Wood (20/058567), not far from the road, we found a good colony coating the lower portion of 
such a boulder, and there were some really luxuriant patches near the old quarry at 20/058568.  

It was noted that around the granite rocks some of the invasive non-native Rhododendron 
ponticum had been killed. In the Luxulyan Valley there has been a recent discovery of the 
pathogen Phytophthora ramorum and a more virulent strain, P. kernoviae, fungus-like plant 
diseases spread by spores. Though the common name is ‘sudden oak death’ it is not 
confined to oak and has attacked a large number of species, hence the worry is that it may 
spread to native oaks and other trees and thus explaining the rapidity of clearance of the 
host plants. Rhododendron is the most common primary host of the Phytophthora, so in 
2008 contractors working on behalf of DEFRA and Restormel Borough Council cleared 
large areas of rhododendrons in the valley. In 2009 it was confirmed that Phytophthora was 
also found in bilberry, Vaccinium myrtillus, plants in the valley. Although it is good news 
that the rhododendron is being cleared from around the granite rocks, concern was 
expressed as to the effect on the large Hymenophyllum tunbrigense colonies present of the 
chemicals being used. Further liaison with the authorities is being undertaken to ensure that 
the colonies here and elsewhere in the valley are not affected. 
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SCOTLAND   

Logan Botanic Garden, Dumfries & Galloway – 15 May Frank McGavigan 
(Participants: Bridget Laue, Paul Sharp, Frank McGavigan, Yasmin Nannis, Chris Nicholson, 
Kerstin Svanberg, Ken Trewren, Gaya Yaacob.) 

Logan Botanic Garden, south of Stranraer in south-west Scotland (25/097426), enjoys a 
mild, oceanic climate and therefore seemed a good place to visit early in the season. But of 
course we had not anticipated the severe winter of 2009-10, which took its toll of Logan’s 
exotic ferns, due not so much to the low temperatures (they have experienced lower) but, as 
elsewhere, to the prolonged nature of the cold spell. To make matters worse, over the last 
few years Logan has been undertaking extensive new plantings of ferns and the small plants 
suffered particularly badly. In the battle for survival against cold, size matters. 

Despite the fern corpses scattered around the garden there was plenty to see and as we were 
shown round by the Garden Supervisor, Colin Belton, he was able to point out things we might 
not otherwise have noticed. Among the survivors were Logan’s iconic tree ferns, Dicksonia 
antarctica (although some young plants at ground level had died), Culcita macrocarpa, 
Blechnum nudum, Cyathea smithii (with new fronds showing), Cyathea dealbata, 
Thyrsopteris elegans, Todea barbara and Blechnum discolor. A recent planting of Cyathea 
dregei looked ‘done for’, but a later visit showed that some plants had survived unscathed 
while others had succumbed. Most of these semi-tender things are given a protective wrapping 
each winter. In the rush to get the job done in 2009 some Blechnum cycadifolium had been 
forgotten, but surprisingly the unwrapped ones survived better than the wrapped ones. 

Logan has carpets of what used to be known as Blechnum tabulare, better known now as 
B. chilense, but of course it is neither. The latest name I understand is B. violaceum, though 
no doubt that is not correct either. The garden has plants of true B. tabulare and B. chilense 
for comparison (at least it did, but the B. tabulare looked as if it had been wiped out by the 
winter). But one of the advantages of large gardens like Logan is that there is room for 
whole swathes of one fern species like this Blechnum – well worth a visit for that alone.  

photo:  F. McGavigan

Logan Botanic Garden 
Gaya Yaacob, Kerstin Svanberg, Yasmin Nannis, Ken Trewren,  

Bridget Laue, Paul Sharp, Chris Nicholson, Colin Belton 
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Dawyck Botanic Garden, near Peebles, Scottish Borders – 6 June Roger Golding 

This field meeting followed on from a Committee meeting at the Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh (RBGE) the previous day, so was attended by several Committee members as 
well as Scotland Group members, a total of 13. Dawyck is 28 miles south of Edinburgh, set 
in the upper Tweed Valley (36/167352). It covers 25 hectares and has an almost continental 
climate with relatively cold winters and moderate rainfall, which suits plants from drier, 
colder parts of the world. The garden’s beginning dates back to the late seventeenth century 
and it is particularly strong in conifer species (including some brought back by David 
Douglas) and rhododendrons. It was gifted to the nation in 1979 by the Balfour family, 
becoming part of the RBGE. 

After coffee and a short film on the history of the garden, we made our way slowly up 
through the Lower Scrape Glen and the Rhododendron Walk; on the way Mary Gibby 
pointed out a variety of beech with appropriately fern-shaped leaves – Fagus sylvatica 
‘Asplenifolia’. We admired the dramatic colour contrast of massed fronds of Matteuccia 
struthiopteris against a backdrop of a brilliant orange-flowered azalea. Beautiful stone  
urns (dating from before 1850) set on pedestals were decorated with carved Asplenium 
scolopendrium fronds. A little further on, blue poppies (Meconopsis sp.) were in bloom and we 
spent several minutes admiring them before more fern species distracted us. We encountered a 
wide variety of fern species, both native and foreign, and it was sometimes hard to tell what 
was planted and what might  
be occurring naturally. Certainly 
some of the foreign hardy species 
were naturalising well, including 
Gymnocarpium disjunctum, the 
western oak fern from north-west 
USA, a larger cousin of our  
own G. dryopteris. Ken Trewren 
explained some of the differences 
between the British species of the 
Dryopteris affinis group, all three 
being present. Several plants of 
Woodsia ilvensis, grown at RBGE 
and planted out here, seemed to be 
surviving well. Further up in a 
clearing in the woodland we were 
shown the plantings of progeny 
from Mary Gibby’s Dryopteris 
hybridisation experiments. I 
particularly liked a large specimen 
of Dryopteris × ambroseae 
(D. dilatata × D. expansa) and also 
the hybrid between D. affinis  
and D. oreades, provisionally  
but not yet formally named 
D. × protocambrensis, which is a 
wild find originating on Arran 
contributed by Tony Church. 

Following lunch in the café I had to make my way back south; a few others stayed on and 
saw another planting of hybrid Dryopteris, and Howard Matthews found Asplenium ruta-
muraria growing on the chapel wall. 

photo:  A.M. Paul

Dawyck Botanic Garden 
Ken Trewren & Yvonne Golding beside  

Dryopteris affinis × D. oreades from Arran 
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List of fern species recorded at Dawyck Botanic Garden 

Adiantum pedatum 
Asplenium ruta-muraria 
Asplenium scolopendrium 
Athyrium distentifolium 
Athyrium filix-femina 
Blechnum penna-marina 
Blechnum spicant 
Cystopteris fragilis 
Dryopteris aemula 
Dryopteris affinis 
Dryopteris borreri 
Dryopteris cambrensis subsp. cambrensis 
Dryopteris cambrensis subsp. 

pseudocomplexa 
Dryopteris carthusiana 
Dryopteris dilatata 
Dryopteris expansa 
Dryopteris goldiana 
Dryopteris oreades  
 

Dryopteris × ambroseae (D. dilatata × 
D. expansa) 

Dryopteris × sarvelae (D. carthusiana × 
D. expansa) 

Dryopteris affinis × D. oreades 
(“D. × protocambrensis”) 

Dryopteris campyloptera × D. expansa 
Dryopteris carthusiana × D. intermedia 
Equisetum sylvaticum 
Gymnocarpium disjunctum 
Matteuccia struthiopteris 
Osmunda claytoniana 
Osmunda regalis ‘Purpurascens’ 
Polypodium vulgare 
Polystichum aculeatum 
Polystichum braunii 
Polystichum lonchitis 
Polystichum munitum 
Polystichum setiferum 
Woodsia ilvensis 

Glen Esk, Angus – 3 July Frank McGavigan 
(Participants: John Edgington, Roland Ennos, Tim Godfrey, Yvonne Golding, Bridget Laue, 
Frank & Linda McGavigan, Paul Sharp, Leslie Tucker.) 

Glen Esk, being a cul de sac, is seldom visited except by those who know its attractions. 
John Edgington has been coming for years and now owns a property there; he had invited 
us for a day’s ferning to be followed by tea – who could resist such an offer? John knows 
his territory and was able to take us to fern sites that we would never have found ‘on spec’. 

Our first stop was just south of the glen itself at Gannochy Bridge (37/600708). Down a 
path by the river grows a curious form of Asplenium adiantum-nigrum (it is known to be a 
very variable species). In the surrounding woods there were, not surprisingly, Athyrium 
filix-femina, Dryopteris borreri, D. dilatata, D. filix-mas, and, in the trees, Polypodium 
vulgare. Near an old mill there was Polystichum aculeatum and, in a nearby garden wall, 
Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens. And we had only just begun the day. 

Well up the glen at Tarfside (37/491797) we stopped to admire a patch of Equisetum 
palustre and also recorded Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum spicant, Dryopteris affinis, 
D. borreri, D. dilatata and Pteridium aquilinum in a little piece of woodland to the north of 
the village.  

Then it was on to the main purpose of the day – a walk along the length of Loch Lee at the 
end of the glen. On the bridge over the River Mark John pointed out a single plant of 
Asplenium scolopendrium, a rarity in these parts. We stopped at the old Invermark kirk to 
examine the A. adiantum-nigrum on its walls. We admired the Helianthemum (a lime lover) 
flowering profusely at the base of the scree that we later scrambled up to find 
Cryptogramma crispa (a lime hater). In the loch itself Equisetum fluviatile was flourishing. 
Sitting down for lunch at the head of the loch we failed to notice the E. sylvaticum that John 
spotted nearby the following day. 
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Behind the farm at Inchgrundle (37/410790) the hillside is streaked with basic flushes and 
proved to be a rich hunting ground: Polystichum lonchitis and P. aculeatum, Asplenium 
viride and A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, Gymnocarpium dryopteris, Phegopteris 
connectilis and Cystopteris fragilis, Blechnum spicant and Oreopteris limbosperma, and 
finally Huperzia selago and the elusive Selaginella selaginoides. The following day John 
found Dryopteris expansa higher up the hill (and also back by the loch side Isoetes 
lacustris), so all in all a good place for ferns and their ‘allies’. (Not only ferns, for we 
spotted an osprey flying over the loch.) 

Back at John’s cottage the promised tea was everything we could have hoped for and we sat 
around for some time, reluctant to leave. But John had one last treat in store for us – close-
by, at the edge of the road, was Dryopteris carthusiana next to D. dilatata and what looked 
very like the hybrid between the two, D. × deweveri. I used to think that the east of 
Scotland suffered from a dearth of ferns – not any more! 

Dunkeld, Perthshire – 14 August Frank McGavigan 
(Participants: John Edgington, Alistair Godfrey, Tim Godfrey, Bridget Laue, Frank McGavigan, 
Chris Nicholson, Paul Sharp and several members of the Perthshire Society of Natural Science.) 

Alistair Godfrey, the VCR (BSBI Vice-county Recorder) for Mid-Perth, had kindly offered 
to lead this joint meeting with the Perth Society of Natural Science. Perhaps he had an 
ulterior motive, for the latest edition of Stace has recognised the split into three separate 
species of Dryopteris affinis, D. borreri and D. cambrensis, and he and the other PSNS 
botanists were keen to learn the differences. Embarrassingly, we BPS members were not 
much help, for, although the available guides are clear enough on paper, distinguishing in 
the field is a different matter and we quickly realised how ignorant we were. 

We began the day at The Hermitage, a well known local beauty spot, which is also “good 
for ferns”. (For those travelling north it is just beyond Dunkeld off the A9 at 37/015422.) 
Here we definitely noted Dryopteris filix-mas, D. affinis and D. borreri, but what were 
those that did not even display the famous black spot? D. cambrensis, perhaps. We were 
much more certain about the more familiar ferns:- Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum spicant, 
Cystopteris fragilis, D. dilatata, Gymnocarpium dryopteris, Phegopteris connectilis, 

photo:  F. McGavigan

John Edgington examining Cryptogramma crispa  
above Loch Lee, Angus 
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Oreopteris limbosperma, the ubiquitous Pteridium aquilinum, and the always beautiful 
Polystichum aculeatum.  

In the shallow caves under Hermitage Bridge we searched for some time for the 
gametophytes of Trichomanes speciosum recorded here in the recent past, but to no avail. 
There was nothing that we could even remotely wish into being Killarney fern and we 
wondered how these gametophytes could have disappeared when they seem so persistent 
elsewhere. However, we did see on the bridge A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, a fern 
whose attractiveness would be remarked upon more if it was not so common. 

In the afternoon we moved to Birnam Glen, which we approached from the north, leaving 
our cars at 37/031418 and passing under the main road and railway on foot. The fern flora is, 
unsurprisingly, much the same as at The Hermitage. Again we wondered over the various 
members of the D. affinis agg., and again we BPS members were embarrassed by our lack 
of knowledge. The problem, as I see it, is that we need to learn the morphology of not just the 
three new species but of all the subspecies and hybrids as well if we are going to identify 
confidently in the field. Otherwise we will need to record everything as D. affinis agg., but I 
have a feeling this will not satisfy VCRs now that the split into three species is ‘official’. 

A similar problem arises with Polypodium vulgare. I confidently pronounced that some 
examples we saw, that looked and felt like P. vulgare, could well have been P. interjectum, 
mainly because the new fronds were flushing late and the wall where they were growing could 
have been lime-mortared. Needless to say, later microscopic examination proved them to be 
P. vulgare. The wall was not mortared and the late flushing in the deep shade of a wooded glen 
this far north would be perfectly normal. (Memo to self: keep big mouth shut till sure of facts.) 

The elusive Woodsia alpina, Ben Lui, Perthshire/Argyll – 11 September  
  Frank McGavigan 
(Participants: John Edgington, Tim Godfrey, Stephen Longster, Frank McGavigan, Andy 
McGregor, Heather McHaffie, Douglas McKean, Jamie Taggart.) 

Ben Lui is a magnificent mountain that straddles the border between Perthshire and Argyll. 
The north side is rich in botanical interest mainly due to outcrops of limestone schist, ideal 
territory for Woodsia alpina. Indeed there are four well-documented sites with several 
clumps at each. Our aim for the day was to monitor two of these sites (at 27/272271 and 
27/270271) and add our findings to the database held by SNH (Scottish Natural Heritage) 
who look after the area. 

We failed. Pathetic, really. We could not even find the sites, despite having been there 
before and despite having detailed maps and photographs. The problem was that the north 
face consists of a series of broad ledges separated by precipitous cliffs and with only a few 
safe ways between the ledges. We made the mistake of climbing too high initially and then 
passing above the sites as we traversed from east to west. By the time we managed to 
descend to the correct altitude it was too late to go hunting for Woodsia. 

However, it was not a wasted day, for between us we notched up an impressive list of ferns 
and lycophytes. Polystichum lonchitis and Asplenium viride were too numerous to count, 
but hugely satisfying to find among more commonly seen ferns, such as Asplenium 
trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, Athyrium filix-femina, Cystopteris fragilis, Dryopteris 
affinis agg., D. dilatata, D. filix-mas, Hymenophyllum wilsonii, Phegopteris connectilis, 
Polypodium vulgare agg., and Oreopteris limbosperma. Of clubmosses we noted Huperzia 
selago, Lycopodium clavatum and Diphasiastrum alpinum, and of horsetails Equisetum 
palustre, E. pratense and E. sylvaticum. But the highlight of the day was when Heather 
found Cystopteris montana, a little past its best but still the most attractive fern in the 
British Isles. So, a hugely successful outing after all. 
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Glasgow – ‘Let ‘agg.’ reduce the agony!’ – 9 October Alastair Wardlaw 
(Participants: Adrian Dyer, Frank Katzer, Bridget Laue, Frank McGavigan, Christine Nicholson, 
Paul Sharp, Alastair Wardlaw, Maurice Wilkins.) 

“Let ‘agg.’ reduce the agony!” was the conclusion reached by those at the end-of-season 
meeting of the BPS Scotland Group at the home of Frank and Linda McGavigan in Lenzie, 
Glasgow. We had a long discussion on the perennial question of field identifying the 
subdivisions (and the sub-subdivisions) of Dryopteris affinis agg. There is now some 
urgency since the BSBI wants recorders to distinguish D. affinis sensu strictu from 
D. borreri and D. cambrensis. There was general sympathy and respect for the dedicated 
work of the several BPS members who over the years have taken the lead as affinis-
investigators. But there seem to be relatively few otherwise competent ferners with the 
extraordinarily discriminating eyesight needed to do affinis-splitting reliably and 
convincingly. Adrian Dyer emphasised that when recording an affinis-type find, it is much 
better to play safe by using ‘D. affinis agg.’ unless one is absolutely sure about the further 
subdividing.  

Taking refuge in ‘agg.’ may also be useful on occasion with Polypodium and the 
subdivisions of the classic P. vulgare agg. into P. vulgare, P. cambricum, P. interjectum 
and their three hybrids; also Asplenium trichomanes agg. and its splitting into subspp. 
trichomanes, quadrivalens and pachyrachis. Overall, the use of ‘agg.’ may avoid 
indecision, wrong identification and unproductive agony. 

Our discussions were followed by booksales organised by Frank Katzer and an excellent 
lunch provided by Linda McGavigan. There was then a fern-swapping session, followed by 
a tour of the McGavigan 
garden. It contained much 
of interest, both with ferns 
and herbaceous plants.  
Just to mention a few: 
Asplenium ceterach had 
been provided with a 
sheltered wall so suitable 
that an initial planting had 
spread into several clumps 
by spores; Dryopteris 
cristata, despite its wild 
habitat being restricted to 
fens and bogs, was growing 
happily in an area of damp, 
shady woodland; and 
Polystichum lonchitis, with 
its crown sheltered under a 
rock, had an admirable 
display of leathery fronds. 
Among the foreigners, 
Dryopteris goldiana and 
Onoclea sensibilis seemed 
to be doing at least as well 
as they would in eastern 
USA. The meeting was 
rounded off by a most 
refreshing tea. 

photo:  A.C. Wardlaw

Frank McGavigan with a well grown  
Polystichum lonchitis in his garden 
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SOUTH WALES AND THE BORDERS 

In this the Group’s second year we held three meetings, again seeking to admix field trips 
and garden visits. 

Titterstone Clee Hill & Teme Valley Woods, east of Ludlow, Shropshire –  
4 August  Brian Dockerill 

Fourteen members met at the Burford Garden Centre from where we shared cars to travel to 
a woodland site in the Teme Valley at 32/582682. In this location we were not expecting to 
see rarities, but rather a profusion of the commoner ferns of alkaline woodland and in this 
we were not disappointed. Asplenium scolopendrium was abundant on the streamside 
slopes, as were Polystichum aculeatum and P. setiferum. Having both plants side by side 
gave some of our newer members an ideal opportunity to confirm their identification of the 
two species while others discussed, and finally agreed upon, the identity of a plant of  
the hybrid, P. × bicknellii. Also found were Polypodium vulgare, Dryopteris borreri, 
D. dilatata, and D. filix-mas, along with a single plant of Pteridium aquilinum.  

After a return to the garden centre and a lunchtime stroll in the adjacent garden of the late John 
Treasure, we set off for Titterstone Clee Hill (32/593777), the highest point in Shropshire, and 
the venue for part of a BPS National Field Meeting in the Hereford/Shropshire borders in 
2004. Our plan for the day was based on the morning forecast for improving weather, a 
requirement for a scramble on the hill-top screes, and we were rewarded by intermittent 
sunshine. Not only was the location in complete contrast to the morning, but the views from 
the hilltop were extensive – some time was spent pointing out the various landmarks, and also 
we anticipated seeing some comparative rarities. We first stopped at a known site for 
Botrychium lunaria where the more keen-eyed members quickly spotted the first plants and in 
all around ten were found. The climb up the hillside yielded Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum 
spicant, Dryopteris dilatata, D. filix-mas, and some much sheep nibbled D. affinis agg. One of 
our principal targets was Cryptogramma crispa, a single plant of which was found among the 
summit screes near the remains of the hill fort. Travelling southward across the scree we found 
Gymnocarpium dryopteris, Phegopteris connectilis, and some fine colonies of Huperzia selago 
as well as Polypodium vulgare. Members on the 2004 visit had found a number of plants of 
Dryopteris oreades but on this occasion only one was seen. However, we were delighted when 
two further colonies of Cryptogramma crispa were recorded along with further plants of 
Huperzia selago. The visit was rounded off by a report of Asplenium ruta-muraria on the 
brick-built ruins of the former quarry and a stop to see Equisetum × litorale by the lane. 

We were fortunate to complete our day by joining Martin Rickard at his house for tea, cakes 
and a tour of his garden. The full range of fern-related materials was there to be seen: the 
bibliophiles descended on his bookcases, while others studied furniture, ceramics and even 
embroidery. Despite his previous difficulties with weevils (‘Fern deaths’, Pteridologist Vol. 
5, part 3 p.175) the Polypodium collection was looking stunning and was punctuated by 
many other rarities, the identity and provenance of which Martin kindly explained to us. All 
in all this was an excellent end to a fine start to our year’s programme. 

Ivycroft, Leominster, Herefordshire & Madresfield Court, Malvern, 
Worcestershire – Tuesday 21 September Sue Dockerill 
It was a suitably misty and autumnal day when 11 members assembled at Ivycroft, the 
garden of Sue and Roger Norman near Leominster (22/465562). After a welcoming cup of 
tea and cake, we set off around the outside of the house. We were soon discussing three of 
the many Polypodium varieties that we were to see over this visit and admiring several large 
forms of Dryopteris filix-mas, believed to be over 20 years old and looking very handsome. 
In an area shaded by a large crab apple, there were three troughs where more challenging 
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alpine ferns were growing, including Woodsia polystichoides and W. intermedia, which 
allowed these two very similar species to be compared. Further round the house, more 
polypodiums were admired, including beautiful clumps of P. cambricum ‘Pulcherrimum 
Trippitt’, ‘Semilacerum Falcatum O’Kelly’ and a particularly large patch of ‘Richard 
Kayse’. There were also polypodiums in the vegetable plot under a large medlar tree and in 
raised beds to the north of an old hedge. There were too many varieties to list them all, but, 
in addition to the P. cambricum varieties mentioned above, P. glycyrrhiza and its variety 
‘Longicaudatum’ and P. vulgare ‘Trichomanoides Backhouse’ were notable. 

But this garden has many ferns other than polypodiums (and indeed a lot more than ferns). 
In a small area with brick-edged raised beds a striking stand of Phegopteris hexagonoptera 
was widely admired, looking like a beech fern on steroids, and in the conservatory several 
unusual tree ferns were growing well. With them was a dead tree-fern trunk loaded with 
around half a dozen species of ferns, presumably imported as spores with the trunk. While 
we were exploring this lovely garden, the sun was slowly coming out and we were able to 
enjoy our packed lunches in its warmth.  

We had allowed three hours for this part of the visit, but, with so much to see, we left 
slightly behind schedule for our afternoon visit to Madresfield Court near Malvern 
(32/808475). Our main area of interest was the Victorian rock garden constructed by James 
Pulham between 1877 and 1879. It was built using the synthetic rock known as Pulhamite, 
which was very popular at that time and allows large but very realistic structures to be 
formed. Although most of the ferns were in pockets in these rocks, they were obviously 
designed very well as the conditions seemed to really suit them. A very large Osmunda 
regalis was from the original planting scheme, but most ferns had been replanted by Angela 
Tandy of Fibrex Nursery about eight years ago and were looking very happy indeed. In 
keeping with the Victorian theme, most were varieties of British natives, but there were also 
some foreign Polystichum and Cyrtomium species, which blended in well.  

At the end of a most enjoyable day, our thanks went to Angela for arranging such an 
interesting afternoon for us and to Sue and Roger for making us so welcome in the morning. 

Nash Point, Vale of Glamorgan, & Kidwelly & Dryslwyn, Carmarthenshire – 
3 November Susan Lewis 
On a beautiful morning twelve members assembled in the beach car park at Atlantic 
College, St Donats. The objective for the morning was to see Adiantum capillus-veneris 
growing on the sea-cliffs, but first we hoped to be shown a plant growing in the college 
garden, which was thought to have spread from the colony on the cliffs. Unfortunately our 
guide was detained, so we departed for nearby Nash Point (31/915683). Descending to the 
beach involved negotiating a steep grassy slope and a stretch of loose boulders to reach an 
area of natural rocky pavement with pools and many fossils. Following a short walk 
eastward along the beach, we were rewarded with the sight of extensive colonies of 
A. capillus-veneris, unfortunately too high up the cliff to see clearly without binoculars. The 
site appeared quite exposed and looked rather inhospitable for ferns, especially 
maidenhairs; however, water could be seen continuously seeping from the cliff-face, in 
some places over tufa-like excrescences. Most of the plants looked very shrivelled and 
battered apart from some in shaded overhung positions. Asplenium marinum also grew here 
and there on the cliff. The cliff between the two lighthouses where most of the ferns were 
growing had been reinforced, presumably to stop the lighthouses falling onto the beach, and 
it was suggested that the reduced rock fall here had made it easier for the ferns to establish. 
We regained the car park and set off for Kidwelly, about 55 miles to the west.  

It rained all the way there, but considerately stopped once we had eaten our sandwiches in the 
Kidwelly Castle car park (22/409071). On a nearby garden wall grew a luxuriant stand of 
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Polypodium cambricum, with several smaller plants nearby. Some also grew on the outer castle 
wall. A magnificent clump of polypody on a chimney next to the car park was too high up for 
us to identify it. Martin Rickard thought it was probably P. cambricum. After lunch we got 

back in the cars to go to see the highlight  
of the day: Trichomanes speciosum 
sporophytes! To see these well it was 
necessary to stand in a stream; the two 
clumps of ferns were growing on the banks 
over the water and were very impressive. 
However, Martin wondered how long the 
colony would persist, as it seemed to have 
diminished significantly since he saw it six 
years ago. The trees growing over the 
stream were festooned with Polypodium 
vulgare. The road alongside had a lush 
growth of the usual West Wales hedgerow 
assortment, but there was not time to stop 
and list them, or to discuss the Dryopteris 
affinis complex, as we then set off for 
Dryslwyn Castle (22/555204).  

The castle is perched on a twmp on the south bank of the Tywi between Llandeilo and 
Carmarthen. We did not climb up to the castle, but were shown two large clumps of 
Polypodium × shivasiae on a wall by the road. Martin thought they were originally one 
plant and that something had happened to the middle portion. One of the parents, 
P. cambricum, was growing higher up the wall, and the other, P. interjectum, a few yards 
further along, but neither was as extensive or luxuriant as their offspring. Martin had 
previously found a true Asplenium scolopendrium ‘Crispum’ growing here at the base of the 
wall among nettles, and was hoping to find another. He had no luck; there were several 
attractively wavy A. scolopendrium and plenty of nettles, but no crispums. The light was 
beginning to deteriorate by now, and the party dispersed. 

MANCHESTER AND NORTH MIDLANDS 

National Biodiversity Day, Sheffield Botanical Gardens – 22 May Yvonne Golding  

2010 was Biodiversity Year 
and you may have noticed 
activities such as BioBlitzes 
happening in your area. On a 
very wet summer day I took 
part in one at Whitworth 
Park in Manchester, which 
sadly was not particularly 
fern-rich, though other  
groups were surprisingly 
diverse. Conversely, Sheffield 
Botanical Gardens are very 
fern-rich with a good 
collection of exotics in the 
restored Pavilion and a new 
fern garden. On a scorching 
day the BPS had a presence 
here to help celebrate 
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Trichomanes speciosum in Carmarthenshire
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Roland Ennos at Sheffield Botanical Gardens 



 245

National Biodiversity Day. Roland Ennos and Yvonne Golding manned a stand festooned 
with interesting ferns, supported by our BPS education material. There were many enquiries 
about ferns in general but mostly people wanted to buy them! In the Pavilion we displayed 
our posters and leaflets along with some fine photos of ferns and horsetails. Visitors were able 

to see dancing Equisetum spores, 
experience the water-repelling 
powers of Lycopodium powder, find 
out all about the fern life-cycle and 
see spore release on a screen 
attached to a microscope. This was 
ably demonstrated by Ziggy 
Senkans and Julie Westfold who 
work as Sheffield Ecologists. At 
lunchtime, Julie, who is also a BPS 
member, took a large group of 
enthusiastic visitors on a fern walk 
around the gardens. It was a really 
enjoyable day and a good 
opportunity to promote fern 
diversity and the BPS.  

Chorlton Meadows, Manchester – 29 May Dave Bishop 

The rivers Goyt and Tame merge under Stockport town centre. The resulting river Mersey 
then flows westward, through the southern suburbs of the Greater Manchester conurbation, 
eventually entering the Manchester Ship Canal near Carrington. Although much of the river 
is now heavily canalised it still occupies a prudently wide floodplain. Over the course of the 
twentieth century this floodplain was converted from ancient flood meadows and grazing 
land to refuse tips, sewage works, golf courses and playing fields. From the late 1970s 
onwards some of the worst dereliction was cleaned up, thousands of trees were planted and 
the resulting areas opened up to the local population for informal recreation under the 
heading of ‘The Mersey Valley’. This area, with its complex history and its equally 
complex soils and substrates, has a surprisingly rich flora. For some, as yet unexplained, 
reason the area adjacent to the Manchester suburb of Chorlton-cum-Hardy has the richest 
pteridophyte flora and some 24 species have been found between Chorlton Water Park in 
the east and the Stretford border in the west – a distance of approximately two miles. 

On a wet Saturday in May four members of the Society (Yvonne Golding, Roland Ennos, 
Michael Hayward and Dave Bishop) and three guests (Charlotte Abbas, Katherine Miller 
and David Rydeheard) set off from Chorlton Water Park with the intention of seeing as 
many of these species as possible. First we negotiated a narrow, sunken lane at the rear of 
the Water Park and bordering Chorlton Golf Course. Here we encountered Dryopteris filix-
mas and a luxuriant specimen of D. affinis agg. We then moved on to the inelegantly named 
Barlow Eye Tip (33/815920) – once a landfill site but now a Site of Biological Importance 
(SBI). Here we found three species of horsetail: the ubiquitous Equisetum arvense, 
E. fluviatile and E. telmateia. The last species is interesting because in Manchester Museum 
Herbarium there are specimens of it that were collected from a site nearby in the mid-
nineteenth century. The present colony is on the very edge of the site and may have 
survived all of the various upheavals that have occurred around it. 

Moving further westward along the river bank we came to another SBI known as Lower 
Hardy Farm (33/812924). Here, deep in a birch and willow copse, was a magnificent stand 
of Osmunda regalis. Unfortunately, there is a plan to drive a spur of the Metrolink tram 
system through this SBI and across the river to Manchester Airport. Various exploratory 
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Ziggy Senkans demonstrates the fern life-cycle at 
Sheffield Botanical Gardens 
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drilling operations were conducted here recently and the Osmunda plants came within a 
whisker of being destroyed.  

We then inspected the walls of the Withington Sewage Works Pumping Station (which  
is in Chorlton, not Withington!) Here were found Polypodium interjectum, Asplenium 
scolopendrium, A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens and, most surprisingly, A. ceterach. 
Unfortunately, the spring of 2010 had been exceptionally dry (in contrast to the day of our 
walk!) and many of these ferns were somewhat shrivelled.  

In a wet area at the back of a nearby Primary School we found our fourth horsetail – 
E. palustre. Then a single specimen of Blechnum spicant (a rare species locally) was seen 
clinging to the steep bank of Chorlton Brook. By this time, lunch at a local pub beckoned – 
but not before we had seen Asplenium adiantum-nigrum and A. ruta-muraria on the wall of the 
old St Clement’s churchyard. In the pub I was able to show the group a frond of Polypodium 
vulgare that I had gathered the day before from a site somewhat off our line of march. 

After lunch we made our way towards the Chorlton Ees SBI (33/805932). Passing through a 
strip of woodland we saw a specimen of Polystichum setiferum with rather deeply cut 
fronds. About 20 years ago I was told that this species was believed to be extinct in Greater 
Manchester – but evidently not, because since that time it has turned up in several other 
places. In the midst of a derelict hay meadow on Chorlton Ees we saw a large and 
impressive colony of Ophioglossum vulgatum. This species was reported from this area by 
Richard Buxton in his flora of 1849 and by Leo Grindon in his flora of 1859, and was then 
thought to have been lost until it was refound in 1995. We also spotted Athyrium filix-
femina in the course of our travels and finally, in a patch of birch woodland on the edge of 
the SBI, we saw Dryopteris dilatata, D. carthusiana and more D. affinis.  

Challenges for the future are to look for Equisetum and Dryopteris hybrids (particularly 
D. × deweveri). And it would be good to know how many taxa we have within the 
D. affinis aggregate.  

Deep Dale, north-west of Bakewell, Derbyshire – 26 June  Yvonne Golding 

Deep Dale is a magnificent limestone valley located in the heart of the Peak District 
National Park (43/165698). It is a Plantlife reserve designated as both a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a candidate Special Area of Conservation (SAC). The dale 
sides are steeply sloping and are rich in wild flowers. 

On a lovely day in late June, nine BPS members met to explore the area for ferns. We 
quickly came across fine stands of brittle bladder fern (Cystopteris fragilis) lining the shady 
approach to the dale. Other limestone ferns – hart’s tongue (Asplenium scolopendrium), 
western polypody (Polypodium interjectum), wall rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria) and 
maidenhair spleenwort (A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens) – were common growing on 
the limestone crags, and in small pockets of wooded scrub we found male fern (Dryopteris 
filix-mas) and broad buckler fern (D. dilatata). One of these scrub areas in the dale yielded a 
large colony of limestone oak fern (Gymnocarpium robertianum), which extended into an 
open area of scree interspersed with lily of the valley (Convallaria majalis). It was interesting 
to see this fern growing in adjacent shaded and open areas. A steep walk up the side of the dale 
was rewarded with areas of blue columbine (Aquilegia vulgaris) and at the top of the dale, 
the last plants of moonwort (Botrychium lunaria). This hillside looked particularly beautiful 
with a fine stand of mountain pansy (Viola lutea) and spring sandwort (Minuartia rubella). 

After lunch we crossed the A6 and walked along the Monsal Valley where we had some 
frightening moments when confronted with a herd of horned cattle on the narrow riverside 
path. They were clearly not going to give way as one head butted me but luckily I put my arm 
up and only sustained a bruise. Elise came to the rescue with her stick! Further down the river 
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Alison and Paul had to 
rescue a lady who had 
actually fallen into the 
river to avoid the cattle. 
Once composed we 
crossed the river and made 
our way up to our final 
destination of Hob’s 
House below the hill fort 
of Fin Cop (43/175713). 
This is a limestone fissure 
around 80 feet long at an 
altitude of 800 feet. It is 
an ancient site where an 
early British skeleton was 
found but there has never 
been any excavation. 
Legend has it that Hob 
was a giant who emerged 
at night to thresh the corn 
of local farmers who 
rewarded him with a bowl 
of cream. Our task was to 

try and refind the black spleenwort (Asplenium adiantum-nigrum) that I had found there in 
2008. Unfortunately it had disappeared although there was still plenty of A. ruta-muraria, 
A. scolopendrium, A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens and Cystopteris fragilis growing in the 
rock fissures. In addition, there were large stands of Polypodium interjectum growing on top of 
the rocks. The site was also of interest because of the two species of fossil coral, the superb 
views of the Monsal viaduct and the magnificent stand of native Jacob’s ladder (Polemonium 
caeruleum). On the way back along the wooded path we saw Dryopteris dilatata, D. filix-mas, 
and Equisetum arvense growing in a ditch. 

Some of us then retreated to Buxton and had tea in my garden where we admired more ferns! 

Tissington Trail & Bradford Dale, west of Matlock, Derbyshire – 31 July   
  Yvonne Golding 
The Tissington Trail runs along a 13 mile route from Ashbourne to Parsley Hay. The trail 
was originally the track bed of the Buxton to Ashbourne railway line, built by the LNWR 
and opened in 1899. In its heyday, it carried express trains from Manchester to London and 
until after the Second World War a daily train delivered milk from Peak District farms to 
Finsbury Park, London. Now it is a most idyllic footpath and cycleway through scenic 
Derbyshire countryside. It is of particular interest to botanists because of the limestone 
flora, which is easily seen along the cuttings and of extreme interest for pteridologists as it 
is one of only two sites in Derbyshire where the rare Dryopteris submontana can be found. 
This site, which is near Biggin (43/161578), was visited by a BPS group in 1997 led by 
Trevor Taylor (see Bulletin 5(2):51). In 1997 there were 11 healthy clumps and in 2010 I 
am happy to report that the colony is increasing; we counted 15 clumps or plants on the east 
side of the cutting and one plant on the west side. In addition, we saw many healthy clumps 
of Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, A. ruta-muraria and A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens, 
with just a few plants of A. scolopendrium. At the base of the cuttings we found Dryopteris 
borreri, D. dilatata, D. filix-mas and a plant of D. affinis agg. that we couldn’t identify, 
possibly D. cambrensis. After carefully mapping the D. submontana we walked further 
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Deep Dale, Derbyshire 
Chris & Alison Evans, Paul Ruston, Ann Haskins,  

Pamela Simpson, Yvonne Golding, Elise Knox-Thomas,  
Roland Ennos, John Grue 
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down the trail to see some very fine erect specimens of Polystichum aculeatum growing on 
the east side of the cutting in full sun. We then retraced out steps, stopping to admire a fine 
stand of twayblade (Listera ovata) before heading to The Waterloo Inn at Biggin. 

After lunch we drove a short distance to the charming village of Middleton-by-Youlgrave. 
From here we walked through damp woodland with mossy limestone outcrops covered in 
prolific Asplenium scolopendrium, Cystopteris fragilis and Polystichum aculeatum down to 
little-known Bradford Dale (43/198633). We visited three odd-looking plants of Polystichum 
setiferum that I had found the previous year. Further down the path an old mill and the 
surrounding walls were covered in Asplenium ruta-muraria, A. trichomanes subsp. 
quadrivalens and Polypodium interjectum. We walked along the river in an easterly direction, 
noticing many Polypodium plants growing along a dry-stone wall and covering a large 
boulder; these warrant further investigation. We then turned north and walked along the river 
in the other direction where 
we saw many more large 
and fine specimens of 
Polystichum aculeatum 
growing along the valley 
side and all the lime-stone 
ferns we had previously seen 
growing in profusion on a 
stone bridge over the 
Bradford river. We walked 
up through the woodland 
seeing more Polystichum 
aculeatum, Dryopteris 
dilatata, D. filix-mas and 
Athyrium filix-femina. 

It was then back to Buxton 
for tea! Thanks very much 
to our participants who all 
helped with this detailed 
survey.  

Cheshire woods east of Macclesfield – 21 August  Yvonne Golding 

Teggsnose Wood (33/945718) is species-rich semi-natural Pennine fringe woodland 
managed by Cheshire Countryside Management, together with a long-established woodland 
pasture grazed by Bollin Valley Project Longhorn cattle. The damp wood is on a steep slope 
and dominated by oak, ash, beech and alder, with birch and rowans around the fringe. Ferns 
found in the woodland included Dryopteris filix-mas, D. dilatata, D. borreri, Athyrium filix-
femina, Blechnum spicant and Equisetum telmateia, with Oreopteris limbosperma along the 
stream edge and occasional plants of Asplenium scolopendrium. We found a large upright 
plant that we suspected could be D. × deweveri but in the absence of D. carthusiana we 
classified it as a large specimen of D. dilatata. Around the woodland fringe there were 
stands of Pteridium aquilinum and Equisetum arvense.  

After lunch and a pint of ‘White Nancy’ at the excellent Vale Inn, an independent brewery pub 
in Bollington, we moved on to Ingersley Vale where we explored Waulkmill Wood 
(33/943769) so named after the ruined Waulk Mill, which was originally used for fulling cloth 
– water power drove large mallets, which pounded the woven cloth to wash and soften it. The 
wood is managed by the Woodland Trust and is sited on a steep slope on the Kerridge Ridge in 
east Cheshire on the edge of the Peak District National Park. As we approached the wood, 
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 249

the walls were rich in 
Asplenium scolopendrium, 
A. trichomanes subsp. 
quadrivalens, A. ruta-
muraria, and a fine large-
fronded Polypodium most 
likely to be P. interjectum 
but it was sent for 
identification. The wood, 
though very ferny, was 
dominated by only a  
few species: D. filix-mas, 
D. dilatata and A. filix-
femina. In addition there 
was a colony of eight or 
nine large clumps of 
Blechnum spicant on a 
steep slope. We emerged 
from the wood and 
walked to the top of the 
hill along an ancient 
pannier way where we were rewarded with fine views over the Cheshire countryside. 

At the end of the day we were invited to Jenny and Paul Martin’s fine garden. Jenny is 
developing a diverse fern garden and Paul showed us his fine collection of Streptocarpus as 
well as his extensive plot with unusual plants. We were treated to Jenny’s superb home-
made cake!  

Indoor Meeting, Manchester – 23 October Yvonne Golding 
Twelve BPS members attended the second indoor meeting of the Manchester Group at The 
Firs, University of Manchester. We began in traditional style with coffee and cake, after 
which Yvonne Golding gave an illustrated report on ‘Fern hunting in China’, describing the 
recent BPS reconnaissance trip to Yunnan Province. Over 240 species were seen on this trip 
so only half the expedition was covered; the rest is promised for another occasion. Before 
lunch we had a tour around the fern collection, stopping to admire the changing colours of 
the Osmunda in Barbara Porter’s fern bed, which has come on very well since being planted 
two years previously. As usual, members drooled over the Leptopteris in the moss house 
and the particularly fine Drynaria specimens in the range. Alison Evans had brought a 
collection of ferns from Ken Trewren’s garden, which was sold in aid of the Macmillan 
Cancer Support charity. 

After lunch, Pam Simpson showed photos of some fine ferns encountered on her regular 
trips to Haiti where she works as a missionary. Michael Hayward gave us an illustrated  
talk (aided by a very large frond!) about difficulties in the Marattiaceae. Lizzie Evans 
introduced herself as our new Publicity Officer and took us through the various strands of 
communication she has established to help raise the profile of the BPS. Finally we reflected 
on what we had achieved as a group during our first year, and Yvonne reported back on our 
Dryopteris submontana (now D. mindshelkensis) monitoring; the colony now has 16 healthy 
clumps or plants, which is a significant increase since the site was last visited by BPS 
members in 1997. In 2011 we plan to monitor the other Derbyshire site for this species. 

All in all we thought it had been a good first year and we are encouraged to continue in 
2011 with the prospect of an early joint meeting with The Yorkshire Group to tackle 
Polypodium identification.  
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On ancient pannier way above Waulkmill Wood, Cheshire 
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