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twenty-three authors from South-East Asia and Europe contributed to this fifteenth
volume in the PROSEA series that aims at dispersing the knowledge on plant resources
in SE Asia. the book consists of three chapters: an introduction to pteridophytes, a
treatment of 14 selected pteridophyte genera and 39 species, and a combined chapter on
bryophytes (two genera and one species example). the chapter on mosses is added
because it would be too small to substantiate a separate volume. the introduction
chapter (1) is clear and covers wide aspects of pteridophytes from uses, phyto-
chemistry, morphology, ecology, to propagation. Some aspects, e.g. on ecology, are
rather simplified but it is perhaps appropriate in this context. the figures have been
redrawn and are clear, uniform and illustrate nicely the examples given. However, the
numbers on sub-figures are often in a confusing order and could easily have been
arranged more logically. unlike the usual format of Prosea, this volume uses the
criterion of any publication mentioning usefulness of a pteridophyte. However, table 1
still gives an overview of 18 categories of uses including medicinal, ornamental, food,
etc. covered by the examples of species and genera that forms the bulk of the content
with 53 individual papers. Each contribution follows the same format and gives
information on taxonomy, ecology, uses, names, propagation, literature etc.
unfortunately, the important work by Hanne Christensen (1997, 2002) in Sarawak,
Borneo, has escaped the attention of the authors. She documented several species and
genera which unfortunately are not mentioned in the PROSEA volume. For example the
use of Sticherus truncatus as an important fibre plant for two tribes in Borneo. Other
genera not mentioned are Hymenophyllum with medicinal uses, Sphenomeris chinensis

as a tranquilizer, and several genera and species in the thelypteridaceae used as
vegetables. 

in conclusion, the volume manages to present the more than 4000 South-East Asian
ferns, fern allies, and mosses in a very attractive and easily accessible format. Most of
the examples of useful plants are typical, relevant and informative but as the
compilation was based only on literature available to the authors, there are apparently
still more useful pteridophytes in South-East Asia to be mentioned or documented in the
future.

Axel dalberg Poulsen
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