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BOOK REVIEW

HELECHOS DE MBARACAYÚ. M. Peña-Chocarro, G. Marín, B. Jiménez & S.
Knapp. 1999. v + 142 pp. Illus. The Natural History Museum, London. Price £3.00.
ISBN 0 565 09137 9. Paperback.

The publication of  "Helechos de Mbaracayú", about the Pteridophyta of the Mbaracayu
Forest Reserve, Paraguay, by Peña-Chocarro, Marín, Jiménez & Knapp, constitutes an
interesting piece of work, due to its scientific and popular character, useful for specialist
and non specialists.

It provides an important tool, not only because of the information included, but also
because it fills an existing  gap in publications of this kind in Paraguay. The glossary
and the introduction about the fern morphology gives basic information to understand
the terminology later referred in the text.

The silhouettes of the entire plant as well as of the different parts (i.e. shape and size
of leaves and characteristics of the fertile parts),  are very helpful for identification
purposes, as well as the icons of the habit, and the habitat where the plant grows. In
addition, for each taxon information about the distribution of the plant within the
Reserve as well as its general distribution, and notes about the regional uses are
included.

For future editions I suggest the captions of the figures be completed and to specify
the parts of the plants to which they  referred. It is important to change some mistakes in
relation to the distribution of the sporangia of some species and to complete the
geographical distribution of some others. It would be helpful to include more precise
diagnosis characters, as in some species the ones mentioned are a bit too general.

Having said that, it is worthwhile to stress the merit of the work, easy to
understand and with a great deal of graphic information. Guides of this kind, about
pteridophytes of protected areas are of special importance not only for identification
purposes but for conservation too.

This book is an obligatory reference for any future work on fern biodiversity or its
conservation in the Mbaracayu Forest Reserve area.

Carlos Sánchez


