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BOOK REVIEW 
 
FLORA MESOAMERICANA Volume 1 Psilotaceae a Salviniaceae  Moran R. & 
Riba, R. (eds); Davidse, G., Sousa, M. & Knapp, S. (gen. eds) 1995. Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de Mexico, Missouri Botanical Garden and The Natural History 
Museum, London. 470 pp. Hardback. US$85.00. ISBN 968 36 4700 6. 
 
This is the first of seven volumes of Flora Mesoamericana, and includes 32 families, 
136 genera and 1398 taxa (species, subspecies or varieties), constituting the biggest 
Pteridoflora published. 

Flora Mesoamericana covers a geographical area from  the Istmo de Tehuantepec 
(southern Mexico) to the border between Panama and Colombia. It includes five 
Mexican states (Tabasco, Chiapas, Campeche, Yucatán and Quintana Roo) as well as 
Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama.  

Families are taxonomically arranged, while the genera and species are in 
alphabetical order in those cases where there is not a satisfactory taxonomic 
arrangement. Keys are included for all the families, genera, species, subspecies and 
varieties. There are general descriptions for each family and genus. For each taxon a 
general description, habitat, general distribution, as well as distribution within the 
area are included. Types are cited only for accepted names, synonyms are cited in 
case they are important for the area. The book includes as well a very helpful 
glossary. This book provides an excellent guide for all pteridologists working in 
Latin America, and it is worthwhile to stress that one of the great merits of the work 
is due to the fact that it is written in Spanish, making it very useful for the local users.  

The descriptions of the species are very complete and easy to understand. 
However, the keys are not always easy to follow, and perhaps some drawings would 
be helpful in order to attain identification to species level in a more easy way. (In that 
respect, it can help to visit the web site http://www.mobot.org/MOBOT/fm/).  

It provides a very important tool for all those people interested in the Pteridoflora, 
not only because the amount of species and information included, but also because it 
fills an existing  gap in descriptions and keys in Spanish and it can be used for a 
wider geographical area than the one covered in the book. 
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