
 

Yorkshire Fern Group 
Meetings Programme 2014 

 
Saturday  
May 24th 
10.30 am 

Moonwort surveys  
 
Meeting Place - Bridge Inn Car Park, Grinton Near Reeth (SE (44) 046 984) or 
lat/lon 54.381521 -1.929198 (for Sat Navvers). Landranger 98  OL30 
 
Food - Pub grub (Bridge Inn) or pack-up 
Going - easy on roadsides but a bit hilly in places and exposed (warm clothes and 
waterproofs) 
Footwear - Anything comfy 
 
The plan is to do more of the detailed monitoring of the Moonwort and Adder’s 
tongue colonies and concentrate on the quadrats. 
 

Leader - Barry Wright 

Saturday 
June 21st  
10.30am 

South Yorkshire 
  
Meeting place - car park off  Woodhead Road SK32509501  
 
Food – packed lunch or light cooked meal at Wentworth café 
 
Footwear – boots, plus outdoor gear 
 
Morning - visit the ancient woodlands of Prior Royd  and Wheata Wood. There is 
an extensive area of bog where Equisetum silvaticum is prevalent, so could be 
worth following up to look for other ferns in that area. Greno Wood, recently 
acquired by the Wildlife Trust, maybe worth a quick visit perhaps with the view 
to a more prolonged visit in the near future. The WLT are currently clearing the 
woodlands of planted coniferous trees and replacing them with broad-leaved 
deciduous native species and taking measures to rid much of the bracken in order 
to encourage an increase in wildlife.   
 
Afternoon – visit Wentworth [Stainbrough Park] for something new to look at -
notably the recently reinstalled early Victorian conservatory. The restorers have 



done a first class job, it is stunning, but people may have differing opinions on the 
planting. We could spend an afternoon here as there are other aspects of the 
gardens to keep us interested, they seem very keen on ferns and have used them 
extensively throughout the gardens as well as in the fernery. 

 
Leader – Paul Ruston 

Saturday  
July 12th 
/13th 
10.30am 

North Wales 
 
For the 30th Anniversary of the Yorkshire Fern Group, we are planning a week-
end in North Wales. Several sites have already been suggested, including Cors 
Bodgynydd and Llyn Sarnau (just north of Betws y Coed) in Gwydyr Forest, and 
Coed Felinrhyd  near Gellilydan, towards Porthmadog. Members of the North 
Wales Non-Flowering Plant Group may join us, and we would also like to help 
set up a N Wales group of the BPS. Our centre is likely to be Betwys y Coed. 
Please let Alison Evans know if you are interested in coming to this meeting, so 
that you can be kept up to date with our plans. 
 

Leaders – Mike Canaway and David Hill  

Saturday 
August 2nd 
10.30am 

Ingleborough 
 
Meeting place: Roadside parking in layby (rather limited) above the Hill Inn, Chapel-le-
dale, SD745778 
Food:  Packed lunch 
Going:  Mostly rough hill-walking.  Footwear:  Boots 
Clothing: Full waterproofs essential (for wind as well as rain) and extra warm clothing 
recommended. 
 
We’re having another go up Ingleborough, weather permitting. We‘ll need to climb to 
around 650 metres altitude following the good summit path much of the way, then 
detouring onto rough ground. We’ll check the Dryopteris colonies among the gritstone 
boulders – the hybrid D. x ambrosiae has been confirmed, but D. expansa remains 
elusive. On the way down we could explore the lower slopes and bands of crags for 
Dryopteris oreades, Diphasiastrum alpinum and Cryptogramma crispa, all very rare in 
this area, but seen in 2011 by some members with Brian Burrow. 
 
If the weather is unsuitable, we’ll console ourselves with a lower level alternative in the 
Ribblehead or Ingleton area. 
 

Leader: Bruce Brown 
 



Friday 12th 
– Sunday 
14th Sept 
National 
meeting 

North York Moors 
This weekend is an opportunity to visit or re-visit some of the late Ken Trewren’s 
local haunts and fern study areas for Dryopteris, Trichomanes and Polypodiums. 
We will base at Whitby, a lovely coastal resort famous for its ‘fish and chips’. 
Our outline programme is hoped to be: 
 
Friday evening – meeting up in Whitby. 
Saturday – Ken’s garden at Egton Bridge and East Arnecliff Wood (lots of 
interesting ferns). 
Sunday – On the Moors, Havern Beck from Hole of Horcum (Dryopteris spp, 
other ferns, horsetails). Then finally on to Sinnington, near Pickering, to see the 
Polypodiums Ken studied there. 
 

Leader: Bruce Brown 
 

Saturday  
11th 

October 
from 
10.00am 
 
AGM 
2.00pm 
 

Annual General Meeting  
10.00 Classroom open to set up plant sales, and discuss topics of interest over a 
cup of coffee. 
10.30 Activity to be arranged 

12.30  Lunch, Harrogate Arms.  
14.00 AGM 

15.30 Tea, members’ slides, plant sales 
 
AGM meeting place – Learning Centre at the RHS Gardens, Harlow Carr, 
Harrogate.  
 

 
General notes about meetings 
Meetings are open to all members and their guests. We ask that all attending meetings sign the 
declaration regarding safety and conduct at meetings. Copies of the articles will be available at 
meetings. Members and guests should not be put in danger, but are expected to be responsible for 
their own safety and to respect the countryside. 
All meetings will go ahead despite inclement weather, so please dress appropriately. Some of the 
walking can be strenuous. Please bring any drinks and snacks you require with you. If possible 
please let the meeting leader know a few days in advance if you will attend so that they know to 
wait for you if you are a little late. If you do miss us, try my mobile 0770 333 7861, or try 
phoning 01282 843070, or leave a message on the same number.  
Plants can be taken to any meeting to be sold to other members on the usual 50-50 basis of half 
the sale price going to the grower and half to group finances. 
 
Contact details: 
Barry Wright    01423 358791 (07817 564954)  Barry.wright@me.com  

Bruce Brown   01943 467519    brucenbrown3@gmail.com 

Alison Evans       01282 843070 (0770 3337861)  acl.evans@btinternet.com 

mailto:Barry.wright@me.com
mailto:brucenbrown3@gmail.com
mailto:acl.evans@btinternet.com


Mike Canaway    01729 823808 (07906 876844)  mikecanaway@gmail.com 

Paul Ruston   0114 2580935    paulruston1@hotmail.com 

 

Annual membership fee   £2.00 per address. 

Payable at the AGM to the Secretary/Treasurer (please make cheques payable to the ‘Yorkshire 

Fern Group’). New members are always welcome, so ‘spread the word’ and get them to contact 

Bruce Brown. 

Secretary/Treasurer - Bruce Brown   4 Bank Parade, OTLEY  LS21 3DY 

01943 467519 Email: brucenbrown3@gmail.com 
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