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Monday 13th – Arrival day Jennifer Ide 
The major part of an international group of twelve members of the BPS met in the late 
morning at Melbourne Airport, Victoria. After picking up hire cars we drove out to our 
motel at Macedon, approximately 35 kilometres north-west of Melbourne. We booked in 
and drove out to Mt Macedon – more a large hill than a mountain – for our first ferning 
excursion. After light refreshments at the restaurant near the summit, we walked to the top 
to enjoy the extensive view over the surrounding area of bush before working our way back 
to the cars, searching out the few ferns, all of which we would see again in the coming days. 
After a brief rest back at the motel we had an excellent meal at the pub restaurant of a 
brewery in Woodend, about five kilometres from Macedon.  

Tuesday 14th – ‘Austral Ferns’ Nursery & The Grey River Reserve, Otway National Park  
                                   Klaus Mehltreter 
The two remaining overseas members 
arrived at midnight and Barry White, our 
Australian joint leader, joined us as we 
finished breakfast. We left Macedon and 
headed south to visit Chris and Lorraine 
Goudey’s nursery, Austral Ferns, in Lara, 
approximately five kilometres north of 
Geelong, south-west of Melbourne. It was 
a warm autumn day and the grassland 
vegetation near Geelong could not be 
considered a good place for ferns unless 
cared for by expert horticulturists! Chris 
and Lorraine greeted us with tea, coffee 
and cookies. We learned that their green-
houses provided the correct microclimatic 
conditions for their great fern nursery. 
Because of the scarce water supply, rain 

water falling on the roofs of the greenhouses is collected, and any excess run-off water from 
irrigating the plants in the greenhouses is caught and recycled. 

Chris and Lorraine specialise in maidenhair ferns such as Adiantum compactum, A. cordatum, 
A. micropinnulum and A. raddianum, and propagate a large number of varieties. Additionally, 

photo:  M. Boudrie

Platycerium superbum, Austral Ferns, Victoria 
Chris Goudey & Robert Sykes 
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they cultivate a huge number of other species, including Blechnum patersonii with entire strap-
like leaves, B. moorei, a trunk-forming fern from New Caledonia, the climbing fern Lygodium 
japonicum, and varieties of Pteris cretica. Epiphytic species included the Japanese felt fern, 
Pyrrosia polydactylis, Scyphularia pentaphylla and several species of Aglaomorpha. I was 
impressed to see that ants in the greenhouses had found the few nectar-bearing glands at the 
pinna bases of some of the Photinopteris species. Other spectacular plants were the tiny 
Lemmaphyllum microphyllum var. cristatum with leaves about one centimetre long, and the 
very unusual Diplazium tomitaroanum from Japan. If evidence for the horticultural capabilities 
of the owners was needed, their plants of Gleichenia microphylla, a common species in the 
wild but very difficult to cultivate, would surely provide it. After observing so many 
cultivars, I was especially impressed by the large tree ferns such as Cyathea kermadecensis 
from Kermadec Island and C. baileyana. The latter species was my favourite; this was the 
first time I had seen aphlebiae, the reduced basal pinnules found on some tree ferns and 
which looked more as if they were another species growing epiphytically on the tree ferns. 
Indeed, in the past some aphlebiae have been described as new species of filmy ferns! 

Perhaps the most impressive ferns were hanging in the yard: Platycerium bifurcatum, 
P. superbum and P. veitchii. Platycerium is mainly of Asiatic distribution but these three 
species are native to Australia. Platycerium has heteromorphic leaves: flat humus-
accumulating ‘niche’ (or ‘nest’) leaves and pendulous to ascending, sporangia-bearing 
leaves. P. bifurcatum branches quite frequently and builds up huge colonies with dozens of 
leaf clusters. Their niche leaves quickly turn brown and their hanging leaves bear the sori 
near the leaf tips. P. superbum grows from one rhizome tip with their ascending green niche 
leaves forming a huge basket, and their hanging leaves produce sori on a central lobe. 
P. veitchii has ascending, grey-green spore-producing leaves. The greyish colour comes 
from the dense indument of stellate hairs. 

Areas visited – BPS trip to eastern Australia, 2009 
1. Chris Goudey’s ‘Austral Ferns’ 
2. Otway National Park (NP) 
3. Kinglake Ranges and Healesville 
4. Blue Mountains 
5. New England 
6. Boonoo Boonoo NP 
7. Cunningham’s Gap (Main Range NP) & 
Springbrook NP 
8. Brisbane Forest Park & Mt Glorious 
9. Atherton Tableland 
10. Mount Lewis State Forest 
Note: Due to problems of scale it is possible to show 
only the approximate positions of the areas visited.  

On the way to our next stop in the Otway National 
Park we were lucky to see some wild koalas moving 
around in the Eucalyptus trees. The Grey River 
Reserve within this National Park holds an 
astonishing abundance of ferns. The trail ran 
alongside a creek, which provided a high relative 
humidity below the canopy of the Eucalyptus and 
Nothofagus forest. The understorey is completely 
dominated by tree ferns, Dicksonia antarctica being 
by far the most common, with the rarer Cyathea 
australis growing amongst them. On the tree fern 

trunks, epiphytes such as Ctenopteris heterophylla, Grammitis billardierei, Hymenophyllum 
australe, H. flabellatum and Crepidomanes (Trichomanes) venosum abounded. Other 



 95

frequent terrestrial species were Rumohra adiantiformis and Polystichum proliferum. 
Scattered among these were several species of Asplenium, Blechnum and Lastreopsis. 

The light faded quickly in the creek gully towards the end of the afternoon and we headed 
for our motel, travelling along one of the most beautiful roads in Victoria, the Great Ocean 
Road, reaching Apollo Bay just before dark.  

Wednesday 15th – Mait’s Rest & Melba Gully, Otway National Park  Annie Prelli 
After a very strong storm at 4a.m. that kept everybody awake, we were lucky to have an 
almost rain-free day to visit again the Otway National Park, south-west of Apollo Bay. Our 
first stop was at Mait’s Rest, named after Maitland Byrne, a Forest Commission’s Officer 
who rested his horse in the area regularly in the early 1900s. Perhaps he stopped because 
the place had woven its particular enchantment over him. This beautiful reserve was created 
in 1958 and is a very good example of a Victoria cool temperate rainforest. The dominant 
trees are myrtle beeches (Nothofagus cunninghamii) whose interlaced leaves form a protective 
canopy sheltering the plants beneath from wind and intense sunlight. Along the remarkably 
arranged paths, our interest was mainly in the gullies, in which Dicksonia antarctica formed 
almost pure populations. These giant ferns spread their fronds to catch the filtered light. 
Some Cyathea grew along with them, in particular the very interesting C. × marcescens 
(the hybrid between C. australis and C. cunninghamii; identification confirmed by Martin 
Rickard). Important populations of epiphytic ferns covered the trunks of the tree ferns, 
among them Asplenium bulbiferum, Ctenopteris heterophylla, Grammitis billardierei, 
Crepidomanes venosum and Tmesipteris obliqua. On the ground, blechnums were abundant, 
in particular B. chambersii, B. fluviatile and B. wattsii, along with Lastreopsis hispida. 

At the second stop, known as Beauty Spot, we had hoped to see Todea barbara. 
Unfortunately, Barry could not find the small population that he had found there a few years 
ago. This disappointment did not last long, as we were to find this species in great numbers 
during the following days. The only novelty at this short stop were the charming little leeches… 

Melba Gully, named after 
the famous late 19th-
century Australian opera 
singer, was our next  
stop. It is a stunning 
remnant of the original 
ancient Otway rainforest. 
Here, the vegetation  
was dominated by tree 
ferns, Dicksonia antarctica 
mostly, with Cyathea 
australis, C. cunninghamii 
and their hybrid. Their 
trunks were covered by 
epiphytes, with a great 
variety of filmy ferns: 
Hymenophyllum australe, 

H. cupressiforme, 
 H. flabellatum, H. rarum and Crepidomanes venosum. Also to be seen were two climbing 
species: Microsorum pustulatum and Rumohra adiantiformis. There was a great variety also 
of terrestrial ferns; as well as the aforementioned species let us name Blechnum minus, 
B. nudum, Gleichenia dicarpa, Hypolepis glandulifera, Lastreopsis acuminata, Pteris 
tremula, P. umbrosa, Sticherus lobatus and S. urceolatus. 

After lunch, Les and Rosemary Vulcz made us very welcome at their tree fern nursery. An 
interesting couple of hours were spent with them, admiring their marvellous dicksonias and 

photo:  A. Prelli

Dicksonia antarctica, Melba Gully, Victoria 
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walking around their property. We were offered a nice buffet and hot tea before taking the 
long road to Macedon, where we arrived late, tired but happy, after an excellent day.  

Thursday 16th – Fern Acres Nursery, Kinglake; Wirrawilla Rainforest, Kinglake; 
Badger Weir, Yarra Ranges National Park Robert Sykes 
A three destination day with, as ever, plenty of driving. We visited the Fern Acres nursery, 
where Eddie and Robyn Sabljack welcomed us. Mirini Lang, a member of the Victorian Fern 
Society, joined us from Melbourne with her son, significantly reducing the average age of the 
party. Fern Acres supply the wholesale and retail markets and has a wide selection of tree ferns 
and smaller ferns, mostly Australian, including a range of blechnums such as the appealing 
Blechnum wattsii × B. minus cross, and an elegant crested B. nudum. British ferns were mostly 

cultivars such as various Dryopteris 
forms, Asplenium trichomanes 
‘Cristatum’ and Blechnum spicant, both 
crested (rare in the UK) and imbricate. 
They buy in many young plants and 
grow them on in a crowded polytunnel 
(a new one is planned). The potting mix 
for more mature plants includes a slow 
release fertiliser, topped up with a few 
chicken manure capsules. So many 
things I would have liked in my garden... 

Kinglake, approximately 50 kilometres 
north-east of Melbourne, was in the 
heart of the recent appalling fires, which 
caused many deaths. The signs were 
everywhere, dwellings reduced to a 
chimney and a few buckled sheets of 
corrugated iron, burnt out cars and mile 
on mile of charred woodlands. A  
few weeks on, some of the eucalyptus 
had drifts of new green foliage up the 

trunks, and the tree ferns, Pteridium esculentum and the occasional Polystichum proliferum were 
throwing up fresh green fronds, tokens of hope in the desolation.  

After lunch in Healesville some of the party opted for the Healesville Sanctuary, which 
specialises in Australian fauna, enviably coming back with reports of platypus, but most of us 
went to the Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk (only recently accessible after the area was closed 
because of the fires). It had been spared and proved a delightful cool fern-rich refuge, though 
some brown fronds betrayed the recent drought. From boarded walks on each side of a stream 
we saw no new species, but there were some fine drifts of Sticherus urceolatus and the narrow 
straps of Grammitis billardierei were notably abundant on the mossy tree trunks. 

The final site, Badger Weir in the Yarra Ranges National Park, was a more extensive stream-
side walk, which yielded several species new to us, two blechnums that both proved to be 
common further north – B. cartilagineum (the unappealing common name is gristle fern) and 
B. patersonii, the magnificent Diplazium australe and Tmesipteris, either T. parva or T. elongata. 
There was a single plant of Pteris tremula. We were dubious as to whether some plants were 
Calochlaena dubia or Hypolepis muelleri. Unfortunately we were timed out from this fascinating 
area and did not have time to resolve these problems or look further – the gates closed at 5.30.  

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Friday 17th – State Herbarium, Sydney Botanic Gardens Jennifer Ide 
A five o’clock rise was necessary for us to catch our flight to Sydney. Our hotel, the North 
Sydney Harbourview, was on the shore of the harbour and we all had rooms with wonderful 

photo:  B. White

Regenerating Cyathea australis and gum tree 
shoots after fire, Kinglake, Victoria 
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views of the bridge and the harbour, apparently at the request of our travel agent. With the rest 
of the morning free, we walked across the bridge into central Sydney, enjoying the magnificent 
views as we did so and looking with incredulity at the tourists climbing to the crest of the 
bridge’s suspension span. After a light lunch, folk made their way across the Botanic Gardens 
on the south shore of the harbour to the New South Wales State Herbarium. We gathered in 
the entrance lobby, where we were met by Peter Hind, recently retired Assistant Botanist, who 
would be our guide for part of the afternoon and the next three days in the Blue Mountains.  

After some much appreciated refreshments – the outside temperature being in the 90s 
Fahrenheit – we were welcomed by Dr Elizabeth Brown, who introduced us to Professors 
John Thomson and Carrick Chambers who each gave a presentation. John Thomson is an 
ex-Professor of Sydney University and now, in retirement, an honorary research worker at 
the Herbarium. He reviewed the history of the taxonomy of bracken and concluded by 
summarising the present classification, which divides the one-time world-wide species 
Pteridium aquilinum into two diploid species (2n = 104), P. aquilinum and P. esculentum 
(which in turn are split into eleven and two subspecies respectively), and two tetraploid 
species (4n = 208), P. semihastatum and P. caudatum. Each taxon has its own distinct 
distribution in the world. Carrick Chambers, also an honorary research worker, reviewed 
the current state of the taxonomy of the genus Blechnum, a group that had fascinated him 
from the beginning of his research career and, despite being diverted onto other work, he 
persisted when he was able with his morphological and cytological studies of the genus. He 
explained that blechnums fall into two distinct morphological types, which is reflected 
cytologically: those with creeping rhizomes being 2n = 56, while the caudex types are 2n = 
66. He then described the sub-groups within each of these types.  

After the talks, Katherine Downs, the curator, showed us around the Herbarium where 
interesting specimens had been set out for us to see. The Librarian, Miguel Garcia, had 
arranged a display of some of the more interesting early pteridological volumes from their 
collection. A packed afternoon finished with a visit to the Fern House, guided by Peter 
Hind. A wide range of ferns, especially from the Australian flora and including tree ferns, 
were attractively displayed intermixed with a small selection of flowering plants and palms. 
Many of the ferns we were to see during our trip, especially when we explored the more 
subtropical areas of northern New South Wales and Queensland.  

Saturday 18th – Peter Hind’s garden at Mt Druitt; Fairy Grotto & Grose Valley, 
Pierces Pass (Blue Mountains) Martin Rickard 

Peter Hind lives some distance 
from Sydney at Mt Druitt, close to 
the Blue Mountains. Peter grows 
an amazing collection of ferns and 
his botanical interest was strongly 
reflected in the emphasis on 
interesting species rather than the 
obviously attractive ones. The 
house stood out, with a front 
garden full of huge palms and one 
or two tall tree ferns, probably 
Cyathea cooperi, they were too tall 
to check! At the back Peter had 
several shade areas full of ferns. 
All were arranged very tidily by 
genus. There were so many 
highlights here but the one that 

stood out most was a new intergeneric hybrid – Blechnum nudum × Doodia aspera. Doodia 
is not a genus that fills me with enthusiasm but Peter’s collection could change that – he had 

photo:  M.H. Rickard

Peter Hind with Blechnum nudum × Doodia aspera 
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a very nice pinnatifid form of D. aspera. Another treasure was the rather rare Polystichum 
fallax. One of the themes running through his collection was the large number of species 
from Lord Howe Island; my favourite was Cyathea robusta. 

After refreshments kindly provided by Peter and his local fern enthusiasts we drove off to the 
Fairy Grotto and Grose Valley in the Blue Mountains. This was a stunning walk! In a narrow, 
dark valley deep in the bowels of the mountain we found one of the star plants of the whole 
trip, that relative of the New Zealand Prince of Wales Feather, Leptopteris fraseri. It was 
abundant in rock crevices and on the valley bottom where it produced thick trunks up to two 
feet high. Unfortunately in the poor light it was extremely difficult to get good photographs. 
Todea barbara was abundant in similar habitats, often with large trunks several feet tall in the 
darker more humid sites; again difficult to photograph. Hymenophyllum australe was rarish 
and looked rather different from how I remembered it in the Otways. Much rarer was the very 
small Sphaerocionium (Hymenophyllum) lyallii, which was difficult to pick out from the 
liverworts and mosses growing on the rocks. Pyrrosia rupestris grew sparsely on the tops of 
some of the rocks, quite a contrast to the huge colonies we saw the next day by the main road 
just north of Katoomba. Other interesting species included Cyathea australis, Asplenium 
flabellifolium, Lastreopsis acuminata, Pellaea nana and P. falcata (if they really are 
different!), Gleichenia dicarpa, Sticherus lobatus and Hymenophyllum cupressiforme. 

After a full but good day, we made our way to Katoomba where we were to stay for the 
next three nights.  

Sunday 19th – Wentworth Falls, Valley of the Waters; Adelina Falls, South Lawson 
Park (Lower Blue Mountains) Michel Boudrie 
Our guide, Peter Hind, was waiting for us at the start of the trail to the Wentworth Falls 
(900 metres on the plateau, to 830 metres in the bottom of the valley). Within the 
sclerophyllous Eucalyptus – Banksia forest were limited populations of Lycopodium 
deuterodensum and Asplenium flabellifolium. Along the trail occurred Lindsaea 
microphylla, Pteridium esculentum, Sticherus lobatus and Gleichenia microphylla. Lower 
down the valley, G. rupestris, G. dicarpa and Todea barbara were growing on or at the 
base of seeping rock-faces. Several lookouts allowed us to admire the deep valley bordered 
by very high and vertical sandstone cliffs, their orange colour contrasting with the misty 
blue of the farthest mountains – blue due to the Eucalyptus tree canopy of their forest cover. 

We then descended the very steep flanks of the valley via a succession of flights of steps. 
Further down, the trail crossed several gullies with pretty waterfalls, which were host to 
ferns such as Blechnum cartilagineum, Grammitis stenophylla and Hymenophyllum 
cupressiforme on wet and mossy boulders, Todea barbara again, Blechnum wattsii on the 
ground, and Leptopteris fraseri. But the news of the day was the rare endemic Blechnum 
gregsonii, recognised by its long sterile fronds and fertile pinnae more than half as broad as the 
sterile ones, growing on seeping rock-faces and banks, and a few plants of the small Schizaea 
rupestris growing in wet conditions, uncommon for Schizaeaceae, on a small ledge in the cliff.  

Finally, we reached the bottom of the valley with its succession of terraces and impressive 
high waterfalls – Empress Falls, Sylvia Falls and others. As usual, this kind of landscape 
was paradise for enthusiastic pteridologists, with tree ferns (Cyathea australis) and many 
other ferns: Leptopteris fraseri hanging on wet steep cliff-faces, Sticherus lobatus, Todea 
barbara, Hymenophyllum cupressiforme, Gleichenia rupestris, Asplenium flabellifolium on 
boulders, and several Blechnum species: B. wattsii, B. nudum, B. patersonii, B. gregsonii 
and possibly B. ambiguum. Then, with the rain arriving, it was time to go back to the top for 
a quick lunch at the tea shop and to dry out a bit!  

We next moved on to South Lawson Park (670 metres), nine kilometres east of Wentworth 
Falls and 15 kilometres east of Katoomba. The Upper Cataract Falls on Cataract Creek near 
the beginning of the trail were surrounded by sclerophyllous forest. Blechnum wattsii, 
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Gleichenia rupestris and Todea barbara occurred around the falls. Gleichenia microphylla, 
Cheilanthes sieberi, beautiful specimens of the finely dissected and light green Lindsaea 
microphylla, Pteridium esculentum and Blechnum minus accompanied us on the banks of 
the trail. Sticherus flabellatus was observed in the vicinity of Lower Cataract Falls. Then 
the trail followed the rather flat Cataract Creek valley, in a mosaic of sclerophyllous forest 
and denser rainforest. The banks of the river were extremely rich in large populations of 
Todea barbara in its true habitat, reflected in the fronds of three metres or more in length 
arching over the creek! Abundant populations, too, of Blechnum nudum and Calochlaena 
dubia (a plant rather difficult to distinguish, at a first glance, from Hypolepis) occurred 
along the valley, together with Blechnum ambiguum, B. cartilagineum and B. minus, 
Sticherus flabellatus, S. lobatus and Cyathea australis.  

We then arrived at the cirque of Federal Falls, with its splash pool surrounded by small 
beaches of pure sand. Wet rock-faces, at the base of the waterfall, were covered with Todea 
barbara, Leptopteris fraseri, Blechnum wattsii and B. cartilagineum. Mossy boulders 
hosted limited populations of Hymenophyllum cupressiforme, Grammitis stenophylla and 
Pyrrosia rupestris. Once again it was a delight to see tree ferns, this time represented by 
Cyathea australis in this fairy landscape. 

On the way back, we crossed Junction Falls, one on Ridge Creek, another on Lawson Creek, 
where impressive populations of Blechnum patersonii occupied very wet rocks in terraces and 
Pyrrosia rupestris occurred as an epiphyte. A quick stop was made at Adelina Falls, a small 
waterfall on Lawson Creek, with Blechnum nudum, Leptopteris fraseri, Todea barbara and 
Cyathea australis. Seeping banks of the trail gave us one more opportunity to observe Blechnum 
ambiguum and beautiful plants of B. gregsonii mixed with Gleichenia microphylla populations. 

I would like to thank Peter Hind for his help both in the field and for the details of the 
localities mentioned in this report.  

Monday 20th – Waterfall Loop & Cathedral of Ferns, Mt Wilson; Govett’s Leap Falls, 
Katoomba (Blue Mountains) Barry White 
The day started with light drizzle and a forecast for a cold showery day. Our 12 members 
fitted into two ‘people movers’ to save on petrol. A short stop was made at nearby 
Blackheath to purchase lunch and we saw our first fern of the day. Trees of various types, 
including five oaks, lined the footpath alongside our parked cars. On all of the oaks but not 
on any other tree was a profusion of Pyrrosia rupestris, which on one tree covered the trunk 
and branches from the base to about 30 feet high. 

The first fern stop was at the 
Waterfall Walk in Mt Wilson. Here 
we met again with Peter Hind and 
were also joined by three members 
of the Fern Study Group of the 
Australian Plant Society (Steven 
Lamont, Dorothy Camp and Ron 
Wilkins). The walk featured two 
impressive waterfalls and a total of 
27 species of ferns was observed. 
Of special interest was the 
Tmesipteris obliqua, which was a 
beautiful specimen spread over 
about three feet of a Dicksonia 
antarctica trunk. Also of interest 
was a large area of Microsorum 
pustulatum, mostly growing as a 
ground fern rather than as an 

photo:  A.H. Ogden

Lunch, Mt Wilson, New South Wales 
Klaus Mehltreter, Pat Acock, Jennifer Ide, Ron Wilkins 
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epiphyte, with unusually large fronds looking quite different to ones previously observed. 

The second site visited was the nearby Cathedral of Ferns. This was a short walk with a 
smaller variety of ferns. However, it was well named with a cathedral-like canopy of large 
Dicksonia antarctica and Cyathea australis and a lush understorey of Calochlaena dubia, 
Polystichum proliferum and Diplazium australe. The P. proliferum had some unusual forms 
with divisilobum characteristics.  

The final site for the day was Govett’s Leap, named after an early surveyor, where the 
escarpment fell away in a sharp drop and featured a waterfall with a 160 metre drop, and a 
total fall of 400 metres to the valley floor. The walk down the cliff followed an almost vertical 
zigzag track along steps painstakingly cut into the cliff-face and sometimes down metal 
ladders. Water seeping down the cliff dripped onto the path and occasionally increased to a 
shower. Some sections of the walk were under overhanging rocks, which provided a drier 
habitat for some ferns. Small specimens of Schizaea rupestris were observed in a number of 
spots, and Selaginella uliginosa and Lycopodiella lateralis were observed for the first time. 

The day finished with some wet and cold weather, the maximum temperature for the day only 
reaching 9ºC. Peter Hind said farewell to the group and members expressed their deep appreciation 
to him, firstly for opening his garden to the group and secondly for leading the group’s walks 
over the previous two and a half days. Robert Sykes presented him with two BPS books.  

Tuesday 21st – Katoomba to Armidale, New England  Grace Acock 
The group faced a long drive of about 590 kilometres to New England in the north-east of 
New South Wales and so it was agreed that we should not try to travel in convoy. Low 
cloud and light rain made the visibility poor, but as we progressed the sky brightened and 
the temperature rose. Our route took us through a variety of landscapes and through towns 
such as Lithgow, Mudgee, Gulgong, Coolah, Gunnedah and Tamworth, all just west of the 
Great Dividing Range. At the start the scenery was reminiscent of mid-Wales, with 
undulating green hills, rocky outcrops and creeks, mostly dry, running under the road. The 
area around Mudgee, on the Cudgegong River, is famous for its wines, and at Gulgong, 
where we had been encouraged to stop for a short break, we saw the shop that was depicted 
on the first Australian decimal $10 note. This town still has a ‘frontier’ appearance. Having 
left Gulgong, the countryside became more open and we travelled across many miles of dry 
plains. We came to the purported site of the Black Stump, a burnt tree stump marking the 
point beyond which, in the early days of colonisation, no further settlements could be 
established. This gave rise to the Australian saying ‘Beyond the Black Stump’, which in 
time came to have the same meaning as ‘the back of beyond’ in Britain. Despite many signs 
at our lunch spot warning us of kangaroos and wombats, we failed to spot any! However, 
we did see a few flocks of grey and pink cockatoos (galahs) in flight. 

Gradually the countryside became reminiscent of the English Shires and one could 
understand why this part of Australia is known as New England. We arrived at Armidale at 
about 6p.m. to gentle rain and were welcomed with refreshments at Lindsay House, our 
accommodation for the next three nights. We were greeted by Ian Telford, Herbarium 
Curator at New England University and Glenys Williams, our travel agent, who had made 
the many reservations for us on our journey through the eastern states.  

One car had visited Moonbi Lookout just off the New England Highway to see the extensive 
view from the top of a large boulder outcrop and found Pleurosorus subglandulosus, 
Pellaea nana and three Cheilanthes species growing in the grass between the rocks.  

Wednesday 22nd – Wollomombi Falls, Oxley Wild Rivers National Park; Eagle’s Nest 
Path, Point Lookout, New England National Park Rémy Prelli 
We spent this day visiting two national parks east of the town, accompanied by Ian Telford 
and Glenys Williams. At the first stop, 40 kilometres from Armidale, we visited Wollomombi 
Falls in Oxley Wild Rivers National Park. This impressive waterfall (possibly the second 
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highest in Australia – Australia’s hesitation!) 
drops a dramatic 260 metres from an imposing 
volcanic flow. We explored in the vicinity of 
the lookout point, but ferns were scarce in the 
eucalyptus forest. However, we found 
Cheilanthes distans, C. sieberi and Pellaea 
calidirupium on small rocky outcrops. 

We continued to the New England National 
Park, south-east of Ebor, where we spent the 
rest of the day. A brief stop on the road to 
Point Lookout, circa 1,300 metres above sea 
level, gave us an opportunity to explore a cool 
temperate rainforest, characterised by an 
abundant flora of mosses, both on the trees as well as on the ground including, remarkably, 
carpets of Sphagnum. Suffused in a light mist, it was very aesthetic for photographers. No 
new ferns, but we came across a few interesting species, such as Dicksonia antarctica, 
Cyathea australis (at its highest limit in altitude), Gleichenia dicarpa, Blechnum wattsii and 
B. nudum, as well as Pyrrosia rupestris growing epiphytically on the trees. 

It was a cold and wet day. To get warm, we had lunch by a fire in the Point Lookout shelter, 
where we were joined by Ross Stephens, a Discovery Ranger, who came with us for the 
afternoon. He explained that the park has been on the world heritage list since the 1980s, 
and that the high rainfall (which we experienced first-hand for much of the day!) encourages 
a great variety of lichens, mosses and ferns to grow on wet soils, rocks and tree bark.  

New England is a tableland, cut into around its edges by deep, steep-sided gorges. On the 
tableland itself the vegetation is sclerophytic, mainly eucalyptus scrub, but this gives way 
sharply at the top of the gorges to temperate rainforest. Deeper within the gorges this is 
replaced by subtropical rainforest. Following Ross, we took Eagle’s Nest Walk, a steep path 
that starts by the Point Lookout shelter (circa 1,500 metres) and goes down the steep, 
almost cliff-like side of the gorge. Some Eucalyptus species and Nothofagus (southern 
beech) make a discontinuous arborescent cover above an understorey of Banksia 
(B. integrifolia in particular) with abundant ferns in the ground cover. The heavy rain that 
fell nearly all the way was a great impediment in observing and taking pictures, yet it 
enabled us to understand how it is that such luxuriance can develop and how so many lichens 
can grow so magnificently. Among the ferns we came across (most of them already seen on 
previous days) were Asplenium bulbiferum, A. flabellifolium, Blechnum patersonii, Cyathea 
australis, Dicksonia antarctica, Diplazium cf. australe, Doodia caudata, Histiopteris incisa, 
Huperzia varia, Hymenophyllum cupressiforme, Hypolepis muelleri, Lastreopsis acuminata, 
Microsorum pustulatum, Pellaea falcata, P. nana, Polystichum proliferum, Pteridium 
esculentum, and Asplenium trichomanes, which is much rarer in Australia than in Europe! 

As we left the park a group of kangaroos let us furtively observe them, our last reward 
before arriving back at Lindsay House.  

Thursday 23rd – Ebor Falls, Guy Fawkes River National Park; Dorrigo National Park 
 Alan Ogden 
What a contrast to the previous day! The incessant rain had stopped and we enjoyed plenty 
of sunshine. After breakfast, Glenys Williams, who seemed none the worse for 
Wednesday’s ordeal, again joined us. We set off towards the east on the Waterfall Way, a 
pleasant, undulating highway that runs from Armidale to the coast through the farmland and 
woods on the Great Dividing Range that reminded us of home. 

Our first stop was at Ebor Falls where a large kangaroo in a nearby field reminded us that we 
were very far from home. A tarmac path with viewpoints runs along the edge of a huge gorge 
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Cheilanthes distans, Wollomombi Falls, 
New England 



 102

into which the Guy Fawkes River, not far from its source, begins its plunge in a series of falls 
from the tableland at 1,360 metres to the valley below. There were not many ferns in the 
sclerophyllous scrub: Pteridium esculentum and Cheilanthes sieberi, one plant possibly of 
Doodia caudata, and Pyrrosia rupestris growing on the outcropping rocks. Martin Rickard 
asked if I had recorded the Dicksonia antarctica at the base of the waterfall. Shrouded in spray I 
could not see it until I fitted my telephoto lens to the camera and there it was, in profusion. I was 
amazed that it could be identified at such a range. At the Guy Fawkes River gorge lookout, a 
magnificent view was had of the Ebor Falls as the river leaps in two stages into the valley below. 

Our next stop was Dorrigo National Park, a subtropical rainforest, where, in the picnic area we 
had a welcome coffee kindly provided by Glenys and were soon attended by a couple of bush 
turkeys scrounging for scraps. Afterwards, our party spread out around the edges of the glade 
and soon discovered Pyrrosia confluens on the trunk of a tree, Lastreopsis decomposita 
growing in the shade and Rumohra adiantiformis growing on the trunk of Cyathea australis.  

A short walk brought us to the Dorrigo Rainforest Centre, which has all facilities and in 
addition a ‘Skywalk’, which, as the land falls away, runs out like a jetty into the canopy of 
the forest trees and ends in a platform with superb views over the surrounding hills and 
forests. From the Skywalk we could see huge specimens of Asplenium australasicum 
perched on the trees and one example of Platycerium bifurcatum. On a short walk into the 
woods we found a profusion of ferns: Pyrrosia confluens and P. rupestris, Dicksonia 
antarctica, Cyathea australis, Blechnum patersonii subsp. queenslandicum, Diplazium 
australe, Pellaea falcata, Lastreopsis microsora and L. acuminata, Asplenium polyodon, 
Histiopteris incisa, Cyathea leichhardtiana, Arthropteris tenella, Hypolepis glandulifera 
and H. muelleri, and Microsorum scandens climbing the trees. The species came so thick 
and fast it was difficult to absorb all the information! I thought the answer would be to take 
a lot of pictures and sort it all out later – perhaps not such a good idea. 

After lunch we were joined by a Ranger, Greg Claney, who was to act as our guide on a 
walk through the forest. He explained the forest ecology as we walked under enormously 
tall trees with huge Asplenium australasicum perched at intervals on the trunks and in the 
canopy. The tangle of lianas and palms would make progress difficult without a path and 
the unfamiliar bird calls added to the strange mystery of the place. Not many ferns were 
added to the morning’s list: Arthropteris beckleri, Diplazium dilatatum, Pteris umbrosa, 
Adiantum formosum, and a possible A. diaphanum was added by Martin Rickard and 
Patrick Acock who explored further than most of us! 

When we got back to our lovely hotel in Armidale, coffee and tea were again waiting for us 
and even a glass of wine for Martin!  

SOUTH-EASTERN QUEENSLAND 
Friday 24th – Boonoo Boonoo National Park, NE NSW; 
Cunningham’s Gap, Main Range National Park, SE 
Queensland                                                      Patrick Acock 
We drove 470 kilometres from Armidale to Brisbane. After 
driving due north for two hours we made a congenial stop at 
Tenterfield, where we had coffee at a beautiful 1898 house. 
After purchasing packed lunches we proceeded to Boonoo 
Boonoo National Park on the NSW side of the state border with 
Queensland. The dry, open eucalypt forest at first sight looked 
unpromising, although Gleichenia dicarpa and Pteridium 
esculentum were in abundance. However, Barry White called from 
a little way into the bush and showed us Schizaea bifida and it was 
not long before the rest of the group had found Cheilanthes 
sieberi, Adiantum aethiopicum and Blechnum nudum. Barry 
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Schizaea bifida, Boonoo 
Boonoo National Park 
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rounded off the visit with the pretty Lindsaea linearis. Despite the dryness, leeches, the bête noir 
of several members of the group, were only too evident! 

Another long drive brought us to Cunningham’s Gap in the Range National Park, Queensland, 
where a circular walk, bisected at one point by a path to the Cunningham’s Gap viewpoint, 
took us through an example of a cool subtropical rainforest with a most magnificent forest 
floor covered in ferns. There were at least five species of Lastreopsis, including 
L. microsora and L. decomposita, intermingled with Adiantum formosum, Diplazium 
assimile, Pteris tremula and Doodia aspera. Hanging from the banks of the path were such 
gems as Pellaea nana, Asplenium attenuatum, Adiantum atroviride, A. diaphanum and 
A. hispidulum. Pyrrosia rupestris, P. confluens and Arthropteris tenella were growing 
epiphytically on the lower part of tree trunks, while higher up were magical clumps of 
Asplenium australasicum with the occasional Platycerium superbum and P. bifurcatum. 

Evening was drawing on and so we left the sounds of the juggernauts struggling to reach the 
top of the gap in their lowest gear and drove on into Brisbane. After settling in at our motel, 
we found an Italian restaurant close by where we discussed the day’s ferns and planned our 
early assault on the streets of Brisbane the following morning.  

Saturday 25th (ANZAC Day) – Rod Pattison’s garden; Brisbane Botanical Gardens, 
Mt Coot-tha, Brisbane  Michel Boudrie 
We left our motel in northern Brisbane early to allow time to navigate the highways and 
suburban streets of Brisbane with the inevitable ‘U’ turns, to reach the home and fern 
garden of Rod Pattison in the southern suburb of Rochedale. There we also met our guide 
for the next three days, Peter Bostock, a Principal Botanist of the Queensland Herbarium in 
Brisbane, and leader of the Fern Study Group of the Australian Native Plants Society 
(Australia) (ANPSA). Several members of the affiliated Queensland society, the Society for 
Growing Australian Plants, Queensland Region (SGAP) also joined us. 

It was amazing to see so many plants, especially fern species, in such a small place! This 
garden is a concentration of so many native Australian fern species and cultivars (Rod 
specialises in mutants, variegated and hybrid plants) that one needed to stop every 50 
centimetres! Among the more interesting ferns, we should mention Adiantum hispidulum var. 
whitei and var. minus, Asplenium attenuatum with var. indivisum, A. australasicum (normal 
bird’s nest form and various mutations: crested, tasseled, pinnatifidly divided, and so on), 
Coveniella poecilophlebia, Crypsinus simplicissimus, Cyathea cooperi ‘Double crested’, many 
Doodia species, including some putatively intergeneric hybrids with Blechnum species, 
Drynaria rigidula, including the natural hybrid Drynaria × dumicola (D. rigidula × 
D. sparsisora) and numerous cultivars (‘Whitei’, ‘Diversipinnae’ and others collected and 
informally named by Rod), Elaphoglossum queenslandicum, Huperzia carinata, H. squarrosa, 
Ophioglossum pendulum (fertile with long pendulous spikes), Paraceterach muelleri, Pellaea 
paradoxa (crested form), several Platycerium (P. bifurcatum, P. hillii, P. superbum, P. veitchii), 
Pronephrium asperum, Psilotum complanatum, and the rare and endemic Revwattsia fragile. 

Rod has also a few exotic ferns in his garden, such as Adiantum polyphyllum and A. latifolium 
from the Neotropics, Aglaomorpha meyeniana and the hybrid ×Aglaonaria robertsii 
(Aglaomorpha coronans × Drynaria rigidula) from south-east Asia, Cyathea dealbata (the 
emblem of New Zealand), and Marattia rolandi-principis from New Caledonia. 

Many thanks are due to Claire and Don Shackel for the pleasant welcome and lunch at their 
home. Before leaving, we spent some time in their garden looking at ferns, both outside and 
in greenhouses where interesting species of Marsilea, Adiantum, Huperzia and others could 
be found. Then we moved on to the Brisbane Botanical Gardens at Mt Coot-tha where we 
made a relatively short visit as time was short before the gardens closed. This is a very well 
arranged garden, with different parts devoted to plants from particular areas, such as arid 
habitats and tropical forests, particular taxa such as bamboos, and even garden styles such 
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as Japanese, and, of course, a fern house, which immediately attracted our group like a 
magnet. We were pleased to see representatives of taxa such as Adiantum trapeziforme 
(from the Neotropics and South Pacific), Angiopteris evecta (always astonishing for the size 
of its stipe bases), Asplenium pellucidum, Cyathea woollsiana, Dicksonia youngiae, 
Huperzia phlegmarioides, Coniogramme fraxinea, Marsilea mutica, Callipteris prolifera 
(Diplazium proliferum), Sadleria cyatheoides (from Hawaii), and numerous Adiantum 
raddianum and Pteris cretica cultivars. 

A last stop was made at the Mt Coot-tha Lookout (at 222 metres) where we were surprised 
by the extraordinary panoramic view over the city of Brisbane and its suburbs in the sunset. 
Today was Anzac Day, a national holiday in Australia, and the lookout and its restaurants 
and bars were crowded.  

I would like to thank Peter Bostock very much for his help in indicating the details of fern 
species in the gardens.  

Sunday 26th – Twin Falls circuit, Springbrook Plateau  Martin Rickard 
This was a quite leisurely tour of about four kilometres through the mountains south of 
Brisbane in Springbrook National Park, but with so many ferns to see it took almost all day! 
We started off walking through flattish woodland with Cyathea leichhardtiana and 
C. australis frequent. It was a useful opportunity to compare the two. I had hoped to see 
C. cooperi but had to be satisfied with a small planting by the picnic site. The rarity of this 
species – internationally the commonest tree fern in cultivation – in its native territory really 
was extraordinary. Our path soon reached the top of a cliff where we were overshadowed 
by huge grass trees with ferns growing epiphytically on their trunks including Dictymia 
brownii and a species of Vittaria. The path soon dropped over a cliff, passing a Cyathea 
australis with its trunk covered with Tmesipteris ovata, before reaching some huge, shaded 
boulders. Here we saw Hymenophyllum marginatum covering several square metres of  
the rock. I wondered if it was all just one plant. Our interest confused a passing group  
of Japanese tourists! Other filmy ferns included Hymenophyllum australe and 
H. cupressiforme, usually on rocks, and Cephalomanes (Trichomanes) caudatum on 
Cyathea trunks. The path wound its way down the cliff. At the bottom we had to dash 
behind, or under, a waterfall before making the climb back up to the cars. Arachniodes 
aristata was a pleasant surprise along the side of the path. Other highlight species seen on 
the walk included Blechnum cartilagineum, B. patersonii, Asplenium polyodon, 
A. australasicum, Platycerium bifurcatum, Davallia solida var. pyxidata, Pyrrosia 
confluens and P. rupestris, Arthropteris tenella, Lindsaea microphylla and L. linearis.  

Monday 27th – Maiala & Mt Tenison Woods, Brisbane Forest Park, Mt Glorious  
  Peter Bostock & Pat Acock 
We were piloted to Maiala, Mt Glorious, through the western suburbs of Brisbane by Dan 
and Wendy Johnston, who were staying close by our motel. We met up with Peter Bostock 
and many of the people who had joined us over the previous days at a barbecue area and set 
off on a circular walk of some 4.3 kilometres. The wood was much drier than the previous 
day’s and we observed a subset of the ferns seen then, supplemented with Macrothelypteris 
torresiana and Cyathea cooperi, the latter only represented by two towering dead plants and 
two similar living ones! We also found the delightful Pellaea paradoxa. In Victoria we had 
speculated as to whether or not we had seen this plant but when we were shown the real 
thing it was obvious that we had not. We found it difficult to believe it was a fern until we 
found a fertile frond. Luxuriating in the higher humidity at the top of the waterfall we saw 
two large clumps of Dictymia brownii, and Arthropteris tenella. It was very disappointing 
underneath the waterfall, as only a few common ferns were found. In the canopy of the trees 
Asplenium australasicum was common but Platycerium bifurcatum was only seen in the 
barbecue and lunch area. On arriving back at the cars Geoff and Merle Goadby served hot 
drinks and cake. 
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We had lunch in a roadside cabin restaurant where we were quickly served despite there 
being over 22 of us. We were kept amused by the birds and not a little intimidated by the 
kookaburras sitting in the trees with an eye on our sandwiches! Outside the café it was 
amazing how quickly our species list mounted by us just standing still and looking. 
Davallia solida var. pyxidata and Platycerium bifurcatum to our surprise were seen 
growing on conifers, with Diplazium australe, Adiantum silvaticum and Christella dentata 
under the hedgerows. 

Mt Tenison Woods in D’Aguilar Forest Reserve was our destination for the afternoon, where 
we followed a forestry road some distance to see two cycads, Lepidozamia peroffskyana and 
Macrozamia lucida. The woodland was very different to that of the morning. It was surprising 
to see Platycerium bifurcatum colonising quite small trees right down to ground level. The 
bracken look-alike, Calochlaena dubia, was much in evidence but it was the abundant 
adiantums on the roadside banks that caught our eyes. Adiantum hispidulum, an Australian 
native, was dominant in places but never to the exclusion of other plants, just as it is in 
Macaronesia and other regions where it is an alien. A. formosum was also much in evidence 
and growing to 30 centimetres or more, but it was the A. atroviride that stood out. Peter 
Bostock had recently separated this plant from A. aethiopicum and the differences were quite 
noticeable at this early stage in the season – the darker colour of the stipe, rachis and lamina 
in A. atroviride distinguishing it from A. aethiopicum, which also has narrow, yellowish, 
entire scales compared to the triangular, ciliate, dark-brown scales of A. atroviride. 

At the end of our exploration of the wood, we drove to George and Marian Cornwell’s garden 
in the nearby Samford Valley for tea and a proper chance to say our farewells to those who 
had so kindly and patiently looked after us during our three days in south Queensland.  

NORTH QUEENSLAND 
Tuesday 28th – Nada & Garry Sankowsky’s garden at Tolga, Atherton Tableland  
  Jennifer Ide 
We flew to Cairns on the eastern coast in the far north of Queensland. Having crossed the 
Tropic of Capricorn, we were now in the tropics proper and the temperature and humidity 
on arrival were sufficient to convince us. We picked up our four-wheel drives, booked in at 
the motel and grabbed a light lunch in the restaurant before driving to up to Tolga on the 
Atherton Tableland (760 metres altitude) to the garden of Nada and Garry Sankowsky. 

Despite not long since having had lunch, how could we say no to the cream tea with home-
made lillipilli (Syzygium aqueum) and davidsonia plum (Davidsonia pruriens) jams that 
Nada had prepared for us. Nada and Garry started this wonderful garden from scratch from 
native bush land in 1985, expanding it by adding new areas year by year. Gardening is not 
easy here as Tolga is on the dry side of the Tableland with little rain falling after the wet 
months of December to March, and at least three very dry months with relative humidities 
as low as 16% and temperatures rising to 90ºC in September to November. Nada specialises 
in ferns from north-eastern Queensland, especially the endemics for which the region is 
well known and more widespread species that in Australia only occur in this area. There 
were so many ferns in this garden that it is possible to mention only a selection of the more 
interesting ones, concentrating on endemics and natives.  

Attached to the side of the house was a large shade-house. Benches and hanging baskets 
were full of well grown goodies, particularly endemics such as Teratophyllum brightiae and 
Asplenium simplicifrons. Non-endemic north-eastern Queensland species were represented 
by Sphaerostephanos unitus, found in sunny swamp areas of the Atherton tableland, the 
trunk-forming and invasive Diplazium cordifolium, Cyathea rebeccae, an abundant tree fern 
in north-eastern Queensland, and Callipteris prolifera with its many plantlets along the 
rachis and, peculiarly, accessory pinnae occurring at the base of the larger pinnae. Nada 
taught us a helpful mnemonic to distinguish two native aspleniums, A. australasicum and 
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A. nidus, something that several of us had grappled with earlier in the trip. ‘Aussie down-
under and nidus on top’, meaning that the rachis of A. australasicum is strongly keeled on the 
underside whilst that of A. nidus is rounded on the top side and only weakly keeled below. 
Fine if one can climb trees! But the plant that took my breath away was A. laserpitiifolium 
with its long, pendant and very finely divided fronds. Usually found in lowland, humid 
rainforests growing on trees, rocks and even epiphytically from other ferns such as 
platyceriums, this is a truly beautiful Asplenium and certainly a splendid subject for hanging 
baskets. A range of Pellaea species was growing outside along the back of the shade-house. 

In the palm grove, the north-eastern Queensland endemic Platycerium hillii was growing on the 
palm trunks. The lithophyllic Drynaria quercifolia, with its distinctive oakleaf-shaped, brown, 
papery, sterile fronds, which collect debris and protect the rhizomes from the sun in hot weather, 
was growing in a small rock bed devoted to plants from the dry areas of north Queensland. 
Growing in a Japanese-style shade-house complete with moss paths were ferns that are normally 
found in moist, sheltered places, often in rainforests, such as Chingia australis (endemic to 
north-eastern Queensland), Pneumatopteris costata, and Tectaria siifolia, which is restricted in 
Australia to a few monsoonal rainforest areas. Throughout the garden, apart from in the main 
shade-house, flowering plants were intermixed with the ferns to make attractive displays.  

Wednesday 29th – Mt Edith, Tinaroo Range & Mt Baldy, Atherton Tableland  
  Patrick Acock 
The previous day we had the opportunity to ‘get our eye in’ for the ferns of north 
Queensland. Now came the test. We met Nada and Garry, and also Robin Smith, a solicitor 
from Cairns who was a most informative and congenial host, at the junction of Tinaroo Creek 
Road and Cobra Road on the Atherton Tableland. On our way we stopped to take pictures 
of the many termite mounds and further on saw Drynaria rigidula amongst the rocks by the 
wayside. Nada issued two of the cars with walkie-talkies and gave a commentary as we 
moved along the forest tracks of Mt Edith, a complex notophyllous vine forest.  

As we moved north on this trip the number of ferns had risen rapidly due to the increasing 
average annual ambient temperature and rainfall, and now we were in an area that really 
challenged us with its number of species. As we moved deeper into the forest, it became 
more and more lush with many different and new ferns being observed each time we 
stopped. At the first idyllic creek we stopped to examine Cyathea rebeccae, C. robertsiana 
and C. woollsiana. Around the creek and on the rocks were Blechnum patersonii subsp. 
queenslandicum, Lastreopsis rufescens, Sticherus flabellatus var. compactus and the very 
beautiful Grammitis wurunuran with its dark red-brown hairs.  

At our coffee stop Marattia oreades was growing along the trackside and further along we 
saw Pteridoblechnum neglectum growing above a rock, with a host of other ferns growing 
either in the rock crevices or below the rock, including Cheilanthes sieberi, Belvisia 
mucronata and Adiantum silvaticum. At another spot on the trail we saw many 
hymenophyllums growing on sloping rocks, while along the side of the track we often saw 
the splendid Diplazium queenslandicum with its very finely dissected, bright green lamina. 
An uncommon fern growing on the trunks of the trees was Asplenium simplicifrons but the 
highlight was A. athertonense growing on a large roadside rock. Here, too, we saw Colysis 
ampla with its clearly anastomosing veins. Too soon, we were out of the damper part of the 
forest and on our way to Atherton for lunch. 

We then made our way to Mt Baldy. Here, to the delight of our tree fern enthusiast, Martin, 
we were able to add Cyathea celebica and Dicksonia herbertii to the list. We were also able 
to compare Arthropteris palisotii and A. beckleri, and saw Lindsaea obtusa and 
L. brachypoda as well as Davallia solida var. pyxidata and Blechnum wurunuran. Growing 
with the Lindsaea obtusa was Cephalomanes (Trichomanes) obscurum. 
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It is worth commenting that the difference in the 
vegetation of the two mounts was very noticeable 
despite both being described as mixed closed-forest and 
their close proximity to each other. 

Thursday 30th – Mt Lewis                      Barry White 
The weather forecast for the day was for occasional 
showers and a temperature of 30 degrees Celsius. The 
group made an early start as we had about 150 
kilometres to travel each way. We headed up through 
the steep climb to Kuranda to rendezvous with Garry 
and Nada Sankowsky in Mareeba, followed by a brief 
stop to collect some lunch in the township of Molloy. 

After an hour’s drive we arrived at the base of our 
destination, Mt Lewis, part of the Wet Tropics World 
Heritage Area. It contains some of the best upland 
rainforest areas and is also home to a number of rare 
animals including the golden bowerbird and the southern 
cassowary. Various ferns soon appeared along the roadside but our leader Garry did not stop 
until we had covered about two kilometres. He explained that branches of the stinging tree, 
Dendrocnide moroides, a member of the Urticaceae family, were overhanging the ferns and 
presented a serious risk. The hairs of this tree have a high silica content and can penetrate 
the skin to release a toxin; the resultant severe irritation may last for several months.  

A brief wander up and down the track revealed many large Marattia oreades, extensive 
stands of Sticherus flabellatus and some unusual ferns such as Tectaria confluens, 
Selaginella longipinna, Cyathea woollsiana and C. rebeccae. The drive up Mt Lewis was 
28 kilometres along a rough unmade road with frequent ‘whoa-boys’ across the track. Whoa-
boys resemble extra large speed humps designed to prevent erosion of the road by channelling 
the water away to the side. They vary in height from about 30 to 50 centimetres, often with a 
deep dip on the upper side, requiring careful negotiation to avoid bottoming the vehicles!  

Nada and Garry called numerous stops on the drive up the mountain and being very familiar 
with the road they knew the best places to stop. Of particular note were plants of Angiopteris 
evecta with fronds up to five to six metres long. Unusual species noted included Teratophyllum 
brightiae, Blechnum articulatum, Bolbitis taylorii, Oenotrichia tripinnata and Prosaptia 

maidenii. About a third of the way 
up the track we passed through  
an area known as the Brooklyn 
Sanctuary, a privately run 
conservation area of 60,000 
hectares run by the Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy. It is home to 
48 threatened animal species and  
at least 45 threatened plant species.  

A late lunch was had at the Mt 
Lewis ‘Café’, a galvanised tin 
shed at the end of the track! We 
then walked to a lookout and 
along the way we observed some 
Crypsinus simplicissimus and  
also Elaphoglossum callifolium 
and E. queenslandicum. At the 
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Mt Lewis, Queensland 
Martin Rickard, Pat Acock, Garry & Nada Sankowsky 
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Dicksonia herbertii, Mt Baldy 
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lookout a number of orchids were in flower, a Rhododendron lochiae had some bright red, out-
of-season flowers and there was Paphia (Agapetes) meiniana with bright red tubular flowers.  

The return trip down the road was accomplished more rapidly with just an occasional stop 
for ferns missed on the way up, such as Lindsaea brachypoda and Taenitis pinnata. A total 
of 53 species of ferns was recorded for the day, but Garry and Nada’s list had an impressive 
total of 108 species. A final stop at the foot of Mt Lewis was an opportunity for the group to 
express its deep appreciation to Garry and Nada for their hospitality, their guidance over the 
past two days and for their freely shared knowledge of the ferns and flowering plants. 
Robert Sykes formally thanked them and presented them with two BPS books. Garry had 
produced a DVD on Australian Tropical Plants and was in the process of producing one on 
ferns. He has a website at www.rainforestmagic.com.au. 

The group returned to Cairns by the scenic route along the coast.  

Conclusion Jennifer Ide 
It was a very tired group who dined together on the last evening of the excursion. Everyone 
agreed that it had been an enjoyable and successful trip due in a large measure to the 
considerable help with the itinerary that we had received from fern professionals and 
enthusiasts in Australia, and their willingness to join us at the various stages of the 
excursion. This made our explorations more interesting and fruitful than they might have 
been otherwise. To them all, a big thank you indeed. I would particularly like to express a 
huge thank you to Barry White, my Australian fellow leader, whose help and advice was so 
valuable, particularly in the early stages of planning, and who was responsible for the basic 
structure of the itinerary. And we must not forget our travel agent who, besides making 
such splendid reservations for us, went beyond her call of duty and welcomed us in 
Armidale and joined us on our two days ferning in New England, suffering some of the 
most uncomfortable weather we experienced on the trip!  

Notes: 
Many of the places and features mentioned in this report, such as Dorrigo Rainforest Centre 
and Ebor Falls, can be clearly viewed on Google Earth. Also many Internet sites feature 
superb photographs of a number of the places we visited. They can be found by Googling 
their names. For the sake of consistency, Flora of Australia (1998) names have been used. 
It was not possible to mention in the report all the species recorded at each site. Permission 
has been given by the relevant bodies in Australia to post species lists for the different areas 
we visited on the BPS website. They will be found by going via the new Bulletin page. A 
selection of photographs from the excursion will also be posted on the website. 

KENT & SUSSEX WEALD – 3-5 July Nick Hards (Saturday)  
(Leader: Paul Ripley)  & Julian Reed (Sunday) 
On Friday night eight of us gathered for a meal to introduce ourselves to newer members 
and to finalise starting times for the morning. Much fern discussion and earlier meeting 
reminiscences took place and our leader for the weekend appeared from his music concert 
before we dispersed to our beds. 

Next morning eleven members met in the car park at the centre, the Playden Oasts hotel just 
north of Rye, where Paul explained the day’s programme and we were organised into the 
minimum number of cars. We then drove to the access point for the RSPB Denge Marsh 
visitor centre (61/074183). After admiring a low flying kestrel, we set off across the 
shingle. The general vegetation here is fascinating. Probably the dominant plant is wood 
sage (Teucrium scorodonia), seemingly growing happily in full sun on the shingle, as was 
honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum). Other plants that caught my eye included centaury 
(Centaurium erythraea), horned poppy (Glaucium flavum), Nottingham catchfly (Silene 
nutans) and dodder (Cuscuta epithymum). 
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Eventually most of the party reached our target after slogging across over a mile of shingle. It 
was well worth it, as we were shown 
two colonies of Thelypteris palustris, 
one in wet shingle on the edge of a 
patch of scrub and the other 
underneath the bushes on a layer of 
wet peat on the shingle. There are 
numerous impenetrable thickets on the 
marsh where the fern might lurk 
unseen, although Pat Acock and Paul 
Ripley have carried out thorough 
searches of the area over many years. 
Apparently the most accessible site was 
obliterated when the RSPB built the 
new visitor centre. Other pteridophytes 
seen were Dryopteris carthusiana, 
D. dilatata, D. filix-mas, Pteridium 
aquilinum, Equisetum arvense, 
E. fluviatile and E. palustre. Some 
possible plants of E. × litorale were 
noted but there was no time to examine 
these since we were running very late.  

Our next stop was the remarkable Asplenium 
septentrionale site near Brenzett 61/008271), 
where it was first recorded over 30 years 
ago. Unfortunately all the plants looked very 
dead, though viewed with a hand lens some 
were still green at the centre. But it has 
seemed to die out here in the past only to 
reappear a few years later. Our visit was  
at the end of a long hot dry spell and the 
fern may therefore come back again. 
A. adiantum-nigrum was observed on the 
walls of the former station building at 
Appledore Station, where our leader had 
arranged lunch for us at the Railway Hotel. 

At Sissinghurst Castle Garden we were joined 
by Jack and Joan Hubert. Numerous British 
(e.g. Gymnocarpium dryopteris, Phegopteris 
connectilis, Osmunda regalis) and exotic (e.g. 
Blechnum penna-marina, Onoclea sensibilis, 

Polystichum polyblepharum P. acrostichoides) species and cultivars (e.g. Polystichum setiferum 
‘Pulcherrimum Bevis’, Polypodium vulgare ‘Grandiceps’) are grown in these extensive gardens. 

We eventually moved on to a most unpromising looking verge beside the A259 between 
Rye and Hastings (51/850148) where Steve Munyard showed us, tucked away among 
nettles and brambles, a colony of Ophioglossum vulgatum that has been known for over 30 
years. As we needed to get ready for dinner I had to skip the final site although we did see 
Equisetum telmateia beside a minor road just outside Rye. Most of the party visited 
Winchelsea, where they added Asplenium ceterach, A. ruta-muraria, A. trichomanes subsp. 
quadrivalens and Polypodium cambricum to the list of species seen. 

On Sunday we parked in a lay-by just downhill from the entrance to Nap Wood 
(51/583330) and within 100 metres we had already seen plenty of Pteridium aquilinum, 

 
photo:  A.M. Paul 

Theylpteris palustris site, Denge Marsh, Kent 
Paul Ripley, Lindsey Holleworth, Nick & Eleanor 

Hards, Roger Golding 

photo:  A.M. Paul

Asplenium septentrionale site, Kent 
Pat Acock, Roger Golding, Phil Nokes, Paul Ripley
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Dryopteris dilatata, D. filix-mas and D. affinis. The D. affinis plants were all of good size 
but one in particular was extremely robust and was left to be examined later. Nap Wood, 
owned by the National Trust and managed with the Sussex Wildlife Trust, is good mixed 
woodland of beech, birch, oak and holly, all on typical Wealden sandstone with swathes of 
bracken and bluebells. The site gently slopes away from the road and gets steeper nearer the 
bottom where it gets very wet. It was dominated by bracken and Dryopteris dilatata to start 
with but as we worked our way downhill it became more acid. Blechnum spicant started to 
appear, then Oreopteris limbosperma, the lemon-scented fern, was spotted and became more 
numerous the further we went. Soon we found our first Dryopteris aemula and then a bank of 
D. dilatata and D. aemula all of different sizes and regenerating well but with no sign of any 
hybrid. At the bottom was found a magnificent clump of D. aemula at least 60 centimetres 
tall, as well as Athyrium filix-femina and some large specimens of Blechnum spicant. We 
worked our way back to the road and had another look at the robust Dryopteris, which 
Alison Paul, Roger Golding and Paul Ripley suspected was D. × complexa (D. affinis × 
D. filix-mas) as both parents were in the area. This was later confirmed by Roger who found 
under the microscope that 90-95% of the spores were misshapen and some were quite large.  

We lunched nearby at Frant, where there was Asplenium ruta-muraria on the pub car park wall. 
We then walked to a site where Polystichum aculeatum has been recorded since at least 1845 
(information from Steve Munyard) (51/587356). On our way was a hedge full of Dryopteris 
filix-mas and D. affinis agg., and a garden wall with plenty of narrow-fronded Asplenium 
scolopendrium, some at least 20-30 centimetres long. Once on the A267 we found several plants 
of P. aculeatum. The rest of the slope was dominated fern-wise by Dryopteris dilatata. However, 
on the way back we saw D. affinis and D. borreri and some very nice Polystichum setiferum.  

On the badge of the local school was what looked like a polypody frond. I later asked a 
colleague of mine, Colin Cross, who was a local about this. The name Frant is from the 
Anglo Saxon Fernethe meaning a fern-covered heath or open area within the forest of 
Andredsweald. The name changed over the years to Ferthe, Fernet, Farnt and then Frant.  

Our next stop was Eridge Rocks (51/552356), a Victorian beauty spot with outcrops of 
Tunbridge Wells sandstone (which Paul described as seeming to be hygroscopic) set in a 
heathland landscape. The dominant fern in the birch below the rocks was Dryopteris 
dilatata. On the base of the rocks were quite a number of young sporophytes of D. dilatata 
and Athyrium filix-femina. Paul took us straight to a very damp corner where we found 
some more Athyrium and a superb specimen of Dryopteris borreri. Just behind this was 
what we had come to see: Hymenophyllum tunbrigense, the Tunbridge filmy fern, covering 
the face of this one small outcrop. A lot of other moss-covered rocks nearby were shadier 
and seemed damp, but there was no filmy fern; one had Blechnum spicant.  

Then off we went to a local tea room where we enjoyed a cream tea, a very nice finish to a 
great weekend of good company and great ferns. If you were not there, you missed out! 

DRYOPTERIS AFFINIS AGG. WORKSHOP, NORTH CORNWALL –   
11-13 September Ian Bennallick & Matt Stribley 
Ten people met for an evening meal at the Falcon Inn, Bude, ready for a weekend’s ferning 
in the valleys of North Cornwall between Bude and Wadebridge. Local botanist Lesley 
Philpott kindly welcomed BPS and BSBI members, in the absence of the local organisers 
Matt Stribley and Ian Bennallick. The prize for the furthest distance travelled went to Wim 
de Winter from the Netherlands! 

Saturday – Bishop’s Wood, Polbrock (20/0169) & Valency Valley, Boscastle (20/1091) 
Almost twenty people met in the Bishop’s Wood Forestry Commission car park at Polbrock 
(20/013695), on the River Camel just south-east of Wadebridge. For mid-September the 
weather was perfect: sunny, warm and with a gentle breeze, such a contrast from the cool and 
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wet August. Before launching into Dryopteris affinis agg., we had a look at the riverbank 
where there were extensive colonies of Cystopteris diaphana, known here since 2000 on the 
vertical muddy banks, especially between tree roots. Some of the fronds were covered in a thin 
layer of silt as a result of recent heavy rains raising the river levels to leave the fronds 
underwater for several days. This is a place where otter are seen regularly and as we scrambled 
down the river a dipper and a kingfisher were seen. Another bonus was a small sporophyte plant 
of Trichomanes speciosum in the mouth of an old mine adit, growing with more C. diaphana. 
The Trichomanes had been found in 2001, 
probably arising after a run of warmer 
winters from the gametophyte that had 
been recorded in the adit a few years 
before; more light following thinning of 
the conifer woodlands on the steep banks 
above may also have been a factor. Other 
ferns were abundant on the damp and 
dripping rocky bank on the lower part of 
the steep slope next to the river and beside 
a track, particularly Dryopteris dilatata, 
Athyrium filix-femina, Polystichum 
setiferum and Asplenium scolopendrium, 
with A. trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens 
scattered in rock crevices.  

With Ken Trewren ready to explore the banks beside a woodland track and impart his 
knowledge on the D. affinis agg., the group gathered to see what could be found. Several 
D. affinis plants were present, some with huge fronds. Each plant was examined and over 
the next hour or two Ken explained the differences between the various species and 
subspecies of the D. affinis agg., as recently purported by himself on a disk available from 
Ken, and by Christopher Fraser-Jenkins – Fern Gazette 18(1): 1-26 (2007). Ken also 
pointed out various forms (morphotypes). We were aided by the photographs and notes that 
Ken made available. Bishop’s Wood is a good place to start as it has almost all the 
commonly encountered taxa, a hotspot of male fern diversity! The tally was two plants of 
Dryopteris cambrensis subsp. cambrensis, two plants of D. affinis subsp. affinis and one of 
subsp. paleaceolobata, and D. borreri, which Ken explained is proving to have many 
different forms or morphotypes. One distinctive taxon, provisionally given the code name 
‘forma rhombidentata’ was found, as well as other distinctive forms that are likely to be 
clones of localised distribution. Dryopteris filix-mas was scattered, and D. × complexa 
nothosubsp. complexa, the hybrid between this species and D. affinis subsp. affinis was also 
found. A few plants of D. aemula were found on the wooded bank.  
A short drive up the Atlantic Highway (A39) took us into a very busy Boscastle 
(20/100912). Luckily everyone managed to park and have their lunch before an afternoon 
walk up the Valency Valley to Minster Church and back. Boscastle was made famous on 
16th August 2004 when a very localised cloudburst (eight inches of rain fell upstream 
during the afternoon) caused the valley to flood, scouring out the riverbed as well as 
sweeping away 50 cars from the car park. Even after five years the effects were apparent. 
Much of the riverbed had the slate bedrock exposed where gravels and tree-lined riverbanks 
had been. Interestingly, Equisetum telmateia – a rare horsetail in Cornwall, being confined 
to more basic eroding substrates in a handful of places, mostly on the coast – appeared to be 
more frequent in open areas beside the river than before the flood. On the shaded side of the 
river on steep wooded banks, several clumps of Dryopteris aemula were found (usually 
with Blechnum spicant) with nurseries of small plants in bare areas probably scoured out in 
2004. The path along the dry and sunny side of the valley eventually winds through an old 
hazel coppice where some dried up specimens of the very rare fungus ‘hazel gloves’, 

photo:  F.J. Rumsey 

Polbrock Bridge, Cornwall – Matt Stribley,  
Ian Bennallick, Ken Trewren & Wim de Winter  
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Hypocreopsis rhododendri, were seen. D. affinis subsp. affinis was generally abundant 
throughout the area, as was D. borreri, but in the coppice there was also one plant each of 
D. borreri morphotypes insolens and foliosum, as well as D. × complexa.  

Crossing the river and going up the path towards Minster Church through sessile oak 
woodland took us high above a small, deep side valley where Hymenophyllum tunbrigense 
had long been known to grow around isolated rock outcrops. This species had not been seen 
here since 2000, so the local recorder, Ian Bennallick, led most of the group along the steep 
and slippery woodland sides (with fallen trees and brambles it was quite an assault course!) 
to see if the colonies could be refound. We found a good patch of H. tunbrigense below a 
rock outcrop on the east side of the stream, and a new colony on a rock outcrop higher up 
the bank to the west of the stream below a holly tree, where there was also a small plant of 
D. aemula. We walked back to the car park past banks lined with B. spicant.  

In the evening we met at Lower Penhalt, Poundstock, just south of Bude, the home of a 
local botanist (Tim Dingle), where under a small marquee the Dryopteris specimens 
collected during the day were checked and discussed. Tim provided a delicious meal 
cooked by Sandy his wife. After dinner we relaxed in their living room and Fred Rumsey 
gave a whistle-stop slide-show of Dryopteris species from exotic places such as the Azores, 
explaining the ongoing research into the distribution and origin of the various species. The 
sky was stunning as we departed – lack of streetlights for miles around meant that the night 
sky was very starry, much to the delight of some of the city-dwellers. 

Sunday – Stowe Wood (30/2111) & Hollygrove Wood (30/2112) 
The group met at Duckpool (30/201116), beside the Atlantic Ocean north of Bude, again in 
warm, sunny weather. The roar of the waves reminded us that this was truly an oceanic 
climate. We walked up the road to King William’s Bridge, passing on the way a small 
copse full of large-fronded Asplenium scolopendrium and stopping to see a few clumps of 
A. ruta-muraria on the stone bridge (this species is rarely found away from man-made 
habitats in Cornwall). In a small area of sycamore and ash woodland beside the road 
(30/210116) were several D. borreri plants including occasional morphotype insolens and 
two plants of morphotype foliosum, as well as one plant of D. × complexa. Along the forest 
track on the south side of the Coombe Valley in Stowe Wood (30/2111) Dryopteris affinis 
subsp. affinis was frequent with Athyrium filix-femina, Polystichum setiferum and 
D. dilatata, and there was a small patch of D. aemula. The group crossed the stream and 
took the path back to the small village of Coombe. There were fewer ferns along the south-
facing side of the valley but the late summer sun was most welcome. 

A quick picnic was enjoyed at the entrance to Hollygrove Wood (30/2112). Not far from 
the start of the path, a small hazel coppice with small recently planted (about 15 years 
before?) trees had some interesting clumps of ferns. Further investigation revealed several 
D. affinis subsp. affinis and D. borreri plants including occasional D. borreri morphotypes 
insolens and foliosum, and one plant that at first looked like the hybrid D. × critica; later 
examination by Ken proved it to be only a strange D. borreri look-alike! There are clearly 
several forms of D. borreri in this area, but, as with other apomicts, where does one draw 
the line before naming such localised populations as something different? We discussed this 
problem and decided that a broad approach to naming the various D. borreri plants was 
probably most sensible in areas of high D. borreri diversity such as north Cornwall. Further 
into Hollygrove Wood a very large and typical plant of D. × complexa was seen. D. affinis 
subsp. affinis was generally common throughout, with some splendid specimens of 
D. borreri morphotype foliosum, and towards the end of the day one plant of D. cambrensis 
subsp. cambrensis was found beside the woodland path. A short walk back to Duckpool in 
the afternoon sun concluded a very enjoyable weekend.  

Many thanks to Ken Trewren for being our Dryopteris guide, and to Matt Stribley, Fred 
Rumsey and Pat Acock for organising the weekend. 
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