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DENNIS AT U.W.I.

I first made acquaintance with C. Dennis Adams in the late 1950s, when as an
undergraduate student at the University College of the West Indies (Jamaica), I
followed the courses he taught in Plant Taxonomy.

Previous to our encounter, I had had an introduction of sorts to plant
classification, in which I had no interest.  I would have sworn I would never develop
an interest in it, since the way in which it had been presented to me at school made
me look at it as a dead subject.  Dennis succeeded in changing that opinion.  Not only
did he present the subject matter in a dynamic way, but his enthusiasm for the subject
was such, that much of it rubbed off on us his students, until we too began to find
delight in the intricacies of the discipline.

We parted company in the early ‘60s when I went abroad to read for a higher
degree, but were brought together again three years later, with my appointment to the
Staff of the university, albeit on a different campus in Trinidad, 1000 miles away
from his in Jamaica.  Although I made frequent trips to Jamaica and more often than
not saw Dennis, he was still to me, Dr. Adams.

In March 1976 Dennis took up an appointment at the St. Augustine campus on
transfer from the campus in Jamaica as the Senior Lecturer in the Department
responsible for the teaching of Taxonomy and Ecology and we became colleagues in
the truest sense of the word.  I began to discover sides of  his personality that were
masked - or missed by me - during my undergraduate days: his genuine concern for
his students and his subtle and sometimes mischievous sense of humour.

During his stay at the St. Augustine campus, we became neighbours for a while
and I saw the family man that he was.  He was truly complemented by his dear,
departed wife Elsie; where he was reticent, she was sociable.

Dennis brought new insights into the teaching of both taxonomy and ecology on
the campus  and  stimulated interest in the subjects in many of the students. His
knowledge of the flora never failed to amaze and impress.

A couple of lines from Coleridge’s ‘Cristabel’
‘A little child, a limber elf
dancing and singing to itself’

always came to mind whenever Dennis and I met and stood chatting.  Not that he
danced and sang, but the elfish twinkle in his eyes and his habit of shifting from one
leg to the other, brought back memories of those lines.

The contribution Dennis made to Botany, as a discipline here at St. Augustine
cannot be measured.  Not only did he teach, but he also inspired.  His approach and
dedication to research of the flora were examples to many of his students.  Ours was
the loss when in September 1980 he formally retired from the University of the West
Indies and returned to his homeland in the UK.

On behalf of his past students, his colleagues and friends at the St. Augustine
campus, I extend to him our heartiest congratulations on achieving this great
milestone on life’s pathway and wish him continued good health and happiness in the
years ahead.
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